CONFIDENTIAL | 7 May 1945
Armed Guard der » _
S.5.”Abangarez g5 - ,A /

To: Chief of Naval Opont:lona : (<!

Via: U.S. Navy Port Office, Marseille, France,

Subject: Voyage Report of the S.S. Abangarez from Newport News, Virginia
: to Marseille, France.

Reference: (a) General Instructions for Commanding Officers of Naval Armed
‘ Guard on Merchant Ships, 1944.

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following information
is submitted.

(a) Name of Vessel : S.5. Abangarez
Owner of Vessel t United Fruit Company
Captain of Vessel ¢ A, L, Hestvik
Chartered to p ¢+ War Shipping Board, Subchartered
to Ammy Transport
Gross Tonnage : 4,538
Type of Cargo : Refrigerated Products
(b) Port of Departure t Newport News, Virginia
Date of Departure + 18 April 1945

Convoy or Singly Convoy- Newport News to Gibraltar.
Singly- Gibraltar to Oran, Algeria.
Convoy- Oran to Marseille, France.
43 Newport News to Gibralter.

14 Gibraltar to Marseille, France.
5 Escorts consisting of 1 DD, 3 DE
and 1 PF from Newport News to
Gibraltar, 2 additional DD joined
a day out from Gibralter.

2 Escorts from Oran to Marseille
consisting of DE's. Two Navy blimps
and aircraft were overhead outside

..

Number of Ships
Number of Escorts

of Newport News and Gibralt
Port of Arrival : Marseille, France '
Average Speed : 95 knots.
(e) No contact was made with the enemy although the following action

took place, At 0413 on 18 April 1945 an escort dropped 8 depth
charges on a sound contact which was soon lost. At 0251 on 26 April
1945 the escort dropped 4 depth charges. At 0305 on 3 May 1945 an
escort reported a sound contact, the convwoy executed an Emergency
turn to starboard., No charges were dropped and the convoy returned
to it's course at 0325 as the contact was probably a false one.,
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CONFIDENTIAL 2. 7 May 1945

Subject: Voyage Report of the S.S. Abangarez from Newport News, Virginia
to Marseille, France.

(a) Weather was favorable, HNo navigatrmts were shown during
the Atlantic crossing. In the Mediterﬂnean, running lights
and stern lights were shown.

)

(e) The loading of the vessel at Newport News, ﬁrginia appeared to
be efficient.

(£) The radio operators appeared to carry o;t "Wartime Instructions
for Merchant Vessels", The radio log was reviewed and signed
by the Commadores Communication Officer, Lt., Paul H., Rice, Jr.
and the Master.

(g) " The flood valves to both magazine flooding systems should be
repaired as there is a small leakage in both valves,

(h) The Captain and Officers of the ship appeared to carry out
"Wartime Instructions for Merchant Vessels", This was the
Flag ship of the convoy during the Atlantic crossing.

(1) No recommendations are submitted,

(3 All friendly aireraft followed the proper precedure on
approaching the convoy,

(k) Classes are held for men qualifying for Slc and for those that

are striking for Petty cer ratings. Gun drills on all guns
are held to prefect the wdrking ef"%he, gun crew.

g Ensign Ralph K. Brafford . USNR.
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U. S, NAVY PORT OFFICE,
MARSETLLE, FRANCE.

1st Endorsement 9 May 1945

From:
To:
Via:

U. S. Navy Port Officer.
The Chief of Navel Operations.
COMNAVNAW (USNAVPOMED) «

3. Forwarded,
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3. Repairs requested under item (g) are to be handled by
Chief Engineer aboard ship.

eeca Y 17 3806
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