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UNITED   STATES   NAVAL   FORCES   IN   EUROPE

PORT   LIAISON   OFFICE
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From,
To.,
ViaS

Subj ect :

1,

U.S.  Naval  Liaison  Officer,

6  October,  19L2.

Gourock-C1¥
The  Chief  of  Naval  Operations.
The  Commander,   U.S.  Naval  Forces

Paragraph  #38  report,    S.  S.

Forvarded.

Lieut-Commander ,  U. S.N.R.___----------------.-----------_
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UNITED   STAPES   FLEET
U.S.   NAVAL   FORCES   IN   EUROPE

2o   GRosVErvoR   SQUARE
LONDON,TV.1.
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The   Commander,   U.a.   Naval  Forces   in  Europe.
The  Chief  of  Nave.10perations.

For.war.ded .
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FROM:

TO:

VIA:

S.  S.  Abangarez
Oct.  4th,   1942

Cormanding  Officer,  I\Taval  Armed  Guard,   on  SS  Abangarez

Chie.f  Of  Naval  Operations

id
(1)  U.  S.  Liason  Officer,   Gour.ock,   Scotland.

(2)   Com-.1.ander-in-Chief,   I,T.   S.  I`Taval  Forces   in  Europe,
London,   England.

SUBJ_TI:Gil :         pLeport   Of   voyage

RFT'ERENCE:   General  Instructions  for  Corm,iancling  Officers  of  Naval
Armed  Guards  on  }`:erchant  Ships.   July  i,1942  Paragraph  436

(a)   SS  Abangal.ez,   freighter,   4558  gross  tons,   ammunition.
Oi.mer-  United  FTuit  Company,   Chartered  to  War  Shipping
Administration.

(b)   Departed  ft.om  New  York,  N.Y.  Sept.   17th,   1942   at  0420.

£2ri%:=SG::::#?°8;t:b::C:::,V;g=;i:i ;%:::  lo  hoots.
(c)   None

(d)   Only  incident  out  of  I`outine  was  that  on  September  26th

fgdy:h]±T:  ackag:u:f]:g3r:: ::8' g§3:n :=a¥a€:g ::°£.tB;cr[:.5n
up  the  lights  of  a  few  chips  and  the  ne}Lt  morning  we  counted
a  total  of  17  ships  with  us,   including  our  own.  About  noon
a  col.vette  appeared  fron  the  north  and  took  charge.  We  did
not  I.egain  contact  with  the  main  body  again  until  the
morning  of  September  50th.  At  this  time  we   coLiJ.d  see  only
47  chips.   In  the  meantime  we  had  two  days  of  rough  weather,
dnl`ing  which  the   ship  peceivQd  some   damage,   including  loss
of  a  life  raft  and  the  staving  in  of  a  bulwal.k.

Speed  10  lmots.  No  lights  were   choun,   except
in  fog  when  stel`n  cluster  lamp  or  fog  lamp  wel.e   shown.
vessel  changed  course  vi.hen  instructed.

(e)   No  orders

(f)  Yes
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(g)   T.i`orv7al.d  20  IT:  gun  mounts   should  be   cormected  to
flying  bridge  by  catwalks.

All  gun  mounts  should  have  lockers  secured  to  them
on  the  outside  for.  gear  such  as  gas  masks,  helmets,   spare
parts,  tools,  etc.

Conning  tower  should  be  constructed.  on  flyin`:  bridge
for  gimnery  Officer.  This  would  be  valuable  for  stowing

3:tar:, a:€g.aftt%:£E°:i §6 ¥E:¥idh£¥e:6m:a=g:s#:d::.  firing
protection  against  air-craft.

Shelter  Should be  consti.ucted  under  4"  50  gun  platform
for.  st;owage  of  gear.,   and  for  stationary  stand-bys  in
Condition  11.  1.,I,'ould  also  be  valuable  as  shelter  against
air-craft  attack.  It  of  course  could  also  be  used  in
cleaning  20  I'`H[  guns  in  foul  weather.

20  ]\:n!I  am_iunition  may  be  defective.   in  several   instances
we  have  had  stoppages  in  guns  during  test  firing  due  to
primers  becoming  disconnected  from  cartridge  case,  probably
when  being  ejected.  Sometimes  the  face  piece  will  car'ry
the  pl.imer  back  with  it,   jamming  it  between  8ace  piece  and
unexploded  cartridge  in  firing  chamber.  The  striking  pin
thus  carmot  get  a  forceful  enough  contact  with  the  primer
of  the  unexploded  cartridge,  and  a  stoppage  resij.its.  I  am
taking  this  up  with  the  D.   E.   }\J[.   S.

(h)   Appeared  to.

(i)  See   (g)   above.  Recl`eational  facilities  for  men  should
be  rmde  more  accessible.  A  special  Navy  launch  should  be
assigned  to  this  port  for  transpolitation  of men  on  libel.ty.
Some  of  ny  men had  to  wait  4 hour.a  for  a  liberty  boat  to
appear.
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