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(r5)   Port   facilities   "'er'e   |'ood   as  we  were  unloaded   ln  five
days,   twe.}ty-t`r.Pee   `nours   a.rid   twent,y-five   minutes.

(h)   The  master   and   officers   of   t,he   ship   aT)oeared   to   carry
out  T./'artime   Instr.uctlons   for  TJnited  States   :,:er.chant   Vessels,the
life  bc>ets   v,'ere  never'   swung  outboard  during  the   entire   tr.ip.
Blackout   I.egu]ations  wer.e   strictl:,.r  obser.ved,   bilges   md  \./aste  matel.1als
were   eITptied   at  nlf3htfall,   ro\i.ting  instriictions   were   foil_owed,
codes  and  sii~r.€`ls  were  kept  as   classified.                                           /'

(i)   Recomr:endations:   Christm`as   tree   be   flu;ijlied   to   carry
c o --i v 0 T   i i . , :A- t S .

(i)   There   was   no   improper  proc-edure   on  the   I)apt   of   freindly
aircraf t   aD`~roachin:   the   convoy.

(k)   Training   at   Sea:   Lectul`es   have   been   Given   on   the   follo'..dr,i;
subjects:   Crientetior.,   Sri-iall   Ar.ms   Instructic`ns,   fLrticles   of   t,he
Governm.e.n.t   of   tlri_e   :\:avy,    Abandon   C`:`.i.r,   Libert;r   -nstruct,ic)n,   Venereal
(realt:r,)   Ce.r€o   Pilferase,   Censor.ship,   First  Aid,   Safety  Pr`ec&utions,
a-as   ;~ask   Drill,   Life   tTackets,   Fleco;.Tnitlon.    This   s`.-.ip   ls   operatiri.g
v€'itl`,   a   reduced   gun   crew.

(1)   Tr.is   I'epc`rt   is   not   for'warded   fl.om   abl.oad.
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From:      PD,   Balto.
To :              CIJO.

v``\

I.        }`orwarded.      The   clei.ects   and   cieficiencies   rientionecl   in  paragr&ph   (f )
have been  completed  b;,r  the  Assistant  Industrial  :±anaGcr,   Balti,.nore.   All,I,   Balto
did  not  approve   the  re(iuest  ,.1entioiied  in  icem  (i).

C.   i\.    TRAV=RS
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3.   For.t   of  reparture:   Qenl   Saf ,   :\To.   Afr.ice   22Ja_'iuar.y
1945,   Joined   convoy  bo`und   for   the
United  States,   destination
::a:npton   Roads,   22   .Tanual.y   1945

Convoyed   ol.   Independe   t:   Independent
Speed   (Average)    11.5
:,Tunber   of   Escor.t   \-essels:   }\Tone.

4.   Convoy   to   TJnited   States:
Por.t   of  Departure:   Oran,   No.   Africa  22   Janual.y  1945
Pot.t   of   Ar.I.ival:   Norfolt{,   }:ew  `._rork,   Baltimore.
Convo}red   or.   Independent:   Convo:`-ed              49   Ships
Speed    (Aver.aL=;`e)7.8
Number   c)f   Escort   Vessels:   'iTSS   Self ridge    (CTG   60.2)
Union   Tov7n,    Pr.ide,   I.:enges,   I.1osley.
Convoy   Cor.1,/Iociore:    Capt.    G.F.    3unell
Vice    Co_.'.'.!odope:    Cat)t.    I.A.    Ore_ris:rLaw

(c)   Contacts   and   action  with  the   eneny:
1.   12  January  1944   2315  Enemy  aircr'aft   over  :.arseilles,

Fra:`_ce.   Did  not   open   fir'e,   no   damage.
2.    9   February   1945      1645    (FI,)DE   COZ`!.

=jT    ZtEEP     CLOSET,     =F     S,L=,     \^,F[.i        0AST     _jT_,,`,±`r[T_1:rp.     :`.0    L]`3{3,I,S

ARE   Ic   pE   f`LAST-:iD    ._ i`-LISS   ',','EA'+'_-r=3   BI:cc`:`=s    I  -ICK.    BTr„

(d)   General   res-ime   of   t,he   voyage:   All   ::av,+  her+ds   ~.a_oned   t_i_eir
Battle   Stitions   at  fe.wn  and  :usk   durin=   the   entire   voyage.   FI.om
::arseilles,   France   to   C)I.a   ,   I'o.   Africa   the   ship  burned   side   li,:hts
&`n,d   fore   steajTiir+6  lit;ht   at  full  brilliance   after  reechin:  42  degrees
north.   In   the  !tedlter.I.anean  ship  bur.ned   side   lici_hts,   for`e   steaming
light  ar,d  r.asthead  light  at  full  brilliance.   There  was  negli=eace
sho',`,'n   in   the   convoy  rer`tainlng   to   d]..srosal   of  i:arbage   in  a&-}li=}it,
hours,   and   flashing  li,:hts   were   shown  al`ter  sunset  and  before   s`jm-
rise.   Leaving   rTibrialtar`   co.'ivoy   received   aircraft   covers:e   two   da:.rs.
C;ross-..r.€   the   Atla.r}tic   but.ned   side   li  -`L-its   a.rid   blue   stern   11  `ht   [iost
of   tT+n+e   trip   under   '``o,rmo5ores   orders. T-Aircraft   ca.i+e   out   frolrt   `er. ;:uda.
',!!7e   received   alrcr.aft   covera=e    =9!-.1n=   into   "aj.'ipton   i?`o&ds.

(e)   The   comr^er.cial   radio   operator.s   appeared   to   cal`r`y  out'^'artirie   instructions   for  mercti6nt   vessels   and  kept   all   lntel.cepted
messages   confidential.

(f)   The   fol]owing   defects   and   deficie_ic.ies   i','ere  br.a  ;,:ht   to
t.iie   atte_i.tio_n.  of   the  por't   dir.ector.a,   I(.arseilles,   :it.ance   an6  :\-or folk,
`.`-a.    d'je   to   lack   of   time   were   Liot   rev)alred.

Dama=ed   st;1inter   s-=tiel  i   on   bow   Li''50
S.iioke-1:`1oit   :lacks.
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A=iJ`„.D   rr-, ARt`/   ~..i,'| r.
S.    S.    ABBO.I   I,.    :,=ILI,S                 ``

Aji:`:in    'j:-7`TARI>   cElrTER     (ATI,A.:TTIJ )
BRC cl{IiYN,    ?,TE,./'   |rr`,3K

11   February  1945

CC:JF'Ii)E:JTIAL

FI. C)in :

To:

Via:

Sub i e c t i

Reference :

ERICKSON,    Carl   Edward,    51754S,   D-I,,   USNR.
Comnanding   Officer.,   Naval   A]rmed  fTuard.
(c/o   Armed   Guard   Center  Atlantic)
S.    S.    A=`13CT   I,.    MILljs                                Gross   tons:    7176

T'he  -  Chief  of  lJaval  operc~tions.

Tr_e   Port  Director,   Balti:tore,   ?:ap}rland.

Report   of   Vo`/age,   S.    a.    ABT30T   Ij.    -:II,LS
From  Mar.seilles,   FI.Once   to  Baltimore,   I,:8r-l and
via   Oran,   }To.   Africa   and   Beni   Saf,   i`Jo.   Afl`1ca.

(a)   Gener.al   Instructions
of   :`Taval   Armed   Suairds   on
4301.

I.            In  accordance  with  reference   (a),
is   sub,ult,ted.

for   Comnandin€   Officers
I,:erchant,   Vessels,   .'.I.a{jl.a.I)h

the   i.ollowing  infor..a.&tion

(a)   Ty_ce   of   Vessel:   SteeLm   Screw.    T}-pe   of   Car.go:   Ballast
1500   ton   Iron  Ore.

Ouner   of  Vessel:   U.   S.   A.   'i'.'ar  Shipping   Adrninistl.ation.
Charter.ed   to:   Coastwise   Pacific   Far  East   I,1nes.   Ralph

I,elrian   i.:as cer.

(t))   1.   Pol`t   of  I)eparture:   I.,:arsellles,   France   18  January  1945
Port   of   Arrival:   Oran,   IJo.   Africa  21   January  1-9i5 ----
Convoyed   or   Independent:   Indeoendent
Speed:    (Average)    10.0
}Jumber.   of   Escort   Vessels:   None.

;:::  ::  ¥:::::?eieffag;f:J°.{Toff#::c:L2ia::::gr;9f545
Ijoaded  Ballast  1500   ton  Iron  Ore.`Jonvoyed   or.   Independe.rit:   Inde,3endent

Speed    (Averaf3e)    11.2
Number   of  Escort  Vessels:   None.
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