
ARMED   GUAR`D---bNIT
~   S.    S.    ABBOT   L.    }`,:II.LS             ~

ART`,TED   ~juARD   CENTER    (ATLANTIC)
BROOKLYN,    NEW   YORK

12  January  1945

CONFIDENTIAli

F`rc)in,

TO:

Via=

Sub i e a t i

Reference:

ERICKSON,    Carl   Edward,    317348,   D-L,   USNR.,
Cormanding  Offlcel`,   Naval   Amed  Guard.
( C/a   AmQd_  GuLar_4__ _a_ep_|aL;LAtl antl c )  .
S.   S.   ABBOT  I.   MIIjLS                           Gross   tons:   7176-----I
The   Vice   Chief  of  Naval   Operations.

The   Port  Director.,   Marseilles,   FI.Once.

Report   of   Voyage,   S.    S.   ABBOT  1„   I,?II,I,S
FTom  Oran,   Nor'th  Africa,   to  Marseilles,   Fr.once.

(a)   General   Instructions   for  Corimandlng  Officers
of  Naval   Armed   Gual`ds   on  Mer.chant  Vessels,   Paragraph
4301.

1.           In  accordance  with  reference   (a),   th.  following  lnfomatlon
ls  submlttod.

(a)   Type   of  vessel:   Steam  Scr.ew.      Type   of   Car.gor   a]'nmunltlon,
Grenades,   Smoke   Fha I.es,
Trucks,   ::'ail.

Ouner   of  vessel:  U.S.A.   War.  Shipping  Adminlstratlon.
Chartered  to:   Coastwlse   Pacific  Far.  East  I,ines.   3alph

Lemon  Master.

(t>)   Port   of  Depal.tur.a:   Oran,   North  Afr.ica,   8  Januar`y  1945.
Port  of  Arr.1val:   Mar.sollles,   France   12  Januar.y  1945.
Convoyed   ol`   Independent:   Convoyed   8   JanuaI.y   1945   to
0530   11   January  1945.

1945   tc;   12   Janual.y   1945.
Independent  0550  11   Januar.y

Speed   (Aver.ago)   in  Convoy   9.0
Number  of  Ships   ln  Convoy  16
Number.  of  escort  vessels  or  alrcr8ft:

F/s   col,I,:AroAI\TT   Bony   (sO) ,   A]¢D   F/s

(c)   Contacts   and  action  with  enemy:   None.
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ifj;;::je;::i::;di:u:i§js;;;¥Dfj;;i;:;:;V;;;a;;e;i£:i;::!i;§¥;:fi:;¥[e
the  merchant   cr.dw  mauned  most  of  the   guns   and  did  a   creditable
job.

red,greeni:e:::gf:¥h::§gb§,i88b!§i:;id£:::::;£j:::#¥i±|.]i±£:::,
was  not  a   compl.to  understanding  as   to  what   the   slonal  :neant.
0530   convoy  goparated,   traveled  lndeoendently  from  that  point.

#:  ::g£::`ry  weather  had   to  hove  to  all  day,   sea  quloted  doun  in
12  January  1945  0800   found  ourself  to  be  ln  Golfe  De

Fog,   Cur.ned  around  and  headed   for  peal.selllos,   F+9nce.

This  ls
11   December   1944. the  second  convoy  this   ship  has  loft   since

:;:i::::j!:;;i;:;t:¥;i:::::fj::::eta::;;:;::::::6A;::;::;::;::-
wartime(if|s:i:c::o¥:I::£]m::gi°an:P:::::;::£Ee£:::::iC::;gr::+jted

:£§:£:§§:i::i:di::±i:££§£;::f*i:::.::dr:::;o¥::a:::::::I:O::ag;ling
Radio   silence  was   broken  11   Jenuapy  1945  1705  Sent   a

f:::gs¥::Sf£:t::c¥:n5±V±n8  nana.  bearing,   distance  from  x  and

to  the  fg:en¥:ofo::o\tv±:gpg:€e:f:e::grd£::f::£:±S:. w:::  :::u::t
lack  of  time  were  not  repaired.

Denagod  spllntor  on  bow  3''50.
Smoke  Floats  raH8  all  damaged  unat>le   to   Carry  floats.
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(h)   The  master.  and  officers   of   the   ship   carr.led  out  '+/artlne
Instructions   for  United  States  Mel`chant  Vessels.   Blackout  reg-
ulat]j)ns  vi'ere   stplctly  observed,   bilge.s   and  waste  materials  were
emptlbd,.at  nightfall,   I.outing  instructions  wel.a  otteyed  as   sea
pet.mltted,   codes   and  slgn8ls  wer.e  kept  as   classlfled,   etc.

(i)   R®com]]iendations:   Pot.table   pump   supT)lied   all   shl.os   for
emergency  pul.poses.

(i)   There  was  no   lmpl`oper  pr.oceedure   on   the   par+,   of  friendly
air.cl.aft   approaching  the   convoy.

(k)   inraining  at   sea:  Lectur.es  bav®  been  given  oo  the   following
subjects:  Orientation,   Small  Arms   Instructions,   Articles   for   the
Goverrment  of  the  Navy,   Abandon  Ship,   Liberty  Instruct,ion,   Venereal
(Health)   Cargo   Pllferage,   Censor.ship,   First  Aid,   Safety  Precautions,
rTas   Mask  Dr.._1ls,   I,1f®   Jackets,   Recognition.   This   ship   ls   oper.atlng
with   a  reduced   gun   cl.ow.

(i)   This  report  ls  fd)rwArdod  from  abro8a.

Finslgn,   D-Ij   USNR
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lst  Endorsement

from:
To:
Via:

i.
2.

u.  s.  NAvr  POR.I  OFFICE.  ¥3R3E±u|EE}  E£}!°E.

U.  S.  Navy Port  Officer.

i:!§§±§:¥:I:#::::i:0:::#£=a5RED3faohent.
Fo"arded.
Condltlon  I  properly  ob8®rved  and  indicated  ln  log.

Wltp  reforono®  to  Sub-paragraph   (g),   a  survey  va8
made  of  the  ropalr8  requested  but  lt  va5  nat  b6Silblo  to €ak®
action  on  thou  duo  to  lack  of  sufficient  time  and  facllitlos.
The  Armed  Guard  officer  was  directed  to  bring  tbese  items  to  the
att®ntlon  of  the  proper  authorities  upon  the  vos8el's  return  to  a
U.   So   Pal.t.

7Z: c . T722er
THOMAS   a.   PLAIT,
Lieut . ,   UsivTR .-----------------------------.--

2nd  Endorsement                U.   S.  NAVAL  DETi\Cm:ENT,   ¥8Rg:::=g}  E#CE.

FTom:
TO:
Via:

I.

e±.1

3£=canh£:;8o3ffi#.#r:€Lg:::|D®taobent.
Comander  EIGHTII  Fleet   (USNAVPORED).

Forunrded.

Cdndr.,  USNI

•JM  I?£ 1%5
-_    __ .
13rd

I
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