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5  January  1945.

ERICKSON,   Carl   Edward,   317348,   D-i  USNR.,
.,rpc%en#:gg::::e€:n¥::aft#:£c7uard.

S.   S.   ABBOT  L.   MII,rs                          Gross   tons:   7176

Th.  Vlco  Chlof  of  Naval  Operations.

The  Port  Dlr.eotor,   OI.an,   North  Africa

Report   of  Voyage,   S.   S.   ABBOT  1„   MILLS
I+om  Norfolk,   Va.   to  Oran,   North  Afl.ica.

(.)   General  Instz.uctlons  for  Comandlng  Officers  of
Naval  Amed  Guards  on  Merchant  Vessels,   Paragraph
4301,

(A)

Iri  accor.dance  with  I.eferenc®   (a) ,   the  following  lnformatlon
ls   Bubmltted.

(a)   Type  of  vessel:  Steam  Screw    Type  of  Cargo:   mmnitionGI.on.dos,   Smoke  flares,
Tmcks,  Mail.

Ouner  of  vossol:  U.S.A.  War  Shipping  Adnlnlstr.tlon.
Chart®I.ed  to:  Coastwlse  Paclflc  Far  East  Lines.   Ralph

I,®mon  Master.

(b)   Port  of  Departure:   Lymhavon  Roads,   Chos®poake  Bay,
Nor folk,   V®.19  Doc.mb®r   1944.

Port  of  Arl.1val:  Oran,   North  Africa,   5  Januar*  1945

93:::y?iv::8::fe3:3dent i  convoyed
Number  of  ships   ln  convoy:.  72
Number  of  .scort  vesseil8  or  alrcreft:

Task  Fol.ce 64

USS   BAI,CH   *   CAPT.    H.    S.    BERDINE   USCG.

COMCOFtDIV   80
USS 0 , Tool,E (F.)

JOHN  H.   pomas
MASON
JOHN   M.    BIRMINGHAM
AroREs
EDGAR   a.    CHASE

Hi5T|

COMDESDIV   26
USS LIVERMORB

EBEFILE
GTJLFPORT

(F)

Au::,:tyL&



Received   air   coverage   leaving  Lynnhaven  Roads  by  two  blimps
and  one  plane.

(c)   Contacts   and  action  with  the   eneny:   None.

(a)   General  resume  of  the   voyage:   All   Navy  hands  ^Tiauned  their
B.ttle  Stations  at  dawn  and  dusk  during  the   entire  voyage.   Adequate

€£:e:::v:;1:I:  ::;ec:::S  ::%a;fa :E::td;:::8ife:::a?°g:g:;v::::a  ±n
•venlngs  lig`nt  was   vlsibl®  from  .many  shlp8  in  the   convoy.   Stet.n
lights  were   shorn  in  convoy  from  time   to   time  during  adver.se  -ed;her`
oondl ti ons`.

(e)   This   is   the   first  pc>rt  of  call,   thel`efol.e,   no  rer>ort  of
the  port  facllltles.

(f)   The   cormel.clal   radio  opal.ators   appeal..ed   to   carry  out
wartime  radio  lnstl.uctions   for'  mer.chant  vessels  and  kept  all   inter-
cepted  messages   confldentlal.

(g)   The  following  defects   and  d®flciencies  wore  brought  to   the
atteritlon  of  the  port  director  Nor folk,   I)ut  duo  to  lack  of  time

repair.ed.
Damaged   spllntel`   shield  on  t)ow  5"50   gun.
Smoke   Float  racks   all   damaged  unable   to   carr.y  floats.

(h)   The  master  and   officer.s   of  the   ship   carl`1od   out   "'.I/aLI`tlme
Instl.uctions   for  United  States  Mer.cr.ant  Vessels''.   Blackout
regule tlons  were  Strictly  observed,   bilges   and  waste  materials
were   emptied  at  nightfall,   I.oiJting  instructions  were   obeyed,   codes
and   signals  wel.e  kept  as   classified,   etc.

(1)   Recommendations:   Strict   obsorvan8®   of  Blackout  Regulations.

(i)   There  was  no  lmpropor  proceedur.e  on  the  part   of  friendly
air.craft   appl.oaching  the   convoy.

(k)   Training  at  sea:  I,ectures  were  given  on  the  following
subjects:   OI.1entation,   Small  Arms   Instl.uctlons,   AJ.tlcles   for   the
Goverrment  of  the  Navy,   Abandon  Ship,   I.1b.rty  Instruction,   Ven®re.i
(Health),   Car.go  Pilf®rago,   C.nsorshlp,   First  Aid,   Safety  Precautions,
Gas   Masks,   I,ire   Jackets,   Recognition.   With  a  reduced  gun   cr.ew   there
ls  very  llttlo  time  for.  studying  lf  the  guns  and  quarters  ar.e  to
be  kept  ln  first  class  condltlon.

(I)   This   repol.t  ls   forward®d   fron  abroad.

Ensign,   D-L   LTSNH.
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FF;IST  Ei!DoasE4ENT.

From=
To=
Via:

i.

2.
deficiencies

u.s.   tw-4v4.L  OPE-ndTI:{G   BAsji
O:iJ.N

8  January  1945.

U.S.  Navy  Port  Officer.,  Or.an,   Algeria.
The  Vice  Chief  of  Naval  Operat,ions.
Co]rmander,   U.S.   EIG¥"  Fleet,.

For"arded.

This  ship  did  not  enter  h;rbor  so  no  act,ion  was  taken  regarding
mentioned  in  paragraph  I  (g) . c©#
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