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Ins+.motions  fc>r  Scuttling  l`{erchant
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Ships.

i.            It   is  the  policy  of   tr`.e  United  States  Govel.hment
t[iat  no-U.   S.  Flag  merchaLr.`.t   ship  be   permitted  to   fall   into  the
hands   of  t,he   ener.iy.

'              The   ship   shall  be   defended  by  her  arnai-lent,   by
mancuveF,   and   t)y  ever.y  available   -,leans   as   lon`?  as  possible.
When,   irt  the   judgment   of   the  Master,   capture   is  inevitable,   he
shall  scuttle  t,hc  ship.     Provision  should  be  .riade  to  open  sea
valves,   and  to  flood  holds  and  coripart.tents  adjacent   to  m-
chinery  spac3s,   start  nu,nerous  fires  and  employ  any  additional
rieasures  available  to  insure  certain  scuttling  of  t,he  vessel.

3.             I^rl  case   the  Master   is  I`eli`-;ved  of   com-,land   of  his
ship,   h€  shall  transfer  t,his  lett,cr  t.o  his  successol`,   and
obtain  a  receipt  1.or  it.

/S/   FENNI TENf I AI-:-=T;_}-
NO+tFOLK VmGINIA
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