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JUNE, 5,144

LT. (JG) MERLE JAMES GRAHAM, U.S.N.R.
CQMANDING OFFICER, NAVAL ARMED GUARD,
(C/0 ARMED GUARD CENTER, S. BROGKLYN, N.Y.)
S.S. ABEL STEARNE, GROSS TONS 7176
THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

foRA
THE NAVAL LIATSGN OFFICER, NAPLES, ITALY.

REPORT OF VOYAGE S.S. ABEL STEARNS FROM BIZERTE, TUNISIA

DO _NAPLES ITALY VIA PORT AGUSTA, SICILY.

(=) GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMMANDING OFFICERS OF
NAVAL ARMED GUARDS ON MERCHANT SHIES, PARAG. 4301 TO 4307.

1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REFERENCE (a) THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS
SUBMITTED:

(a)

(B)

TYPE OF VESSEL: FREIGHTER (LIBERTY)

TYPE OF CARGO: AMMUNITION AND ARMY GENERAL

OWNER OF VESSEL: U.S. WAR SHIPFING AIMINISTRATION
CHARTERED TO: A.H. BULL & CO, , OPERATORS

PORT OF DEPARTURE: BIZERTE, TUNISIA.
DATE: JUNE 1, 1S4hie

CONVOYED.

SPEED (AVERAGE) : 8 KNOTS.

ARRIVED PORT AGUSTA, SICILY. JUNE 3, 1944e
LEFT PORT AGUSTA, SICILY. JUNE 4, 194,
CONVOYED.

SPEED (AVERAGE) : 8 ENOTS

ARRIVED NAPLES, ITALY JUNE 5, 194k4.

NUMEER OF SHIPS IN CONVOY: OUT OF BIZERTE * 52
OUT OF AGUSTA * 52

NUMBER OF ESCORT VESSEIS: OUT OF BIZERTE * 6
OUT OF AGUSTA * 3

INTERMITTENT AIR COVERAGE DURING ENTIRE VOYAGE
PORT OF ARRIVAL: NAPLES, ITALY. JUNE 5, 194k
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(C) THIS VESSEL HAD NO CONTACT NOR ACTION WITH THE ENEMY.

(D) THE VOYAGE WAS ROUTINE THROUGHOUT. VESSEL ZIG*ZAGED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS.

(E) |THE VESSEL WAS DELAYED SCMEWHAT IN PORT DUE TO THE
INEFFICENT MANNER OF LOADING., THE AMMUNITION WAS LOAIED
EFFICENTLY BUT THE GENERAL CARGO POORLY HANDLED. DOCK
' AUTHORITIES WERE VERY UNCOOPERATIVE IN THEER RELATIONS WITH

\ . /mm.mﬂzmmummwmmsucanmnaro
v 3 PRESENT A FIRE HAZARD AND IT WAS NECESSARY FOR MASTER TO APPEAL
o A TO THE HIGHEST RANKING MILITARY AUTHORITY TO HAVE THE CONDITION
Py, CORRECTED. DECK CARGO WAS SO PLACED AS TO PREVENT ACCESS TO THE

GUNS. ON' INSISTENCE OF AGCO., A CATWAIK WAS BUILT AFT AND ONE
PROMISED FORWARD BUT NEVER MATERIALIZED, SHIFS CARPENTER
FINALLY BUILT A MAXESHIFT STRUCTURE AFTER SHIP HAD FUT TO SEA.
LOADING PERFORMED BY ARAB WORKMEN SUPERVISED BY ARMY OFFICERS,

(F) THE MERCHANT RADIO OPERATORS APPEARED TO CARRY OUT WARTIME
RADIO INSTRUCTIONS PARTICULARLY IN REGARD TO KEEPING INTERCEPTED
MESSAGES CONFIDENTIAL.

() THERE ARE NO DEFECTS IN ARMAMENT OR EQUIFMENT REQUIRING
DMMEDIATE ATTENTION.

(H) THE MASTER AMD OFFICERS OF THE SHIP WERE DILIGENT ABOUT
CARRYING OUT * WARTIME INSTRWCTIONS FCR U.S. MERCHANT SHIES®,.

(I) THERE ARE NO RECOMMENDATIONS. k

(I) NO IMPROPER PROCEDURE ON THE PART OF FRIENDLY AIRCRAFT
AFPFROACHING THIS VESSEL WAS NOTED. '
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LT. (JG) D*V(3) U.S.N.R.
ARMED GUARD COMMANDER
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