CONFIDENTIAL MAY 8, 1944

FROM : LT. (JG) MERLE JAMES GRAHAM, U.S.N.R.
CQUMANDING OFFICER, NAVAL ARMED GUARD.
(C/0 ABMED GUARD CENTER, S. BROGKLYN, N.Y.)
S.S. ABEL STEARNS., GROSS TONS 7176

TO: CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS,

VIA: THE PORT DIRECTOR, NAPLES, ITALY,

SUBJECT: REPORT OF VOYAGE, S.S. AEEL STEARNS FROM NEW YORK N.Y. TO
NAFPLES, ITALY VIA NORFOIK VA. AND PORT AGUSTA , SICILY,

REFERENCE: (A) GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMMANDING OFFICERS OF NAVAL
fumuum ON' MERCHANT SHIFS 1943, PARAGRAPHS 4301,
307

l, IN'ACCORDANCE WITH REFERENCE (A), THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS
SUBMITTEDs

(A) TYPE OF VESSEL: FREIGHTER (LIBERTY)
TYPE OF CARGO: ARMY ,GENERAL AND AMMUNITION
OWNER OF VESSEL: U.S. WAR SHIPPING AIMINISTRATION
CHARTERED TO: A.H. HULL & CO. , OPERATORS

(B) PORT OF IEPARTURE: NEW YORK, N.Y.
DATR: APRIL 10, 194h.
CONVOYED.
SPEED (AVERAGE) : 9 1/2 KNOTS
ARRIVED LYNNEHAVEN VA, APRIL 11, 1944,
LEFT LYNNEHAVEN VA, APRIL 13, 1944.
CONVOYED.
SPEED (AVERAGE) : 9,336 ENOTS
ARRIVED PORT AGUSTA, SICILY. MAY 5, 194k
' LEFT PORT AGUSTA, SICILY. MAY 7, 194k
GANVOYED
SPEED (AVERAGE) : 8 1/2 KNOTS,
ARRIVED NAPLES, ITALY, MAY 8, 194k, 3
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PORT OF ARRIVAL: NAPLES, ITALY. MAY 8, 1944.
(C) THIS VESSEL HAD NO CONTACT NOR ACTBON WITH THE ENEMY.
(D) THE VOYAGE WAS ROUTINE THROUGHOUT.

(E) THIS VESSEL ANCHORED IN PORT AGUSTA HARBOR 1100 MAY 5, 194l
THE MASTER ENDEAVORED BY BLINKERE AND FLAG HOIST TO INFORM
THE PORT AUTHORITIES THAT THE ENGINES REQUIRED 48 HOURS
REPAIRS AND REQUESTED PERMISSION TO PROCEED WITH SAME.
SEVERAL HARBOR PATROL BOATS PASSED BY AND ACKNOWLEDGED
SIGNALS BUT NO ANSWER WAS RECEIVED AND IT WAS NOT UNTIL
THE FOLLOWING DAY MAY 6, 19,4. AFTER THE MASTER HAD OBTAINED
PERMISSION FRQM A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE U.S. NAVAL LIASION
OFFICER TO GO ASHORE, THAT INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED FROM
THE BRITISH THAT REPAIRS WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE AS THE CONVOY
WAS TO LEAVE AT 0530 THE FOLLOWING MORNING. ACCORDING TO
THE MASTER THE BRITISH AUTHORITIES ADVISED THEY WERE T00
BUSY TO PAY ATTENTION TO HIS SIGNALS, HAD THE SIGNALS
BEEN' ANSWERED PROMPTLY THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN SUFFICENT
TIME TO EFFECT THE NEEDED REPAIRS,

(F) THE MERCHANT RADIO OPERATORS APPEARED TO CARRY QUT
WARTIME RADIO INSTRUCTIONS PARTICULARLY IN REGARD TO
KEEPING INTERCEPTED MESSAGES CONFIIENTIAL.
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STRIKER
ARMED GUARD CREW WERE INEXPERIENCED AND THIS INEXPERIEN
CONSTANT FRICTION EETWERN THE MASTER AND THE ARMED GUARD.
CAUSE TOR WORRY TO ALL CONCERNED.
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D.f \J
MERLE J. GRAHAM,
LT. (JG) U.S.N.R.
ARMED GUARD COMMANTER

DECLASSIFIED
AuthoritpNg 1S0/G|



