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ENSIGN     EDWIN     ANTHONY     GEHRING,      U.S.N
C0iv"ANDING    OFFICER,     NAVAL     ARMED    GU
(c/O
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A R M E:
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NTER,     S.BROOKLYN,
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THE    VICE    CHIEF    OF    NAVAL    OPERATloNS

THE    PORT    DIRECTOR,     NEW    YORK,     N.Y.

REPORT    OF    VOYAGE    0F    S.S.ABE:L    STEAftNS     FROM
AVONMOUTH.      ENGLAND     TO     NEW     YORK,      N.Y.

REFERENCE:      (A)      GENEPIAL      INSTRUCTIONS     FOP.     COMMANDING
OFFICERS     0F.     NAVAL     ARMED    GUARDS    ON     MERCHANT
SHIPS,19u3     EDITION,     PAR.u3¢1

1.                   IN     ACCORDANCE     WITH     REFERENCE     (A)      THE     FOLLOWING
INFORMATION      IS     SuBMITTED:

(A)      TYPE    OF.    VESSEL:      FREIGHTER     (LIBERTY)
TYPE    OF.    CARGO:      BALLAST
OWNE:R     0F.     VESSEL:      U.S.WAR     SHIPPING    ADMINISTRATloN
CHARTEftED    TO:     A.H.BULL    &    CO.,     OPERATORS

(a)      PORT    0F    DE:PARTURE:     AVONMOUTH,     ENGLAND
DATE:     FEBRijARy    25,     i9tru
C 0 N \/ 0 Y E D
SPEED    (AVERAGE)   :     8.6u    KNOTS
NUMBER    0F    VESSELS      IN     ESCORT:     MOST     SEEN     AT     ANY     ONE

TIME     WAS     5.         OCCASIONAL
PATROL    AIRCRAFT    SEEN.

NUMBER    0F.    VESSELS      IN    CONVOY:
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(C)      THIS     VESSEL     HAD     NO    CONTACT     NOR     ACTION     WITH     THE
E N F- M Y  .

(D)      THE    VOYAGE     WAS     ROUTINE     THROUGHOUT.

(I)      THIS    VESSEL     ANCHORED     IN     BRISTOL    CHANNEL     ABOUT
TEN    MILES    ABOVE    BABRV     ROADS,     211¢,     FEB.25    TO    ¢73¢,     F.EB.26.
AT    ¢9¢¢,     F.EB.26,     VESSEL    ANCHOREI)    AT    BARRY    FtoADS    AND    PRO-
CEEDED    TO    SWING    SHIP    T0     ADJUST    COMPASSES    UNTIL     11¢6,     FEB.26
AT     1730,      FEB.26,     \'ESSEL    ANCHORED    AT    MILFORD    HAVEN      IN    ORDER
THAT    CONVOY     CONFE:RENCES    COULI)     BE     ATTENDED.         VESSEL    DEPARTED
FROM    MILF.ORD     HAVEN     AT     184®,     FIB.28.
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(F)      THE     MERCHANT     RADIO    OPERATOR     APPEARED     TO    CABRY
OUT     WAP.TIME     RADIO      INSTRUCTIONS     PARTICULAftLY      IN     REGARD
T0     KEEPING     INTERCEPTED     MESSAGES    CONFIDENTIAL.

(G)      THE     ARMED    GUARD    COMMANDER'S     CABIN      IS     ENTIRELY
TOO    SMALL     FOR     LIVING     QUARTERS     AS     WELL     AS     THE     CONDUCT    OF
THE     BUSINESS     WHICH     A     CREW    OF    27     MEN     ENTAILS.          HIS     CABIN
IS     AS     SMALL     AS     THE    SMALLEST    CABIN     OCOuPIED     BY     A     LICENSED
MERCHANT     MARINE     OFF.ICER     ABOARD.           IT      IS     SUGGESTED     THAT
THE     LOCKER    OPPOSITE     HIS     CABIN     BE     ASSIGNED    TO     HIS     USE    AND
THAT     A    DESK     BE      INSTALLED      IN     HIS    CABIN,      lF     LARGER     QUARTERS
ARE     NOT     AVAILABLE.

THE     ARt`JIED    GUARD     CREW'S     a,UARTERS     AND     LOCKERS     ARE
ESPECIALLY     CROWDED     AS     APPEARS     FRC)M     THE    COMPARISON     WITH
ME:RCHANT     PERSON.`'EL     FACILITIES     BELOW:

SPACE      IN     LIVING    QUARTERS     PER     MAN:
MERCHANT -------    225   CUBIC    FEET
ARMED    GUARD    _    ----     133            n                   "

LOCKEFt    SPACE     PER    MAN:
MERCHANT-------
ARMEI)   GUARD    -----

'3:i   CU:lc   FE
N

CUBIC     FEET

lN     THE    CREW`S     OUARTEP`S     WHICH     ARE     LOCATED     AMIDSHIPS
MOISTURE    CONDENSES    ON     THE     BULKHEADS     AND    FBEEZES    TO      ICE.
THE:SE:    COMPARTMENTS     AS     WELL     AS     THOSE     ON     THE     AF.TER     SIDE     OF.
THE     PASSAGEWAY      IN     THE     POOP     (WHICH     HAVE     STEEL     BULKHEADS     A.ND
OVERHEAD)      ARE    FRIGID     AND    UNCOMFORTABLE      IN     COLD     WEATHER.
It\'SULATION      IS     RECOMMENDED.

THE     NEE[,      ,S     F.ELT    FOR    ,`Tr,ER    oF    SHELVES      ,N    THE
LOCKER     WHICH     OPENS     ON     THE     PORT     SIDE     OF.     THE     POOP.         ADDITIONAL
SPACE    COULI)     BE     ACQUIRED      IF.    THE    DOOR    0F     THE     LOCKER      INSII)E
THE     POOP     WERE     REHUNG     SO     THAT      IT     WOULD     SWING      INTO     THE
PASSAGEWAY      INSTEAD    OF      INWARD.

THE     L"5®     READY     BOXES      IN     THEIR     PRESENT     CONDITION
WILL     NOT     WITHSTAND     THE     SEVERE     VIBRATION     CAUSED     BY     THE     SCBEW
IN     ROUGH     WEATHER     WHEN     THE     SHIP      IS      IN     BALLAST     ONLY.           IT      IS
SuGGESTED    THAT    THEY     BE    REPLACED.

THE:     NEE:D      IS     F.ELT     FOR     SHIFTING     BOARDS      IN     THE     STAR-
BOARI]     MAGAziNE     Ar-T,      ARRANGED      iN     SUCH     A     wAv     THAT     THE     MAGAziNE
WOULD     BE     DIVIDED      INTO     THREE     BINS.

(H)      THE     MASTER     AND    OFFICERS    OF     THE     SHIP     WERE    DIL16ENT
ABOUT    CARRY"G    OUT     "WARTIME     INSTRUCTIONS     FOR     U.S.     MERCHANT
SH  I  PS  '1.

(I)      THERE     ARE     NO     RECOMMENDATIONS.
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(J)      NO      IMPROPER     PROCEDURE:     ON     THE     PART     OF.     FRIENDLY
AIRCRAF.T     APPROACHING     THIS     VESSEL     WAS     r!OTED.

(K)     ON     F.EBRUARy    28,     i9tri+    REpORT    OF    THis    cREwls
GUNr\'ERv     PRACTICE     AT    MILFORD    HAVEN     ON     DECEMBER     3®,19L3
WAS     RECEIVED     FROM    D.E.M.S.     STAF-F     OF.FICER:
SllRFACE    FIRING    -"PERCENTAG.I    83.8    ¢     (VERY    GOOD"
A/A     FIRING    -             _     ''VERV     GO0DW
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