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TT`S      Cr)NFIDENT|AL.  BRITISH  coiTF?r-                                FEBRUARY     IL,19tr4

FROM:                          ENSIGN     EDWIN     ANTHONY     GEHRINO,     U.S.N.R.,

COMMANDING    OFFICER,     NAVAL    ARMED    GUARD,

s?!?A3ErE3TEx£R3,c5g55§iT8ri3R?9SgyN,   N.w

THE   I-CHIEF   OF    NAIAL   OPERATIONS

1)     U.S.NAVAL    PORT    OFFICER,
BRISTOL    CHANNEL    AREA,     CARDIFF,     WALES

2)     COMMANDER    OF    U.S.NAVAL    FORCES     IN     EUROPE

SUBJECT:            REPoftT    0F    VOYAGE    OF    S.S.     ABEL    STEARNS    FBOM
HALIFAX,     N.S.     TO      AVONMC)UTH,     ENGLAND.

REFERENCE:      (A)     GENERAL     INSTRUCTloNS    FOR    COMMANDING
OFFICERS    OF    NAVAL    ARMED    GUARDS     0N    MERCHANT
SHIPS,19113    EDITION,     PARAGRAPH    43®1.

I.                 IN    ACCOBDANCE    WITH     REFERENCE     (A)     THE    FOLLOW-
ING     INFOBMATloN      IS     SUBMITTED:

(A)     TYPE    OF    VESSEL:         FREIGHTER     (LIBERTY)
TYPE    OF    CARGO:     GRAIN,     GENEftAL
OWNERS    OF     VESSEL:     U.S.WAR     SHIPPING    ADMINISTRATloN
CHAftTERED    TO:     A.H.BULL    &    CO.,     OPERATOPLS

MINISTRY     OF    WAR    SHIPPING,     ARMS    CARGO
U.S.LINES,     COMMERCIAL    CARGO

(a)    33PE:°:AR#£5T5g::,;StlFAx,   N.s.

CONVOYED
SPEED     (AVERAGE):     9    KNOTS
NUMBER    0F    SHIPS     IN     ESCORT:

NUMBE:R     OF     SHIPS      IN     CONVOY:

PORT     OF.     ARBIVAL:        AVONMOUTH

MOST     SEEN    A.    ANY     ONE
TIME     WAS     11.         PATROL
AIRCRAFT    WERE    SEEN
PART    0F    VOYAGE
OUT    OF     HALIFAX..17
OUT    OF    N.Y...
TOTAL........

ENGLAND
IjATE:      FEBRUARy   -,3,i;'riiy  ....

(C)      THIS    VESSEL    HAD    NO    CONTACT     NOR    ACTloN     WITH     THE
ENEMY  .

(D)     THE    VoyAGE    WAS    ROUTINE    THROUGHOUT.

(E)      THIS    VESSEL    WAS    NOT    DELAYED     IN     PORTS     FOR    ANY
REASON  .
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(F)      THE    MERCHANT    RADIO    OPERATOR    APPEARED    T0
CARRY     OUT     WARTIME     RADlo     lNSTRUCTloNS     PARTICULARLY      IN
REGARI)    T0    KEEPING     INTERCEPTED    MESSAGES    CONFIDENTIAL.

(a)      THE     ARMED    GUARD    COMMANDER'SCABIN      IS     ENTIRELY
TOO    SMALL    FOR     LIVING    QUARTERS     AS     WELL    AS     THE    CONDUCT
OF    THE     BUSINESS     WHICH     A    CREW    OF    27     MEN     ENTAILS.         HIS
CABIN      IS     AS     SMALL     AS     THE    SMALLEST    CABIN     OCCUPIED    BY     A
LICENSED     MERCHANT     MARINE     OFFICEB     ABOARD.

THE    ARMED    GUARD    CREW'S    QUARTERS     AND     LOCKERS
ARE     ESPECIALLY    CROWI)EI)    AS     APPEARS     FROM    THE     COMPARISON
WITH     MERCHANT     PERSONNEL     FACILITIES     BELOW:
SPACE      IN     LIVING    QUARTERS     PER    MAN:

MERCHANT   -----    225   CUBIC    FEET
ARMED    GUARD ----    133           M                '`

LOCKER    SPACE    PEft    MAN:

%E395A!]A;D:   :   =   =    13:£   Cu:Ic   FE:T
IN     THAT     O0MPARTME:NT     WHICH      IS     LOCATED    ON     THE

MAIN     DEct<      lN     THE     FORY!ARD    PART     OF    THE    DECK     HOUSE    0N
THE    PORT     SIDE     AND     WHICH      IS    OCCUPIED     BY     SEVEN     MEMBERS
0F    THE     ARMED    GUARD,     MOIBTURE    CONDENSES    ON     THE     BULKHEADS
Awl)    FREEZES    TO     ICE.         THE    COMPARTMENT     IS    FRIGII)     AND    UN-
COMFORTABLE      IN    COLD    WEATHER.         THIS    CONDITION     WAS      IN
lN     THE    VOYAGE    REPORT     SUBMITTED    TO    THE    U.S.NAVAL
HALiFAx,     N.s.     ANI>     iN    THE    MASTERi§    aEaui§Tti
lN    THAT     PORT,     BUT     IT     WAS     NOT    CORRECTED.

(H)      THE    MASTER     AND    OFFICERS     OF    THE     SHIP     WE:RE    Dl
GENT     ABOUT    CARRYING    OUT     "WARTIME      INSTRUCTIONS     FOR    U.S.
MERCHANT     SHIPS".

(I)      THERE     ARE     NO     ftECOMMENDATIONS.

(J)      N0     IMPROPER    PROCEDURE    0N     THE    PART    OF    FRIENDLY
AIRCRAFT     APPROACHING    T.HIS     VESSEL    WAS     NOTED.
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