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FROM:

TO:

DECEMBER    H,1943

!i!!gi;[!;:i:#;:i:;:i!!E;!i!E;;;:!#:,
THE   \±   CHIEF   OF.    NAVAL   OPERATloNS.

VIA:                        1)     U.S.NAVAL    PORT    OFF.lcER,
BRISTOL    CHANNEL    AREA,     ENGLAND

2)     THE    COMMANDER    0F    U.S.NAVAL    F.ORCES
IN    EUROPE

SUBJECT:        REPORT    OF.    VOYAGE    OF    S.S.     ABEL    STEARNS
FROM    Bo8Ton',.    MAss.    To    NEwpoRT,     ENGLAND,
VIA    HALIFAX,     N.S.

DEFERENCE:(A)     GENERAL     INSTftuoTIONS    FOR   COMMANDING   OFFICEfts
oF    NAVAL    ARMEI)    GUARI)S    ON    MERctlANT    Slllps,     1943
EDITION,     PARAORApll    43¢1.

1.                IN    ACCORDANCE    WITH    REFEftENCE     (A)     THE    FOLLOWINO
INFORMATION     IS    SuBMITTED:

(A)     TYPE    OF    VESSEL:     FREIGHTER    (LIBERTY)
TypE   OF   CARGO:    aENEBAL
OWNER    OF    VESSEL:     U.S.     WAR    SHIPPING    AI)MINISTRATION•CHARTERED    TO:     ARMY    TRANSPORT    SERVICE

tB'   33#:0:03E33E:u8E:   i8a;ON,   MAss.

CONVOYED

:3:5pRt3¥E§£?5!:  ,I   :€8Og¥?Ta   SURFACE   vEssELs
I     LioHTER    THAN    Am

£EE+VERLtEA¥tL|:!:'N8;Efa8E3VEg?Eig£5.    19tr3
CONVOYED
SPEED    (AVERAGE).:     lot/2    KNOTS
NUMBER    OF    SHIPS      IN    CONVOY:     OUT    OF    HALIFAX

OUT   OF   N.Y.-.
TOTAL-----

NUMBER    OF    ESCORT    VESSELS:     OUT    0F    HALIFAX    -

ENTIRE    CONVOY:
cOuNTED    AT    ANy    TiME    -9     (INCLUDING   AilcR

DIAN     AND     BRITISH    COASTS.
PORT    OF    ARRIVAL:     NEWPORT,     ENGLAND
DATE    0F    ARBIVAL:     I)ECEMBER    11,1943

9tpp'EEl;_P4|P9L   4!RCRiFt   WEEE-SEEN--6.FF.."E   OANA.
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I.  §.     :OfrF:::iJT=AL  .  B^F:=T=sr`:   cc.`\Ti.=D±

(C)             THIS    VESSEL    HAD    NO    CONTACT    NOR    ACTION    WITH
THE    ENEMY.

(D)             THE    VOYAGE    WAS    ROUTINE    WITH    THE    FOLLOWING

ER    3®,     i9tr3    ENOOuNTEREI]    STORM    AND
CONTINUED    UNTIE    THE    MORNING    OF    DECEMBER

2,     i9tr3.        DURING    THE    NiGHT   OF   DECErriBEE-1-:2-vE§sE[-iE.=-.-
CAME    SEPARATED    FROM    CONVOY     AND    RAN     ALONE    UNTIL    ABOUT
14¢0    I)ECEMBEft    2,     AT    WHICH    TIME    VESSEL    MET    APPARENTLY
DISABLED    UNITED    STATES    LIBERTY     SHIP     (UNIDENTIFIED)
WITH    BRITISH    CORVETTE    NUMBER    K33¢    STANI)lNG    BY.         K33¢
GAVE    THIS    VESSEL    COURSE    TO    JOIN    CONVOY     AND    ADVISED
THAT    SHE    WOULD    0VE.TAKE    US.        ABOUT    TWO    HOURS    LATER
SHE    DID    OVERTAKE    THIS    VESSEL,     LEAVING    AFORESAID    LIBERTY
SHIP,     AND    EScoftTED    THIS    VESSEL    UNTIL    SHE    REJOINED    THE

[ta!R?8Ng3TPAIA§B8gTD±3%gESD!SE#pE3T2§   N33;+I lag   3EaREEs
u¢    MINUTES    WEST.
2)     ABOUT    ¢715   DECEMBER    2    CAPTAIN    SIGHTED    WHAT    HE    THOUGHT
WAS    A    PERISOOPE    ONE    llALF    MILE    OFF    AT    ABOUT    45    I)EGREES
RELATIVE.        THE    GENERAL    ALA"    WAS    SOUNDED:     BATTLE    STATIONS
WERE     IMMEDIATELY    MANNED.        THERE    IAS    NO    FURTHER
DEVELOPMENT.        THIS    VESSEL.S    POSITION    AT    THE    TIME    0F
THE     iNciDENT    wAs    tr4   DEGREEs    4   MINUTEs    NORTH,    tr8    DEGREEs
5¢    WINUTES    WEST.

(E)            THIS    VESSEL    WAS    NOT    DELAYED     IN     PORTS     FOR
ANY     REASON.

(F)             THE   COMMERCIAL    RADIO    OPERATOB    APPEARED    TO
CARRY     OUT     WARTIME    RAI)lo     lNSTRUCTloNS     PARTICULARLY     IN
REGARD    TO    KEEPING     INTERCEPTED    MBSSAGES    CONFIDENTIAL.

(a)             NO    DEFECTS    OR    DEFICIENDIES     IN    LOCATION    OR
ARRANGEMENTS    OF    BATTERY    OR     IN     EQUIPMENT    AS    REGARI)S    MA-
TERIAL    OR    OPERATION     IS    NOTEI).        HOWEVER--
1}     THE     ARMEI)    GUARD    COMMANDE:RIS    CABIN      IS     ENTIRELY     TOO
SuALL    FOR    LIVING    QUARTERS    AS    WELL    AS    THE    CONDUCT    0F

T!EA§U§txEisA8H+3!   !M3EE:s?Fc£3i%E8o53;t±5S6v   X'ii8±3SED
MERCHANT    OF.FICER    ABOARD.
2)     THE    ARMED   auARD    cREwis    QUARTERs    AND    LOcKERs    ARE
ESPECIALLY    CROWDED    AS    APPEARS    FROM    THE    COMPARISON    Wl"
MERCHANT     PEFtsoNNEL    FACILITIES     BELOW:
SPACE     IN     LIVING    QUAFtTERS     PER    MAN:

MERCHANT --------- 225   CUBIC   FEET
ARMED   GUARD ------ 133   CUBIC    FEET

LOCKER    SPACE    PER    MAN:
MERCHANT -------    19,6   CUBIC    FEET
ARMED   GUARI) -----          6.4   CUBIC    FEET
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ON     MEF{OHANT

(li)                THE    MASTER    AND    OFFICERS    0F    THE    Slllp    WERE
I>iLiaENT    ABOuT    cARRyiNO   Out    .wARTiME     iNSTRuoTioNs    FOR
Ul'S..    MERCHANT    VESSELS".

(I)                siNCE    THE    sTANDARI>    HANDBOOKs    FOR    ARMEI>    auARli
COMMANDERS    ARE    A)     ORI)NANCE    AND    GUNNERY      INSTRuCTloNS    FOR
NAVAL    ARMED    GUARDS    0N    MERCHANT    SHIPS,     AND    a)     GENERAL
INSTRUCTIONS    FOR    O0MMANDING    OFFICERS    0F    NAVAL    ARMED    GUARDS
^L'    I,rl)A,, JL,,-

D    SINCE     INNUWERABLE    OIRCULAR    LETTERS,
ETC.     ARE     ISSUED    TO    ARMEI)    GUABD

HIGH    CONTAIN     NO    REFERENCE    T0    A)     OR

I  NSTRUC
COMMANI)
a)BU

ANY     OF'
AFFECT    pAftTs    OF.    At     AND    Bi     ANI>    AEE    faEF.EfaRi.B`LE

TO    SAME    EVEN     IF    REMOTELY,     --lT     IS    RECOMWIENDED    THAT    THE
PORT    DIRECTORS    Awl)    ARlulED    GUARD    CENTERS,     THROUGH    WHOM
THESE   LETTEBS,    Eta.    PASS   TO   A"Ei5-d
WHO    ORlaiNATE    MANy     OF    THEM,     MAKE
ETC.    SOME    REFERENCE    T0    PARTS    OF
TO    SANE    WAY    BE    MARKED    INISC.''.        T
GUARD    COMMANDERS    BY     LOOSE-LEAF    MET
WELL-ORGANIZED,    UN  IFORM,    UP-TO-I)it
AND    AI)DENDA     IS§uED    BE:TWEEN    SU6CES§l
IF    THIS    RECOMMENDATION    WERE-F6[[6iED

DERS    AND
ETTERS,

lftREFERABLE
AL   AF"EI)
COULI)    KEEP

N     ALL    CHANGES
ONS    OF    A)     AND    8).

USE    OF    REGULAR--.   \ ,.,,- \,\,I,|,\
93!!E§tE5  #£f '?#ERYN3#DJ3:LER3EDAa38#gE86:#3E6ER!TB±S
PERMITTED    TO   CARRY    THESE    SuPPLEMENT§    T0    A)     AND    a)     FROM
Slop    T0    SHIP    AS    ASSIGNED,    THUS    AVOII)lNG    POSSIBLE    LAXITY
ON    THE    PART    OF    A    PREDECESSOR.

(J)            N0     lwpROPER    PROCEDURE    0N    THE    PART    0F    FRIENI)LY
AIRORAF.T    APPROAclllNG    THIS    VESSEL    WAS    NOTED.
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