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UNITED    STATES    FLEET
UNIID  STATES  NAVAL   F`ORCES   IN  EUROPE
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From:                 Conmander,  U.S.   Naval   Forces   ln  Europe.
To      :                 Vise  Chief  or`  Naval   Operat,icjns.

Subj:                Repcrt.  of  voyage,       A£EI,   S.EARNS.
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UNITED    STATES    FLEFT

UNITED  STATES  NAVAL   FORCES  IN  EUROPE:

PORT ilAEON omc=
Got]RocK-nu: CLTDE

7   0cti,o-er.,    i./`'r3.

i`li.e  I-.:.   I,l`i~v`|1  Port   OI-i-icer,   a-ourock-i.he   Jlyle.
`F`ic  i.t.ice   ,3liief  of  Na`z-=1   0peritiort.s.

I.T`L`+?   cO ...-L'iinier,    .L-.3.    :-=`r=l   Fc`r`ces    i:I   ]i`irr`pe.

i.e=,+.    c:.   f)1_-i--.'`-`rj.   'rc:-:.33    S.i.    i'L:  JL   _`.`.-+i::,I;.

(a.)   Cliap.   IV,   See.   3,   Pir.      '_Sol  cti`  I:erici.-|l  It`strl.c-
lions  for  Comrandir|  `1fficers  o£  .;oval  Arnod
C-`iards  on  .[erc:i.act   Ships,   dated  26  A|)ril,1943.

For../arded.

Special  at,I,? |tion  i s  invited  I,o  .lil.1.tTa-_`+.s  i(c)   |r\.d

3.                              T±`.e   =1t;er2tir)}i3   r3cTr`tcsirt].   i:`   i)=i.|LTaph   1(e)   ...'ere   nc`t
;I:`.de   in  this  i>ol¥.   in  vie`,I..  of  i;il_Sin  n.1-L-lire   and  t,.I:e   lini3ed  i.L~cili.ics
1.`_Ore.      |t,   `.r_s   i._ict|]..e'.reLi   I+.:i.L   t2`e:r   cctuld   1)es.      e     ['Je   in   a   T.i.3.   por-;.

5.
:   --:I-=     T=orrt-:  .

rL`:lie    f.r||r`.iir_t:   a-1`  !i;ic`n `|    ?er-':'?r`3   .,''j``?    ._^?I.i.C'rc.C`   ir\.

(a)    .j}il   i.rc  1   I,:'i3   l'lc!3t,   =`c=L.13`.-`i33,    Lori:ion,    T/as   :'.e-
livei`c=`L   1:=o_-.i.cl.

(-Li)   ..len   (lo)    :;any   r``..i,in.~s   aLy`.i  t"o   (2)   .:erc`'icLn.t    s;1  I,en
tocj!:   t:'``c   I.I.;:.=.    Course.

(c)    .`  .-Oiit,;,7--._1_roe    (?.3)    I.len   'Tcr9   :`-Li'1    `L`:-O`r   z.1tis-L`tij.sing
o=`:1ic3=,

1`iie   1`ollo`,.,'i`.iL   su:1:`lies   i-7ei^e   i:sued:

(|r`)     =   Lo::e    i-10-_uS
(12)    i.  -.ic,3r=
(12;I           :..`.cLiitTL,e   I,=.r   et    :.cckets

:.=`rc-_.f.-`t.I.    e:ur'e s

(2)   CJ   i.'il3   :)uno.`_es
(5)   .-lt.--. ires
(.?'   )    ..`T.S.    .'r''50   :¥|'=r    1.1.
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FPOM:

SEPTEMBER    22,19u3

ENSIGN     EDWIN     ANTHONY     GE-HRING,     USNR,

§i!;'A}:,i:gsi:##g::;;L:§%E;¥;:AR?;.)
THE    VICE    CHIEF    OF     NAVAL    OPERATIONS

1)     THE    U.S.     PORT    OFFICER,     GOUROCK-THE    CLYDE
2)      THE    COMMANDER,     U.S.     NAVAL     FORCES      IN     EUFtopE

SUBJECT:             REPORT    OF    VOYAGE,     a.a.      ABEL    STFARNS,
FROM     ST.      JOHN,     NEW     BRUNS\'HCK,     CANADA    TO    GLASGOW,
SCOTLAND,     VIA     HALIFAX,      NOVA     SCOTIA,     CANAI)A.

REFERENCE:      (A)     GENERAL     INSTRUCTloNS     FOR    COMMANI)lNG    OFFICERS
OF    NAVAL    ARMED    GUARDS     ON     MERCHANT    SHIPS,194.3,
PARAGRAPH    43¢1.

1.                   IN     ACCORI)ANCE     WITH     REFE:ftENCE     (A}      THE     FOLLOWING
INFORMATION      IS     SUBMITTED:

(A)      TYPE    OF    VESSEL:     FREIGHTER     (LIBERTY)
TYPE    0F    CAftGO:     GENEFtAL    -GRAIN
O\`.JNER     OF    VESSEL:     U.S.      WAR     SHIPPING     ADMINISTRATloN
CHARTERED    TO:     GENERAL    AGENTS:     A.H.     BULL    &    CO.

SUB-AGENTS:     U.S.LINES     (OPERATORS)
(8)LfoRT    0F    DEPARTURE:     ST.     JOHN,     NEW    BRUNSWICK.     CANADA

roATE:     SEPTEMBER    g,     i9tr3
CONVOYED
SPEED     (AVERAGE):    -111/2     KNOTS
NUMBER    0F    SHIPS      IN     ESCORT:      I
ARRIVEI)     AT    HALIF.AX,     N.S.:      SEPTEMBER    9.19u3

P9Z3    1943LEFT    HALIFAX,     N.S.:     SEPTEMBER     11,
CONVOYED
SPEED     (AVERAGE):     91/2     KNOTS
NUMBER    oF    sHips     iN   CoNVOV:    83I   8E    #?t!F:Xtr;    '5

NUMBER    OF    ESCORT    VESSELS:     OUT    OF    HALIFAX    -3;     COULI)

NOT     ASCERTAIN    TOTAL     NUMBER
OF    ESCORT     AFTER     JOINING-
MAIN    CONVOY     BECAUSE    OF
POSITION     AND     FOG.

GLASGOW,     SCOTLAND
SEPTE:MBER    22,     i9tr3

PORT    0F    ARRIVAL:
DATE    0F    ARFuVAL:

(a)      THIS    VESSEL    HAD
OWEVER,     ON     SEPTEMBER     15,
RON    vEssEL    NUMBER    75,    THE   s.s.    di-MEs    scHbRMiri;    i6   tH-i    .EFFE6t
HAT    WHAT    APPEARED    TO    BE    A    TORPEDO    CROSSEI)     HER     BOW    FROM     THE

N0    CONTACT     NOR    ACTION     WITH    THE     ENEMY.
ABOUT     13®®     RADIO     MESSAGE    WAS     RECEIVED
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ON    SEPTEMBER    ig,     1943     AT     i6tr6    THE    s.s.     wiLLiAM
PEPPERELL,     VESSEL    NUMBER     15    EXPLODED    A    TORPEDO    ON    HER     PORT
SIDE     BY     MEANS    OF     HER    MARK    29    GEAR.     AT    THE    TIME     THE    SEA     WAS
CHOPPY,     THE     SKY     WAS     HEAVILY     OVERCAST     AND    VISIBILITY     ABOUT

3     MILES.         THE      INCIDENT    OCCURRED      IN     APPROXIMATELY     LATITUDE
53    I)EGREES    h2    MINUTES    NORTH,     LONGITUI)E    29    I)EGREES    36    MINUTES
WEST .

(D)                  THE    VOYAGE    WAS     ROUTINE    WITH    THE     EXCEPTION     0F     THE
INSTANCES     ME:NTIONED      IN      (C)      AND     THE     FOLL0I.'t'lNG    OCCURRENCES:

SEPTEMBER    8,     i9tr3:     ABOuT    i¢¢®    THis    vEssEL    NARROwLy    E8cAPED
COLLIsloN    WITH    CANAt)lAN    CORVETTE,     S-12.         THE     ABEL    STEARNS
WAS      IN     TOW    OF    TWO    TUGS     FROM    I)OCK    NUMBER     1,      WEST     ST.     JOHN,
N.B.,     CANADA.         AS    SHE     APPROACHED    DOCK    NUMBER    2,     TliE    CORVETTE
CAME     FROM    BEHINI)    THE    I)OCK    SHED     ANI)     RAMMED    THE     TUG    ON     OUR
STAR80ARI)    BOW.        THE    TUG    SUF.FERED    LITTLE    DAMAGE:     THE    CORVETTE'S
STEM    APPEARED    TO    BE    BROKEN.         APPARENTLY    THE    CORVETTE    MADE    N0
EFFORT    T0    CHANGE    HER    COURSE    OR    SPEED    NOR    T0    SIGNAL    HER    APPROACH.

SEDTEMBER    9,     i9tr3:     ABOuT    ¢2tr@,     THE    ONLy    EscORT    vEssEL,     tiMs
ANTARES,     RAMMED    THE     S.S.ABEL    STEARNS     ON     HER     PORT     SII)E      IN     THE
WAY     OF     NUMBER    TW'O     HATCH.         A    I)ENSE     FOG     HAD     PREVAILED     ALL     NIGHT;
FOG    SIGNALS     HAI)     BEEN     EXCHANGED     BY     BOTH    VESSELS     AT    REGULAR
INTERVALS.         SHORTLY     BEFORE    THE    COLLIsloN    THE     STEARNS    HAD
SIGNALED     AND    AN     ANSWER    WAS    RECEIVED     FROM   THE    ANTARES.         THE
ARMED    GUARI)    WATCH     FORWARI)     HAD     BEEN     UNABLE    TO     MAKE    OUT    THE
ANTARES     BUT    HAD    BEEN     ABLE    T0    SEE    HER     PHOSPHORESCENT    WAKE
FOR    SOME    TIME    ON    A    PARALLEL    COURSE    ABOUT    2¢¢    YARI)S    OFF    THE
PORT    SIDE.         AFTER    GIVING    THE     ABOVE     MENTloNED    ANSWERING    SIGNAL
SAID    WATCH     0BSERVEI)    THE     ANTARES      IMI+1EDIATELY     TURN     SHARPLY     TO
THE    RIGHT     WITHOUT     ALTERING    SPEED.         THE     ANGLE     AT    WHICH     HER
BOW    STRUCK    THIS    VESSEL    WAS     ABOUT     NINETY    I)EGREES.         THE    STEARN'S
SII)E    WAS    I)ENTED     (PLATE    CRACKEI)    AND    RIVETS     Loi?SENEI)    ABOVE
WATER     LINE)      AND     HER     BULWARK,     NUMBEP`     TWO     LIFE     BOAT     AND     BOAT
DECK    RAIL    DAMAGED.        THE    cOLLisioN    OccuRRED     iN    iATiTuliE    tr3
DEGREES     15    MINUTES     NORTH,     LONGITUDE     66    I)EGREES    3    MINUTES    WEST.
THIS     VESSEL    WAS    GIVEN     TEMPORARY     REPAIRS      IN     HALIFAX.         N0    TIME
WAS     LOST.
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•rm VESSEL    NUMBER    43,     THE     SUN,     A    TANKER,     LEE.T     A     BROAI)
lL    0F    OIL    Fort    SEVERAL   DAYS.

(E)                 THE    COwvlERCIAL    RADIO    OPERATOR     APPEARED    T0    CARRY
OUT     WARTIME    RADIO      INSTRUCTIONS     FOR     MERCHANT     VESSELS,      PARTICU-
LARLY      IN     REGARD     TO     KEEPING     INTERCEPTED    MESSAGES     CONFII)ENTIAL.

(F)       1.     VENTILATION     0F    THE     FORWARD     MAGAZINE      IS      INADEQUATE
TO     KEEP     THE     TE:MPERATURE     WITHIN     A     SAFE     RANGE    DURING    WARM
WEATHE:R  .

2.     QUARTERS,     LOCKERS    AND     ESPECIALLY     STORAGE    SPACE
ARE    CR°#:DiouR    oF    THE    oEp.LiKON    GUNS    CAN    BE    TRAINED    ON    PARTS

°F    THE\#!PSTops    oN    THE    3n5®    GUN     PREVENT    ADEQUATE    COVERAGE

OF    THE     AIR.      (DEPREssioN    BAILs    wOuLD    CORRECT     NUMBE:Rs    3     AND    tr.

5.     THE:     ARMED    GUARD     PERSONNEL     INCLUDES    ONLY    ONE
SIGNALMAN.         THE     NEEI)     IS     F.ELT    FOR    A    PETTY     OFFICEB    WHO     IS    COM-
PETENT     AND     WHO    CAN      EXERT     AUTHORITY.

(G)                 THE    MASTER    AND    OFFICERS    OF    THE    SHIP    CARRIED    OUT
''\..IARTl}1E      INSTRUCTIONS     FOR     UNITED     STATES     MERCHANT     SHIPS''.

BLAaKOuT    REGULATioNs    w=BE    RiGiDLy     OBSERVED.

;..1l(+:`L
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