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CONFIDENTIAI,

CONFIDENTIAL

From:
TO:

Subj.Ct:

I.

let.  Endors.meat

to  CO  ^rn®d  Gu.rd  Unit
SS  IBEI,  STEARNS  ltr  of
M.rch  16,   1945.

ArDred   Guard  Unit  SS  ABE  STEAENS  -  Voyeg.
R®Port  Of \

ForTarded.

2.                   Regarding  a.flol®ncl.a  llBt®d   ln  |>&ragr®ph
(5)   of   etoj®ot  report,   thl.  v®.a.I  has  n®T®r  tioen  ln  Ban
Frenolaoo  and  .8  a  result  h.a  not  been  lnBp®oted  by  thle
offlo®.     Th.a  tbe  ABEL  STEARIIS  errlvea  at  thl.  port,   1nT®.-
tlgetlon  Tlll  be  mad.  of   these  a.floloncl®8.
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3:i,?IOI:TIEL

Front:
ro:

Via:

S`.Ib.iec+`:

I.eference :

Einc lo sure :

•Lt a D
L,,     J,

-       7Yor

ALTt.   ]D   `.I,t_;RD   C£.I,LrD`   t    Phc[F[C    ,
Troa8ure  Island

Son  Francisco,   California

16  Larch   1945

Tne   Com7r,ander  of  irmed   I:uard  TJnit,   S.   S.   A3EI.  Si.in-S.
T`ne  lice   Chief   of  :=aval  u.oerations.   Nav`.r  Department,

.-I-asr`.ington,    D.    C.

:_`e   Tj-.   S.   1\:9ival   I.iaison  Officer,   Calcutta.,    India.

_'e:Ort    C`f    i,-o   .:.`  ..    'f    =`.     C,1,.    !|3=1.   o|`lrL`..i..

(a)   deneral   htruction8  f.or  Commanding  Offiool.s  of  Naval
.uned  Guards  Aboard  T.terchant  Vessels,   paragraph  456.

(A)   Co.py  of  radio  rerc)uting  iastructions.

1.                The   S.    S.   ABEL  STEAr`i\i.S   is   a  EC2   Liberty  type   vessel   of
7176   gross   tons,   carryin:  a  General   care,a,   ouned  by  rlar.Idministration
I..aritine   Colrmissicn,   chartered  by  President  Lines,   operacors  .i.   :Ll.   Bull
and   3o.,   Incorpora.ted.

2.                The   3.   S.   ABEL  STELRNS   departed  fas   .uno:`les   :T:arbor   at   1156
27  `Jecenber   1942,   and  sailed  sin,Sly  t,o   Sichey,   .i`isTrali8,   arrivil`+g  at  0859
23   January  1943.     De+Darted  Si.they  at   1030   24   January  1943,   sailing   Singly,
and  arrived  Karacl.i,   India,   14cO   19   Februal.y  1943.     Unloaded  deck  cargo
of  planes,   took  on  oil  and  irater,   and  proceeded  to  3oriba:J,   India  on
21   february  1943,   and  arrived  at   1700  Fetirugiry  23,   1943.     De..arted  Bombay
in   convol,r  cf  t:n^ree   s.niiDs   under   escort   of  one   corvette   at   1000   5  Harch  1943
a]irl  arrived   Colombo,   C;eylon   (outside  t)reakwat9r)   for   instructions   at   llc)0
9   :.arc.,+   194S;    aeiccrted   Colonbo   &t   1700   9   ;,.arch   1943,   sgir,e   escort,   one
tanker   into  1=arj`ras,   one   I.i-oert}r   ship   irito  ','iza5patam.      Proceeded  on  to
JalciJcta,   = .... ia   :iriol}J,   arriv+!i.   at,   iTj]ucr.   ol-.   river   at   160014  ;uEirch   1945,
and   docked  at   King   feor:e   `jocks   11^n   15   }`.arch   194Z`.

3.              Ilo   contacts   or  action  with  t,he  enemy  occurred.

4.               deneral   resume   of  the  voya:e:   Good;   weatii.er  IT,ost   excellent,.
(`n  28  DecelT.ber   1942  at  about,1800  the  i,aster   and  nyself  heard   gunfire
off   tile   port   quart,er   a   cc>nsiderable   disl8Lnce   aLw8.y.      I,o   flashes  Th.el.e   visible
and  no  enemy  or  action  seen.     Fron.  tile   sound  and  speed  of  the  f irin6  it
iras   concluled  th8it   it  was  probe.bly  a  man  of  war.     Sor.e   ships   throu:h  route
i-jassed  too   close   in  midocoan  to   our  route   so  as   to  maLke  themselves
suspicious  vessels  and  subject  to  I`ire.     It   is   sus€ested  i;hat  masters  be
instructed  to  adhere  t,o  their  routing  instructions  more  closely  or  thsit
routes  be   seDarated  further  a;_iart.
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Subject:
------_ Report   oil   Vo}-ale   of   S.   3.   .I.-.jr,   jrhi-fu.TS.

ul   ,  a`lras.      un   i,he   e.I`cerr`.oor.  of   :,.arcL   lot:n   a   3riJis:~i   I,ercl:antii:an    jass
to   o`|r   _`;ort   at   abc>ut   14,0.0   }'ards,   .jut   s.".o}:e+r`ots   over   the   side,   fired
Shoi:S    8_n+rl   t:'`_er_    Lnree    fr.r`T.a    in     -a^iJ     _.`^  +-_  _

.irrival   in  Sichey  'ITas  1.without   incident;   proceeded  fron  Sichey  south   airound
iustralia  in  Good  weather.     LiLhts  were   shorn  on`1y  ttrou€h  Straits.     Zigzag
ciiaLsra.,'s  `,`tere   follored  a,ccordin6  to   rules.      Proceeded  aoro8s   the   Indian
C;`cean   in  accorder,.ce  wit`r`   route   c:iven   a,nd  up   the   coast   of  ..-I-eat   India  1..there
sill+p  `.fas   rerouted  to   ;:arachi   for  unloadin.  oi-planes.      Proceeded  -.+,'it:i`oiit

ill.ciQer`.+,to   3or`.baF      Li:`Iits   fran   Bonbay  to   Color:ibo.      Colombo   co   the   c:i.cLti..riel
cll-:a`lras.       un    i;he    \O.r+.a,.T`h^n    r`r   T^_.`_    1,.i`            _     .,

ed
fro.     __    ._.__ .,., H,   u..v,Lcitui,a    uvt3r    lne    sloe,    I`ired

three  fl!ore   in   raDid   succession.      I':'`,e   escort   lroceeded
I,0   3.scerta,in  i;I.e    tr(iu.ble   art d   1-ounti   I.`.cit   he   I.I.`as   only   do

e     `..-.r,i.f...I     -`J     ^1   -          --a_      _   ``..

:`_is    'ji.re3tic)r.
=8.r_:et,    _.ra;..ic

in
___    ____^``     v..u.u    .ir=     .icls    llllJ.y    Qoln8`..:riic:-I   I.`.e   C3,_..iL`er    ci.in.Ls`    is   verj-Poor    Caste    i.TI   Such   C1

________ .... +_I.`    ..a    yc;I,    I,iior    caste    i.Ti   such   close
proxinity  to  a  convoy.     Jroceeded  on  to  Calcutta  h.ithout  incident.

5.              .i  i-inch   Sun  mount  on  a  5-inc{`i  Sun  tub  produces   a  t)ad  flash-
back  from  5he  lmzzle  at  low  angle  firing  because  of  the  shield.     It  is
sue:ested  that  these  shields  be   Sot  inside  iauzzle  distance  of  4''.50  oal.
T,tien  rr.ounted  on  this  type  of  tub.     Also  the  control  box  for   the  3"
mgazine  sprinkler  fomard  defeats   it.s  purpose  in  th.at  it  caunot  be  locked
and  still  provide  adequate  safety  in  floodincr  ir,  case  of  fire.

6.              Cormercial   radio  o.oerators   a`.pearea  to   carry  out  wartirr.e
rai3io  instructions  for  r.erchant  vessels.

7.              The  master  and  officers  of  the  shi.o  carried  out  "Instructions
for  naval  transportation  and  -.-.   S.  flierchent  vessels   in  time  of  wa]r."
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