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?icer-in-CLargeg  Armed  Guard  C!`.it  abc)ard

of  lia`val   0p+)ra+lions
U.S.T\'aval  Port   Offi..

SS    Abiel  =cst,er

15';OL     :,//A  4'1y/:I    }';`f`'1

/8th.Turco  .7o:rage. )

The   Counander,U.S.Naval  Forces   in  Euro_oe.
(A)  Report   of  Turco  V:yare   of   SS  A.biel  Fosteri:G£-I?+ah  ap.a.  reiJui.-_1  v:: arfe±±/+:Li

Eie=nere~rice:    (A)   General  Instruc`tions   for   Cc`nmandi._ng   Officers   of   ::=,val  f^;rri:i.   `:Jt:_gFds   I?-i-I're_rchant   S+lps/1943   Pr}r.   4301.

(I)   In  accordance   wl_th  reference  A.,   t,he  follovqing  ren^r+u  is  rcls`rectj..i`1]:,r
s,,`o-itt,ed.

(A)   ayaue:   SS  Abiel  Fast,er--Type :   Liberty--Gross   Tonnage:7176   --Tyii=   Tf   r:-rLTtr`:
-`*r~fyeq'Jipne?:)a:ir:u:ofp[±i:S#t:::¥:=o#tg±::h¥d!t;!%:2*::t`;£.E;::fa(D83un.Tie.i

Crrvoy:yes,?To.  of  ships   :   9  Libert,ies,5  coasters  ar_a  nur€r?i`ts   sr?11  c==_.i

`ioininf,  along  route.Escorts:   3--Speea  Of   convoy:   co\urse  and   s?eed  all:eret.I   T`?eQ_Ti3rtl
•1y  `'.`y  r:omodore  who  was  aboard  this  vessel  from  Avonmouth  to  Fahouth,  at  w'iich  tine  tj.I-i:
vessel  was  diverted  into  F81mouth  harbor  to  pick  up  tow  of  water  barge  for  far  shore  =T€
t`' erea4ter  proceeded  on  prescribed  route  after  joining  convoy  outside  Fal]nouth  AT]g.7,r4L;..
Average   speed  8.5  kts.

Port  of  Arrival:   utah  Beech,France,Time:  Aug.9,1044  at  1300,   af`ter  havir^?
3ropDed  tow  a¢  ca.Tbourg  as  directed    a€   1400  Aug.g,194-¢  and  havinr  been  aFrroLpid  c)ff
¥tah  .f`rom  1932  to  2200  dug.8,1944  whi],e  followin?  coast   guard  boat  over  prescribed   c).`T=e.T:o  roticeableRiei¥ea#v:¥taB:d7±n/tfe  gr]RE#fe:±te/d2»           ,  having been  etroute,

=oing,returning,lying  on  beachhead  waiting  frr  unloading    due  to  low  prioriJL-,y  c`f  cargo
-dy8.(c) Action ar,a contact with enenyi

At  Utah  beach,Aug.10,1944:   12  blasts  from  chore  siren  at  2300.  I  eneny  aircraft
overhead  at  2320  dropped  bomb  1500  yes  off  stb  qtr.(  explosion  was  fht  and  heavy  like  flying
bomb).  Aug.11.,  at  0025    i  aircraft  oberhead  ,no  bomtt8-held  fire;  at  0100  heavy  fog  descended

sect]red  at  0130  from  GQ.  There  were  no  radio  mrnings  and  No  all  clear  on  slron.  At  2330  ,

S¥6¥a8:#ig:44T#;:mg:i;:]#=*¥*i:ti¥=d¥5Tofe:i:g:egdrAfirfi::#'±
at  0030,Eneny  phr\es  reooried  on  Radio.Heavy  tracer  fire  Stb.bean;this  ship's  beading  Oode=Te®I,
held  fire,no  phones  overhead,Secured  0130.

The  return  trip  Was  `meventfu|,except  fc)r
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(D)   General  resume  Of  voyage:P.o`)te  fo]
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and  returzi  by  narked  channel  t.o  gout,hampton  and  thence  to
Lights   shom.I?one.  Er)g  buoy  streamed  nt     0]?0  imt,]]   0000


