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l S.S. ABIEL FOSTER 7;’/(1/,/
Frem: The U.S. Naval Pert Officer, Seuthampten, England.
l Te : The Chief eof Naval QOperatiens, Navy Depariment,
l Washingten, D.C.
' Via : The Cemmander, U.3. naval Ferces in Eurepe.
| 1. Forwarded.
2. Re pare (¢). Investigatien by Signal Officer

attached to N.C.3.0. Seuthampton, had indicated that the
Centrel Ship's radie was net functioening en 3400 K.C. This S
situatien has since been cerrected through Admiralty channe 1
This ship's Radie eperater had been briefed b{ the abeve 3Signa
officer prier teo departure and will be given latest instructiens

3=
rier te each departure frem this pert. Armed Guard Officers
5:-. instructed to insure prempt tronsmissien ef pertinent fus
fermatien frem radie eoperaters.
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FROM: Officer-in-Charge, Armed Guard unit aboard 5SS Abiel Foster.
T0: Chief of naval Operations
via: (1.) U.S. Naval Port Office, Southampton.

(2.) The Cormander, U.S. Naval Forces in Furope. ! ,
Subject: (4) RBport of Turco Voyage of SS Abiel Foster (GB-Omaha and return)
Reference: (A) General instructioms for Gommanding Officers of Naval Armed Guards

?n Merchgnt Ships. 1943 Par, 4301, . . W
1.) In accordance with reference A, the following report is respectfully
submitted. ,
(4) Name: SS Abiel Foster--Type: Liberty--Gross Tonnage: 7176--Tyve of Cargo:
Army equipment and personell--Owner: W.S.A.--Operated by: Matson Navigation
Lines. . : r T———— -

(B)Port of DEparture: Southampton, England. :

Time: 6-12-44 at 0230 Double B:’iti-h Summer TiBe.: .. ivw ‘wrrne . af wm-
Convoy: yes--No. of ships: J?Jq.zd numerous landing and craft.
Esc orts: 3 o5 observed at a

imes--Speed of Convoy: course snd speed

£ t1y altered by commodore, average £.5 kmots. . . . .. . .
Port of Arrival: Onaha Beach, France--Tine: 6-14-4j at 1930 Double British .
Summer Time. . - . amalinad RSt
(C) Contacts and Ection with enemy: action observed and experienced: .~
T coyoy. Tme Liobio-Cond. 1. from 1330 %o 1500. Two patterns of 5 and 3
depth charges, respectPwlly, were tossed by destroyer escorting on Star-
board beam at 1200 yards.
June 15, at Omaha, Cond. 1. from 0115 to 0325-Enemy Air Raid.(own ship's
pogition: inside breakwater, 1500 yards offshore.) Enemy planes were over
ship occasionally, but out of range. Did not open fire--awaited signal on
RT-from naval conteol which did not come. (Wavelengbhs were being used by
shore batteries and ¥aval Craft--did not include any warning or instructions
for merchant ships-resulting in indescriminate firing from majority of mer-
chant ships sssembled, as well as small craft) No Casualités.
June 16, at Omaha, Cond. 1. from D045 to 0200, Ememy Air Raid. (own ship's
position: 5 miles offshore in outer anchorage awaiiing outgoing convoy. RT
reports intercepted which stated that at 3 different times 3 enemy planes
were shot down.(No message for merchant ships.) This ship withheld gun-fire—
out of range. Flares, tracer and heavy gun fire observed on all rs at
distances varying from 3 to 7 miles. Light flak fell on deck of this ship
on all quarters. No Casualites. The return voyage was uneventful.

_COMENTS

(1.) 30 and 50 cal. slugs fell on deck while in convoy, morning of Juee 14
at 1030, Opinion: firing eminated either from unseen plane clearing guns
or from small arms fire among troons on ships in convoy.

(2.) RT service was nil for this ship before or during air raids for open-
ing and ceasing fire, contrary to advices from Lt. Lewis, RN, who installed
set and U.S. Naval Port Director, Southgmpton.
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Comments continued:

ships on all quarters fired at targets apparently unseen.(No planes of
any nature were downed.) Bombing on shore was evident, but no bombs were
observed to fall in water. There is evidently not an adequate system of
warning yet in force to ships at anchor and useless gunfire will continue
until sbich a system is so arranged.

Opinion: If this practice continues, falling flak or unexplbded large
calibre shells will cause injury to friendly ships and personell.

A definite policy should be extablished indicating desire of Ngval Control
as to whether ships at anchor shall put up a protective barrage at um-
seen tarcets® or shall hold fire--pending adequate warnings of impending
enemy attack-

(4.) In two trips to the French beschheads, radio reception has been nil

( (3.) On the occasions of the air raids at Omaha on June 15 and 16-4L-

ficult and dangerous.

Respectfully submitted,

et
It.(j.g.) s T, th, USHNR.

Armed Guard Officer, SS Abiel Foster.

WAL DERVELNEAL
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