
-.1]1

EL-1

FrodL=
Tog

-.
13  Jug  1944.

:\7ffHH)E5INffHAHj
"e  U.S.  Naval  Port  Officer, Southanpton,  EPBl&nd.
The  3:::£n::a,Nr;}c9Perati one.  Nay]r  D®panmend ,

Via  :              The  Ccmarder,  U.S.  Naval  For.ces  in  &irope.

1.                       FQrwa,r`dod.
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2.                      Armed  Guard   Officer  aLnd   Ro.`ral   Observer   Car.p8  members  from
the   S.S.   ABIEI,  rosTT.R  and   Amed  Guard  Ofl.icer  of  S.S.   ENcOH   TRAIN
mere  int,ervieued  ty  Staff  Officer  Due  aLnd  U.S.  Naval  Pot.t  Officer
on  June  12,  1944  because  of  t,heir  t)elieved  oresence  in  ar.ea  adjacent
to  S.S.   JOSHUA  LIPPINCCTT  at   t,ilne   of   cectmence  of  incident  when  U.   S.
aircra,gt  was  clot  doim.     It,  was  the   opinion  of  t,he  DEhis  officer  and
the  undel`signed  that  this  ihoerviev.  produced  no  infomati on  ar:iditional
to  that  indicatect  in basic  letter.  beyond  f act  that  snail  lariding  craft
in  imediate  vicinity  -which  ha`re  no  Royal  Observer  Corps  men  aboard  -
vere  more  prone  t,o  fire  an  aircraft  quickly.
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Chief  of  Naval  Opeia+ujor,s.
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AT   ¢115   HEAvv   TRACER   BnflffAeE   5¢¢¢   yARos   ASTErn   ToC[THER   wi"
NUMEROus    FLAREs..wEftE   oBSEavED   FOR   3¢   MimTEs.    THROueHOuT   THE   NIGHT
HEAV.,Y    CUN    FIRE    WAS    EV.IDENT    By    SOUND    AND    FLARE    0N    SHORE.

AT   2¢25   SEVENTEEN   sTlcKs   WERE    DROppED   By   PATTERN    BOMB"e
THROueH    A    THicx    OvERCAST   ONTO    THE    BEACH    AVO`   THE    REp
TEETH   "iTLIN8.    IT   WAS    luposs]BLE   T010ENTIFY   THE   U
wro   WERE_   iMMEDIATELy    THEREAFTER    HEAIO    TO    BE    HEAD`IN6
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oFficER-"-cHARes.   ARNID   ouARo   uNiTr  neoARo` s7s.``AevEL   FosTEn -

ARllED

OP   NAVAL   opERATloNS                                                                    i
u.s.ilAvth  FmRT  OrFlce   --sOuTHAwpTON

I    COWMANOER.    U.S`i    NAVAL    FORCES    IN    EUF30PE
REpoRT   oF   TURwco   voyA€E   oF   ss-ABiEi   FosTER(eB-u"H   a   RETURN)

B8NERAL   INSTRucTious   roR   co"ANDiNe   oFFicERs:  oF   NAVEL

QiEanAc85R£%8!  §T+£SRE£?*3w8£R.{Ah)h3#[   follow me  REpoRT   I s
RESPECTFutLY   SUBMITTED.

(A)   NAME:    ssT`'ABiEL   FosTER   -TffpE:   ilB[Rw   -eRoss   TONNAGE:   7176-    -    TvfrE   oF   OARco:.   Atlv   EQul"[NT   Ago   PERsoNNEL   --   OWNER-:   w.s.A'.

OPERATED   BY   MATSON   NAvl8ATloN   LlllES`.

(8)    PORT   DEPARTURE:    NEWPORT.    ENCLAllD   AND  BARRY   ROAOS..   \`          T"E:    6/6/th   (¢715)   DOUBLE   BRITISH   SUMMER   TIME.

ooNvoy:   TEs--.   No.1,  PoRT   coiuMN.   No.   ofl-swips'L   ApmohiNATEly   38
(LATER    JO"E0   BY   cotsTERS:  M0   LANE)lN€   CRAFT   0F   UNOETERMINED   NUMBER.)
ESCDRTsrsTrs    5   TO   7   OBSERVED   AI,   All    TIMES`---SPEED   0F   CONVOY   .   VARIED.
8.5   KNOTS.   AVEF}A€E.
PORT   0F   ABRIVAL:   UT"   BEAcol.    fR-ANCE   --TIME:   6/8/u   (¢659)DOUBLE
BRITISH    SUMMERTlllE.
cOHTAGms   AND   ACTioN   11"   ENEMy:    FROM   2tw¢¢   UUNE   7,    TO   ¢6¢¢   UUNE   8.
i9try,    THE    FOLLOwiNc    AclloN   wA§   ExpERiENCED    AwO   OBSEFWEO.ENEMy
piANEs  VERE   O`vERHEADi  AND   E.    BOATs   HAD     iNFILTRATEO     INTO    sMAiLiANOIMe
CRAfiT    FORMATIONS    IN    DARK.    AI   ¢1¢¢   OPENED    FIRE    0N    ENEMY    ELANES
CROSSINC   Stllp   FiROH   PORT   T0   STARBOARD    .    .LEVATI0119¢¢   FEET.    AI   ¢213
0BSERVEO`i  ESCORT   CETT"¢   TRACER   lllTg   ON   I.    B0ATS`  15¢¢   YARDS`  ON    PORT
QUAITERT..    AT   ¢3¢5   OBSERVED  WHAT   APPEARED   T0   BE    FRIEN0lY    DESTROYER     --
cROss_  pATROLLiNe   cONvoy   DEAD   ^wEAO   |p¢¢   yAROs   TO   susT*"   D"ACE   oF

ERM"ED   oRlcm   Atlo.,BURST    INTo   eREA:T   BALL   oF   FiRE    (uNCoNFI"EO
CLA#WE0   LOSS   0F   SHIP   AND   2¢¢   LIVE&;).    FLARES  WERE    SEEN   AND

EPTH    CllARCES   WERE    HEARO'   AND   RELTT  THROUGHOUT    TllE    NICHT.
AI,  ¢6¢3,     JUNE   8.    FRIENDLY    CRUISERS    AH0   BATTLESHIPS   WERE    SEEN

''TO   OpEN    FinE   OM    TAIelTs:  ON,  stioRE    AND   cOMTiNtlE    BONBARDNENT    FOF`

17   i7;£TH8rss xL,+iEEo#EkE|#.A   M,NE   ]¢¢y^BOs   OFF   THE   sTARGOAcO   BEAN

ANO`sENK     IN    11/2   M]NUTESL    svEEPERs    EXPLODED   3   MORE   MINEs    in   THE
SAME   v`icmlTy   stloRTLv   THEREAFTER.    (|   suRvivoFis`  \mERE'  TAKEN   out   oF
"E_  ,A(TEFi . )

AT   3   VAIIED``TINES  DURING   THE    DAY   3   All  IED   PIA'NES.  WERE   0BSERtto
To   p-All   out   oF.  FiyiNC   FOF"ATioMs  AVo   piuNeE   s£AWARD   (ro,`  euNFiRE(AA)
wAs   SEEN   oR   HEfflo.    opiNioN    ist    MEcnAwicAi   BREAxooiH   AT   Hi6H   spEEI}
wife:  GAusE ) .

*!sHG¢ Lor`  ELy'iNc   EMEwt   ceAfT   SWEPT   OVER;  peRT   QUARTfl>  AT
APPROXIMATELY    5¢¢    FEET    AFTER    BOMB    DROPPE01¢¢   YARDS.-OFF    PORT   QUA.-
TEFl:;  OPENED   FIRE   11"   2B   ".   €UMS`.

"N  t{  g£%asJu3§08'y%grsEogF  u#35TE§###..iDENTITy  SEEM  TO  eo
^T   ¢ii5   HEAvy   TRAc[R   B*RRAes   5¢co   yARDs   ASTERN   TOGETHER   ii"

NUMERous   FLABEs.   WERE   oBSEnvEo   FOR   3¢   MimTES.    THRoucHouT   THE   NiewT
HEAvv    CuN    FiRE   wAs   EvioENT   Br   SouND   AND    FLARE   oN    SHORE.

AT   2¢25   SEVENTEEN    sTlcKs   WERE    DROppED   By    PATTERN    BOMBiwe
THROueH    A   THicK   OvERCAsr   ONTO   THE    BEACH    AND-THE   REPEROussioNs   WERE
TEETH   ENiTLIN€.     IT   WAS    luposs]BLE   T0    lDENTIFY    THE   UNSEEN
\mo   WERE_   iMMEDiAIELv    THEREAFTER    HEAIo    To    BE    HEAFT`iNe
OVER    THE    HARBOR.
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AWE    EMER6ED   AT   5¢¢    FEFT   0N    THE    PORT    BEAN
"0   2¢   i".    FiRE:  wAs.`  OpENEO.    THE   pLAfiETBiriEED-§HAfa-pi+-.Aino-a,I.;.
APpEAIED    in   THE   wis=T.    IN   THE    FiEET"6   UOMENT   oF   oBSERVATioN
THE    PIAWE   SPOTTER   0N   B0ARD`  OECLARE0   THE    CRAFT   T0    BE    FRIENDLY
BUT   TOO   LATE    TO   HALT   CUN   FinE.

SHORTLY    THEREAFTER    All    SHIPS`  WERE    ADVISED    BY    NAVAL    CON-
TROL    SHIP`TllAI    PLAtlES    THEN     "    AREA.WERE    FRIENDLY.    FIRE   WAS
wiTHH[LD   ON   Tm"ORE   eROups`Of   CRAFT   pAsslNe   OvER   THis   sHip.
HOWEVER,    THE    MAJORITY    0    F    SURFACE    CRAFT   OPENED    UP   WITH    Hl8H

AN6iE   AND   2¢   MM.    GUNs   ^T   low   Fiyme    piANEs   AT   A.   UUDGED   ELEVA-
TloN   Off-8¢¢   FEET.    OuR"C   THESE   3    lNciDENTs   A   BoWB    FELL     in   THE
SEA    10¢¢   YARDS    OFF    THE    PORT    BEAM.     IT    IS   JU06MENT   0F    UNDERSIGNED
THAT    THIS    BOMB   WAS    DROPPED    FROM    ENEMY    PLANE    AT    A-llucH    H16HER
ELEVAITloN    THAW    THAT   0F    THE    PLANES    HERETOFOREMEMTI0NE0    AS   08-
SEBVED.

mow   ¢3L5.    UUNE    i¢,    uNTiL¢6L5   ExcHAN6E   OF   NAVAL   6uN   FiRE
WAS_  OBSERVED   Ou    STARBOARD   BEAN    AT    1¢cO¢   YARDS;    2_   PLANES   WERE
SEEN    T0   COME   00"    lN    FLAMES-6¢¢¢   YARDS   ASTERN    AND   6REAT    FIRES
0N    PORT    BEAM   WERE    OBSERVED    0N    SHORE..   NONE    0F    THIS_  LATTER    ACTION
RESULTED    IN    ANY    HAZARD    T0    THIS    SHIP.

THE    RETURN    VOYAGE    WAS    UNEVENTFUL    EXCEPT    FOR    BAD    CONVOY
PROCEDURE   0N    THE    PART   0F   SOME   SHIPS.

COMMENTS;

(A)    THE    COMMAND    T0    OPEN    FIRE    WAS    6lvEN    BY    THE    UNDERSI0NE0     lN
THREE     "sTANCEs   oNLy    As    HEREiNBEFORE   RELATED.     in    sAio    THREE
INSTANCES    THE   SAFETY    0F    THE    SHIP   WAS     "PERILED    AND     IDENTIFICA-
TI0N   0f    PIANES   WAS   ALMOST    "POSS]BLE.    EVEN    "EN   ONLY   29   MM.
euNs   WERE    FiREO.

(a)     IT    is    THE    sue6ESTioN   oF   THE   uN0ERsi6jiEo   THAT   sHips   ANCHORED
"    THE    uNLOAoiNe    AREA   OF    THE    BEACHEs    BE    ADvisEO    A    FEw   MiNUTEs,
IN    AOvANCE    OF    ANy    FRIENDLy    AREAL    OpERATION     iN    Muon    THE    SAME
MANNER-`AsiwARNiNOs    ARE    6ivEN    OF   THE    AppROACH    OF   ENEMy   crm.
aucH   As   Li6HTs,    ELA8HolsTrAWD   siRENs.     "ASMucH   As   THE   oPERATlon
ls    S0   VAST    IT    IS     "POSS_lBLE    IN   MANY    CASES    T0    TELL    AN    ENEW
ATTAex    FROM    A    FRIENDLy    ONE.

(C,)    TARDY    UNLOADINC    WAS    NOT    DUE    T0    WEATHER    CONDITIONS    AS    BELA-
TED    By    RAI)lo,     BUT    RATHER    T0    POOR    0R6ANIZATloN     IN    SETTING    LANDING
CRAFT    T0    THE    SHIPS    AS,  NEEOEO.

(0)    ACC0BD:lNO_   T0    NAVAL    CONTROL    SEVERAL    FRIENDLY    AIRCRAFT    HAVE
BEEN    SHOT    DOWN    AND    SllIPS    HAVE    BEEN    REPR"ANOED    FOR     l8NORANCE    AHO_
BAD,  JUOCMENT.

ON    THE    OTHER   HAwO   EActi    ARMED`euARO   OFFlcER    is``  ctiARefo   wiTH
;   THE    DEFENSE    0F    HIS    OWN    PARTICULAR    VESSEL     AND     IS    WITHIN    HIS

I':±§!TsndAXN35foTEEE?p#A5!?gEUT3E8p5g§tRENg#yc3§OFT,EL#gi&TM„
A    HOSTILE    AC,T.    BOMBS    DROPPING     lN    THE     IMMEDIATE    t4CINITY    0URINC

A    FRIENDLY    AIR    OPERATiloN    BEcOME    SOMETHING    0F    A    PARADOX   AND
PLACE    0NEIS     IGNORANCE    AND   GOOD   JUDGMENT    0N    A    PAfl.

),)i`E.§§:.riA§";5fo':EE¥rt;A6[¥gEui#Egi85tttEN:#yc#§5T,EL#gi&TMw„

RESPECTFULLY    SUBMITTED.


