3

-

NAVY DEPARTMENT Op-23L-JH
(sC)s76-3
WASHINGTORN Serial 097923

March 30, 1942  CONFIDENTIAL

October 23, 1942

From: The Secretary of the Navy
To: liaster, gg' 2126 Gross Tons
Subject: INSTRUCTIONS FOR SCUTTLING lERCHANT SHIPS

1. It is the policy of the United Stetes Government

thet no U. S. Flag nlerchant ship be permitted to fall into the
hands of the enemy,

.1 The ship shall be defended by her ermsament, by
maneuver, end by cvery aveilcble means »s long as possible.
When, in the judgment of the lMrster, cepture is ineviteble, he
shell scuttle thc ship. Provision should be medc to opcn sea
valves, snd to flood holds and compertments esdjrcent to
mechinery speces, stert mumerous fires snd employ sny rdditionel
mersureg svnilable to insure certain scuttling of the vessel,

g In cnse the Master is relieved of command of his
ship, he shall trensfer this letter to his successor, and obtain
e receipt for it,

FRANK KNOX

F, G, FEINICKE, Ccptrin, U,S,N,
Port Direcctor

Hg! Iozkl I‘l !l

PFort .
October 23, 1947 —~ &
Drtc V/

e R. W, CLARK
, Routing Officer
Received: lirster, by direction

-~
s.s, ABIEL FOSTER
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