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71?6      Gross  Tons

1.                  It  is   the  I.olicy  of  th.c  Ur.itL`d  Stet,es  Goverrment
thE`t  no  U.  S.  Flag  berchci.nt  ship  be  pernittcd  to  fall  into  the
hands  of  the  eneny.

2.                  The  ship  sr,all  bc  defended  `qy  her  torn,r.rr.ent,   tji/
maneuver,   end  t!,.  cvcr:r  {-vrilfble   in.ca.ns   .`s   long   ps   I)ctrsitlc;.
When,    in  the   judgm.(-.nt   of   t+ic  :.'.nft,:,r,   ct-o+.urc   is   i:1:`'_;Lt.blc.,   he
shall  scutt,1c`   tic,   shit).     IJrovision  should  bc   r*r6r.   to   c)I)cr.  sea
valves,   pnd   to   floc)d  +.olA+s   .nd   conp€rt.rricnt3   a.dj,hi3`;rt   t,o
mr`chiner:.r   sprices,    st,I.rt,   }lurro.rous   fires   f.nd   c.r.-!)1o ..,.. `!`.y   '`dditionpl
me.surcg   rvr.il-.blc   to   irt.sllITc.   certf in  souttl3.ni.  oi`   thr,.  ves,=`cl.

3.                    In  c{`.se   the  liilrstc;r  is  1`clievi,d  c`f   co"r.r.nd  of  his
ship,  I.c  shf`ll  tr,.r`.sfcr  +this  lcttcr  to  his  successor,   and  obtflin
a  receipt  for  it.
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