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Subjeet: Instructions for Scuttling !erchant Ships.

i i It is the nolicy of the United States Government that

no U. 5, Flag merchant ship be permitted to fall into the hands of
the enemy,

2, The shin» shell be defended by her arkajent; by maneuver
end by ev.ry aveilable means as longz as noscible, Then, in the judg-
-ent of bthe laster,. capture is inevitable, he shall scuttle the
ship. 2rovision should be made to open seas valves,-and to flood
holds and comnartuente adjecent to machinery smeces, start numerous
fires aad emdloy =ay edditional measuies eveilsble to insure certain
seuttlinz of the vessel,

¥ In case the liastzr is relieved of cowmand of his ship,

he shell transfer this letter to his successor, and obtain & receipt
for it.
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G. BLUN:ZR, Lieutenant, USH, (Ret.)
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