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From: Lieut. (jg) John H. Todd, D-V(S), U.S.N.R. -

Commeénding Officer, Naval Armed Gusrd
c/o Armed Guard Center (Pacific)

S5.8. Abigail Adems Gross Tons: 7,176.
To: The Vice Chief of Naval Operations
Vias U.5.NAYAL LiAson OQFFICER
SYDNEY, NSW., AvSTPALIA
Subjects Report of Voyage, S.S. Abigail Adsms, o

from Brisbane, Queensland to Sydney, New South Weles, Australia.

Reference: (a) Genersl Instructions for Commanding Officers of Naval

Armed Guards on Merchant Ships, Parasgraph 4301.

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following information is

submitted:

(a) Type of vessel: Cargo (nc 2 "Liberty")
Owner of vessel: U.S.A., represented by Wer Shipping Administration.
Chartered to: De La Rama Steamship Co., Inc.

(b) Port of departure: Brisbeme, Jueensland, Australia. Date: July 11, 1943.
Convoyed or independent: Convoyed. '
Speed (Aver.): 7,/ knots.
Number of escort vessels: 4. Number of escort aircraft: 1 and 2 at a Y

time, patrolling from shore. - & |

Port of arrival: Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. Date: July 14, 1943.

(e) Contacts and action with the enemy: Nore.

(d) Genersl resume of voyage: . e & i

No zig-zag instructed; none performed.

(e)
(£)

Avergge Bpeed of vessel: 7. / lmots. Lights shown: None.

A .

There was no delay in port due to lack of port facilities.

Commercial radio operator appegred to carry out wertime radio instructions

for merchant vessels, - with respect to keeping intercepted messages confiden-

tial,

and otherwise. ' :
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(g) Defects or deficiencies: (1) Ia location or arrangements of battery, None.
(2) In equipment as regards materiel: 3 Inch 50 Cal. gun at stern should be re-
placed by a heevier gun, and 3 Inch 50 Cel. gun should be mounted forward; or

e second 3" 50 Cal. gun should replace the 20 MM MG in bow. Should have a ba e
gage and a lapping out head for 3 inch 50 Cal. gun. Should have additional
general alarm bells in fire room, and forward and eft on main deck. (3) In
equipment as regards persomnmel: Neval personnel is insufficient to maintain
fully efficient lookout watches on & 24-hour besis, or effectively to man arm=-
ament now installed on bosrd (1 officer, 1 B 2/o, 1 GM 3/c, 1 s¥ 3/c, 1 8 1/o
(Signelmen striker), 12 8 1/c gunners. 1 3" 50 Cal. gun in stern, and 9 20 WM
machine guns)s Shodd have at least the 9 additional gunners which present
personnel allowance permis (4 men per 3" 50 Cal. gun, 2 men per 20 MM machine

e

(h) Master and officers of the ship did appear to carry out "Waptime Instruc-
tions for United States Merchant Vessels".

(i) Recommendations tending to the improvement or grester efficiency of this
service: 1. Increased naval personnel for gun crews and lookouts. 2. More
thorough Nevel indoctrination of enlisted Naval personnel.

(j) Improper procedure on the part of friendly aircraft: None.
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