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ARMED GUARD PERSONNEL
M

ARMED GUARD UNIT
S.S. ABIGAIL ADAMS

J

Rate Service No. Name and address of next of kin
Lt. (jg) 179917  Mrs. Bmma Hart Todd, 719 University Ave.,
Memphis, Temn,
Logan, Carson Beach GM 3/c 660 06 96 Mrs. Martha M. Logan, 833 C Street,
San Rafael, Calif,
Carpenter, Charles Sk 3/c 386 19 05 H. W. Carpenter, Route 2, W
Wilson Wash, o
Werff, Arthur (n) Slc(SM) 632 88 65 Mrs, C. H, Warff, 3544 Comer Ave,,
Riverside, Calif,
Astorga, Joseph Sena S 1/c 618 86 48  urs, Joseph Sena Astorga, 4342 Delaware St.,
Denver, Colo.
Barnes, Woodrow 8 1/e 655 64 50  Martha Eliza Barnes, 440 West Main St.,
Wilson H:I.lllbom. Ore.
De Leon, Juan (m) §1/c 632 41 55 Carman Baraso, Needles, California
Crabtree, Ben (n) 8 2/c 378 01 32 lrs. Ben Crabtree, Jr., 726 Luna Ave,, |
San Leandro, Calif,
Eolmes, Floyd (n) 8 1/e 630 14 20  Mrs. Floyd Holmes, New Boston, Texas
. Jackson, Orman Ezers S 1/c 604 84 &g Jesse Daniel Jackson, Andalusia, Alabams
Jacobson, Henry 81/c 6643474 Route 2, Bandpoint, Idaho
: George
Perry, Grady (m) §1/c 641 42 835 s, Evelyn Perry, Jacksboro, Tennesses
Roberts, Edward Rich 8 1/c 578 29 51  Mr. Roy R. Roberts, Route 2, Box 165,
Flatonia, Texas
Thompson, Robert Earl S 1/c 357 15 02 Mrs. W. G. Thornton, 2201 East Vickery St.,
" l‘t. I
 Vadasz, Henry (n) §1/c 710 01 80 Henry Vadasz, 1130 Colgate ive,, . 0)
Fylem, Williem Zarl S 1/c 633 32 15 W J. Wylam, 1041 N. Hudson St.: Pas

Calif,
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ARMED GUARD UNIT
S.5. ABIGATL ADAMS

ARMED GUARD CENTER (PACIFIC)
Treasure Island
San Francisco, California

Date:

Commanding Officer, Armed Guard Unit,
S.8. “ig‘il Adams,

Tos The Vice Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department,
H’l.shington, D. C,
Tias The Port Director, Honolulu, T. H. v
Subject: Report of voyage of 5.5. Abigail Adams.
Reference: (a) General Instructions for Commanding Officers of
Naval Armed Guards Aboard Merchant Vessels, par-
agraph 436, sub-paragraphs (a) through (j), page
74.
In accordance with Reference (&), the following information
is submitted:
A, Name of wessel: S.S5. Abigail Adams.
Type of Vessel: "Liberty" EC2 Freighter.
Owner of Vessel: U. 5. A., represented by the War Shipping Administration.
Gross tons: 7,176, Cargo: Cement, iron pipe, comstruction machinery,
motor trucks, creosoted poles, Etc. Charter: De La Rama S.8. Co,, Inc.
e s oy R, i = W + ey

B. Port of Departure: San Francisco (9th Ave. Pier, Oak-

land), California, Time and Date of Departure: 1200, April 11, 1943,

Sailed in Convoy, or Singly: In Convoy. No. of Ships in Convoy: 15,

No. of Escort Vessels: 1. Ho. of BacorbinLAircraﬂ:: B

Speed of Convoy: 9 Knots. Port of Arrival: Honolulu, T. H.

Time end Date of Arrival at Homolulu, T, H.: /2/5 M 22, 1943

C. Detailed Account of Contact with W‘ No contact.

*: 12 ex San Fran, plus 3 (4-13-43) ex San Pedro, plus S8 Miller (4-16-43), less

S5 Harper dropped astern 0300 4-20-43.
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D. General Resume of Voyage: During first three days out,

engine troubles caused ship to slow or stop occasionally; but without
dropping out of convoy. 2035-2044, April 13, dropped out of convoy to repair
telemotor. Station promptly regained. 0900-0912, April 14, lagged some 500
yards behind convoy for structural test firing of 3 inch gun. Station prompt-

ly regained. Speed of vessel: 4 to 2.2 Knots; Average 2_1,5 Knots.

Lights shown: None. Fog signals used: None, No zig-zag instructed; none

performed.

E. Written or radio orders received vaenel from foreign

ngmnt officials: None.

F. Commercial radio operator appeared to carry out wartime
radio instruction for merchant vessels, - with regard to keeping intercepted
messages confidential, and otherwise.

G. Defects or deficiencies in location or arrangements of

battery: None. In equipment as regards materiel: 3-inch 50-Cal. (lp:.zz) "
gun should be equipped with pipe stop for train and elevation. Platforms for

20 MM, machine guns- Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, should be equipped with barrel-
cooling "pots", as well as spare-barrel-storage "pots". Should have bore
gage, and bore-lepping head for 3-Inch 50-Cal. gun. Bhould have 5 additional
(metal) 20 MM, barrel removing tools. Protective "splinter" sides of turret 4
"tubs" for 20 MM. machine guns Nos. 1, 2, 3, 6 and 7, and for 3 Inch gun

should be reinformed with "asphalt" composition, as are those for 20 MM. guns

Nos. 4, 5, 8 and 9. In equipment as regards personnel: Naval personnel insuf - |

ficient to maintain fully efficient lookout watches on 24-hour basis, or effec-

tively to man armament (1 officer, 2 signalmen - communications liason group =, ‘

1GM 3/c, 118 1/c, 18 2/c; 1 3-In. 50-Cal., gun, 9 20 MM, machine guns).
- z -
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D, General Resume of Vom_e_:_ During first three days out,

minor engine troubles caused ship to slow or stop occesionally; but without

dropping out of convoy. 2035-2044, April 13, dropped out of convoy to repair
telemotor. Station promptly regained. 0900-0912, April 14, lagged some 500
yards behind convoy for structural test firing of 3 inch gun. Station prompt-

ly regained, Speed of vessel: 4 to 9.5 Knots; Average 2ﬁ Knots.

Lights shown: None. Fog signals used: Nome, No zig-zag instructed; none

performed.

E. Written or radio orders received EZ vessel from foreiE

government officials: None.

F. Commercial radio operator appeared to carry out wartime
radio instruction for merchant vessels, - with regard to keeping intercepted
messages confidential, and otherwise.

G. Defects or deficiencies in location or arrangements of

battery: None. In equipment as regards materiel: 3-inch 50-Cal. (Mk.22)

gun should be equipped with pipe stop for train and elevation. Platforms for

20 MM, machine guns- Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive, should be equipped with barrel-
cooling "pots", as well as spare-barrel-storage "pots". Should have bore . ¥
gege, end bore-lapping head for 3-Inch 50-Cal, gun., Should have 5 additional

(metel) 20 MM. barrel removing tools. Protective "splinter" sides of turret

"tubs" for 20 MM. machine guns Nos, 1, 2, 3, 6 and 7, and for 3 Inch gun

should be reinformed with "asphalt" composition, as are those for 20 MM. gunms

! Nos. 4, 5, 8 and 9. In equipment as regards personnel: Naval persomnel insuf -

ficient to maintain fully efficient lookout watches on 24-hour basis, or effec-

tively to man armament (1 officer, 2 signalmen - communications liason group =,

1 GM 3/c, 11 8 /e, 1 8 2/c; 1 3-In, 50-Cal., gun, 9 20 MM. machine guns ).
v -
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H, Master and officers of ship did carry out "INSTRUCTIONS FOR
NAVAL TRANSPORTATION AND U.S. MERCHANT VESSELS IN TIME OF WAR". Master and
ship's officers are very cooperative. However, because the master fails to see
the necessity therefor, and particulerly because he doubts the efficiency there-
of, it has not been practicable to prepare a battle station bill for the entire
ship's company, or give sufficient instruction to ship's company in supplement-
ing gun crews. Tactful information - not censure - of master is indicated.

I. Recommendations tending to the improvement or greater ef-

ficiency of this service: 1. Increased naval personnel for gun crewsj

2. More thorough information of mesters with regard to defensive procedure,
particularly with respect to ship's company supplementing gun crews at defi-
nitely assigned stations; 3. More thorough naval indoetrination of enlisted
naval porsoﬁnel.

J. Improper procedure on the part of friemndly aircraft: None,

ADDENDA: At 1715 on April 15, a large, umidentified vessel
was sighted some 12 miles to starboard, hull-down, apparently on opposite
course (approximately 062°, true), speed about 15 knots. Top of superstructuse
amidships visible; one high mast forward, one high masé aft, each flanked by
vertical spars of approximately one-half the height of the tall masts., Escort
vessel went out to investigate. Strenge vessel signaled with flashing light;
but distance and mist prevented our reception of messages.

ADDENDA: At 0605, April 19, the sound of aircraft motors was
heard, At 0610, a large plane, appearing to be a Boeing B-17, passed the con-
voy close aboard from astern, starboard te port, on a course of approximately

235° true; altitude approximately 6,000 feet, speed approximately 225-250 knots.
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ADDENDA: At 1150, April 20, a PBY plane was sighted ahead,
After circling about the forward portion of convoy, it departed,

ADDENDA: At 1417, 4pril 20, a PBY plane was sighted astern.
After circling over and about convoy several times, it departed.

ADDENDA: At 1831, April 21, a large, unidentified plane (re-
sembling & Dornier flying boat) was sighted off starboard bow, about 8,000
yards distant, altitude about 8,000 feet, on steady course of about 64° true,
It disappeared in mist and darkness without changing course, speed, or alti-
tude.

ADDENDA: April 22, shortly after dewn, the convoy was joined
by an additional escort vessel; and from that time until arrival in destina-
tion port the vicinity of the convoy was constantly patrolled by numerous

scout, patrol, and patrol-bomber planes bearing United Nations markings,

Lieut. (jg), D-v(S), U.S.N.R.
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