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Mcreh 20, 1942 COHFIDENTIAL

From: The Secretary of thefliavy
To: Yaster g 'f_;;m I Gross Tons
SUBJECT: Instructions for Scutt erchant Ships,

1, It is the policy oflifle ed States Government

that no U,3, Flag merchant ship be pe ted to fall into the hands
of the enemy,

25 The ship shall be defended by her armament, by
mansuver, and by every available mean: as long as possible;
“hen, in the judgment of the Kaster, cepture is inevitable, he
shall scuttle the ship, Provision should be made to open sea
valves, and to flood holds 2nd compartments adjacent to o
machinery spaces, start numerous fires and employ any additienal
measureg available to insure certain scuttling of the vessel.

A In case the llaster is relieved of command of his

ship, he shall transfer this letter to his successor, and
obtain a receipt for it.

FRANK KNOX

fors
Port Director, Naval Trans-
portation Service,

Port of San Francisco,
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