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The  Secretary  of  the  Navy.

mster  M.S.   AB|oA|I,   GIBBONS

Op.23L-JH
(sc)  s76-S
Serial   097923

CONFID"TIAl,

Gro8®    Toa8.

Inatmctiona  for  Scuttling  Herchant  Ships.

I.               It  is  the  policy  of  the  United  States  aov.rmont  th.t.
no  U.   S.   Flag  merchant  Ship  tie  permitted  to  fall   into  the  hada   of
the  enemy.

2.                the  ship  Shall  tle  defended  by  her  amament,   t)y  nancoro,

3::g::a:V:fryt£:a±:::: :, in::;:u::  i:n!n::i3::::?]£;  8E::'. ::t:I: the
Ship.     Provision  should  be  nraae  to  open  sea  valveh   ond  to  flood  hold.
and  conpartnent8  adjacent  to  aaohlnery  8pace8,   8tert  nunerou.  fir..
end  onploy  any  additional  n®aeure.  amilable  to  insure  certain  ecutt|ing
of  the  ve.gel.

5.                In  cage  the  m8ter  i8  relieved  of  coh"nd  of  hi.  Ship.
hc  Shall  tran8fcr  thl.   letter  to  his  8uocel8or,   and  obtain  a  receip+
for  it,

a,,,nn,h0®op

copy  to,     venyo

/./   pkymENm

Recei,®d £6 Octotror

ABIGAII,   OI8BONS

Zz#I

DECLASSIFIED
Authorl\y±_±C>_Eel


