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SUBJECT :                InstructionLslraF=:==Ttlin6  I\:3rcha.it,  Shi-ps.

I.                   It   is  the  policy  oi.  t,I.e  LTnitea  States  GoverrLiient
thtit  no  U.   S.   Flag  r^el`chant  ship  be  I,eniitted  to  f.all  into  the
hands  of  the  eneny.

2.                     The   shiD   shall   be   ael`endea   -oy  hell   clrmaneiit,   t>}-
raneuver,   aiia  by  ever.I--available  nc,al.1_s   ..s   long  as  rjossib]e.•then,   i...   the   ,`iud8=ierit   oil  the  i:astei`,   caijture   is   inevitat)le,   he
shall   scut,tle  the   sriip.     Provisiori  sl`+ould   `oe  r``ade   to  o_)en  sea
valves,   and  to   flood  holds  and  corip&rtner.ts  ad.jacent  to
machinery  Spaces,   sta+nt   r.t.u_iei`ous  fires  aiid   e.1:-ilo-}r  a.ny  additional
measures  available  to  iiisure  certair.  sol.1.t,tlirig  of  t,he  vessel.

3.                    In  cc.se  t,he  ::aster   is  relieved  of   command.  of  his
Ship,   he   shall  t,ra.-sfel`  thi3  let-.ei`  to  his   successor,   airLd
obt,ain  a  receipt  fc`,r  it.
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