
CONFIDENTIAL S   S  Abner   Doubled9iy
25  April   19+4

To:               The  Vice  Choir  Of  H.vcr   Oper.tion8

ViPr:             Port  I)ir®ctor

Subject:   Collision   R®pol.t   of   S   S  ABNER  DOTJBl,HDAY

Ref.er®nce:     Gen®r.1   instructions  for  cormunding  officers   of
ngivcil  Amed   linard8   on  Hercharia   Ships   1942.

|n  .ccordmc.  -ith   r®for®nc®  (A)  the  following  is
gubrittcd.

I,

2.

N.ve   of  Ve88®1   .........      SS  AENBR  roupLEI)AY
Type   o'^  V®8Bel   .........   Steanfhip
Chart®     operated  under   .......A..T.   S.
Gross  Tom.ge   ..........   7176
Type  of  Cargo   ..........  N.vy  G®nor.I
Omer  o.f`  V®B8el   .   .   .  H.rine   Transport  Lines,   Inc.
Port   o±`  Dep8.rt,ure   .   .
Ti'Qe   of   Dep.rturci   .   .
Date   o{.   Dop&rt`Jre   .    .
Sailir`_g   il  Convoy   .   .
E3cortve880ls....
Speed  .,f  Convoy   .   .   .
Port  oi`  Arrival   .   .   .
Time   of  ArriTraL|    .    .    .
M.st®r  of  Shir....
!Tltiolality  of  .t:.star

•  Nor  York
.   0720
.    18   A..T]ril   1944
•yes
.   Corvet,tog  &  Destroyers

8  -toots
I   New  York-
.   1253     20  April   1944
.   John.  a.   Sturges

®    U.S.A,

5.                Surlmary  oJ.   The  Voylge

18  April  1944  Anchors  .weigh  0420  So.  W.tch  sot.   of
8  men  per  w.tch,   2  for"rd,   2  .ft,   4  Bridge  with  P.  0.
in  cha,rge   of  each.  w.tch.     7l-ea.thor  pprtly   cloudy.

0900     RemJ`ed  House   Tr.ps   from  Coo.st  Guard   Bog.+js   and  pl.ced
th.  sane  in  stem  of  ship  and  moved  into  postion   106
of   convoy   .t-   a   Speed  ol`   8   lcnots.

1800    Advance   clocks   20  minutes

2000     Heard   D®ptt`   Chf.rges   of   SttLr`Doird   Qu.rter   8om®   distort_ce
forin  our  siiip.     rtun  Crew  iimediately  went  tci  their  b.ttle
stations   8.rid  no  ge, er.I  qu.rters   so`mded.



coiFTIDENTm

2015     Setrur6d  :en®ral   qua.rters   end  the  2000-2400  T.tch
imediately  tont  to   their  w.trjh  8tf,ti.ons  of  Cc)ndition  1=1.

2130     Follow.in:  report  wa.s   received  b.v  PEmTnEN,   E.,   S   i/c

:.i`°c;']'::g:a:¥°::ea#e::P£::::.°nL,T::,E?ri:8est:./:h:o:£:::.I
end   in   chars.  of  the  phones  on  +,he  bow  cur  stated  th.t  .
8hip's   li:ht,a   could  bc   Bi`en  comln3  over   the  horiiJ,on  of  th.
port  bow  oomin=   tow8rci   our   ship   down   betiireon   row  9   &ri.a   10.

S:a:.°:rT.tjeho,:+,:imona:';'!;i,:i.:in;.W::H8¥;:S:i';oF;i;ok:-jt3/C
firrl   5n   ch.rg®   r`f   the   glasses.

They  stated  th.a  the:`-saw  Subject  named   ship  with   four
lichts   .nr),   OL  u8st   li  i,ht   on   cc.nir`.`?   tolmrcis   thic`,   shiD   on
the  Port   8ido   dowti  between   9   and   10  colune   but   dicl-not,
noti..e   my  colorerl   li,`ij.hts   on   the   Ship.

nl

`..

The;r  rna.de  _f`our  repor+s   t.  the  bric.:e   concemin`',  +,his   ship
eLn_d  when   this   ship  ms   about  250  to  300  yds.   1t  suddenly
t,urr,ed  to  port  cau8in:  us  to  strike  it.s  Starboard  side.
Bingla  -ado  tco   re.T)orts  to  thg   bridge   ar.a  General  Allm
ms   soiJnded   st,T,   2158   ana`   these   mom  wez2t   irmedi&tely   trt   +,heir
bottle  stations.

21.59     General   C}u..rtBrs   sounded,   wo.thor  cle.r   ant]   dark  all   men
'      reported   t3  thei.r  baLttl®   st9tiobs  md  I   roc®ived  the

rep,rt,  on   thL-briclge   that,   all   ,I.runs  Yore   rir`ned   9r.r`    re8.d.vc

Tr_f`ormod   r.r.    +,`ri^   bri.  )s.    f.ishin;   +o``t   |±ALT.`V   0n   lT±T-.y-YOP.K   that
w8is  p.ssin:  t,hrou..h  cowoy.collided  with  this   ship.

Tcilr.   thfi.t   our   s+.i.p  wp.s   roiTi:   full   9stei   9t:   the   t-,ine   o+.  t,his
Pccident,  to   r`toir3   +.:iiu   acciedent.

This   81`.ip   lir!   blRc:*   out,   r?r`nditiorl`s   in   accords.rice   wi-Jh  mr
I     tjm®   instri.ictior_a.

2220    Af+,er  hitir.g  vessel   ca!me   cheah   slow  ill.  order  to   keep  botq
t03e+her.

All  man   takir.j  from  stuck  v.ss/31   and   it  srmk  irip!!edi.tctly
th.re  were  no  I-rgonr`_el   lost,   .nly  Ea€jr`...r  MAorJA  GRODEd
of  TJJLrrf _r  r)L`  :Ti|<J  YOO_K   rocoiv?d   a   sli3Iit   kn.c   ii..jury   .n3  ms

given   first  aid  bF  Ship's  PT`TSEP  in   shi..o'8  ho,pital.

Two   red   lights  vel.a   orr}ered   to  be  .I)u+,  on   to  ke..n   a.f.t?-
antl   otner   vesaelg   clear   of   ?.JL^.PY   r`-    T'..7n./   YC`P.K   while    she   w.s
=i-nkjr`-7,.



C'r`!-F|DEtJTI.u

2330     Ser`t;   bllrT`_t=er   t.o   Col fr:ODC`r':   tell5r.:   of   cooid.nt,   and   asking

t                :;::r:o+`,°h_ ::?-i:ed:a:`:e°-:o:4£¥-:i`i`:EL¥°.:¥;c e::::  :::,: =t::n-
V Cyf .

.Re.oorteci~   t,.hot   survivor   had   soey``   s`lt`   oT`.17   Artril   194t.

2225     A  vessel   +„   the   sterr'.   of  us   t`.so.n   to   use   bl.:.nk9r   9rid   .rciu:,3i
1./`.tyT`/tI:TS   suspicion   .n.rt   CAPTA`IN   orderer.   sign.1m.n   not   to

8]1.ivy.r   8.id   blinker.      CA.P1`4|N  then   s.vg   th_.  Ar.:ned   i3uairrJ   ColTmqi:|dor
pgrmission  +,o   open   °i.re   at   hi.t5   o`u:I   discretion.

J|med  rtuprd  Cormand®r  ordered  4"50  gun  oren  to  trair`.  the   Bterr`.
Sun   r)n   thi     v.sleet   ari.r^  held  b.ttl3   st9l;ions   r.ac!y  f`or   ac+,ior!
t)lit   cli/I  not   open   fire.

2300     CAPTJ\.±N  began   to   Steer  various   courses   from  his   r)ostioa  of
39   degrees,53   rni.nutes  IJor.th   1,Qtitud®   and   some   71   dogrf f...;
md   52  minutos  west   Long.   fran  AHBP.C\SE  Lli'jliT   some   98   to   lco
miles   east.,  of'  this   li:ht.

CA.IT.I~TIV  pr`|ceoded  I)ack   as   h.   did  not  viBh  to   br.ck  ra,dio   Silence
and   wtinted  ti   dr®w   Suspicious   ve8Bel   ®imy   fr^m`   c?r.voy.

CAPTAIN  kept   a  v8mtion   of   c>oiurse   and   si]ee¢   `nd  dirootion  .wry
froni`,onvoy  to  confuse   suspi``,ious   croft  wit,h   sound   c)?  8hi|)5
encin®s.       And  h.Tin:  pulled  .".v  from  this  voss®1  prop,-®ded
f\ill   speed  to  rejoin  act.rivoy  8.tiBfi.d  no  d.mace  done   to  our
ve68®|,

19  April   19t4

C)ZOO     Rcmovgd  from  condit,ion   I   of   gun   crew  to   condit`ion   1|   and
rot.`irriecl   -jn   cc`r.iition   I   g.+   04,flo.

0830     Si`3.h.ted  Destr`.yer  }Jo.159   of  port.  bow  and  by  blinker  C`apTrAIJ
r..ciuesT,9A   +j?   rm7ujr`.ica.te   +n   shore   for   hii  concomjr`.g   thi`s   Collts.i_c`rt.
with  fi§nin,=  `res8.I   .s   he  dia  I.f`t  wish   to  break   radio   8ilapc.
while   ru]`ni.a,;  alone.

Chei_r  ffTngir`9re   then   c..te   t.   the   brid;e   notlTi.ed   a.APTA=:I   that
Engine  Thri`s+,  r..eded   rep  ir  and  t,ine  required  woul(I  be   atjout
7   hours,

CAPTAIN   did  not,  desire   to   lay  out  helpless   so   reque8tod  +,o
Destroyer  for  .t)ermission  to  procEoi  back  to  Prow  York  for  re.o.ira.
P®rmi8Bion  r]rm ted


