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DEPARTME:NT OF  STATE
WASHINGTON

fllarch   23.    1943

The  Secrets.ry  of  Ste.te  presents  his  Compliments

to  the  Honorable  the  Secrets.ry  of  the  Navy  and  encloses

for  the  United  States  Coast  Guard  a.  copy  of  despatch

no.   631  from  the  Amel.icon  Consulate  General  at  Sydney,

Australia  enclosing  a  copy

the  Master  of  the  American

mending  certain  members  of

Enclosure:

From  American   Consuls.te
General,   Sydney,   Australia,
no.   631,   Feb

_-------I:-:---_=J+-.

?`6,   1943.
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ro:  631
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STRICTLY   CONFIDENTIAL

AMERICAN   CONSTJliATE   GENERAlj

Sydney,   AustraLlla    February  26,   1943

SUBJECT:     Commendation  of  certain  members  of  the  crew
of  the  American  S.S.   Admiral  Halstead.

THE  HONORABLE

THE   SECRETARY   0F   STATE

WASHI NGTON .

SIH:

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  ln  coDy
a  letter  received  at  the  Consulate  General  from  the
Master  of  the  American  S.S.   Admiral  Hal8tead  ln
commendation  of  certain  of  the  members  of  t e   Crew
of  that  vessel  during  an  enemy  attack  on  Port  Darwin,
Australia,  on  Fetruary  19,   1948  when  the  vessel  was
lying  in that  port.

The  por8onnel  mentioned  ln  the  letter  have  been
identified  aB  far  as  possible  a8  follows:

1. Albert  E.   MILB0UENE,   Chief  Officer,
age  33,  born  ln  Canada,  naturalized  ln

i:;!:#: #:i:8!;8i,i:;:::!:i::i:::i::a:::ch E.
Hllbourne,   1408  California  Street,
Sam  Francisco ,   California.

2.   D&el  BAIRD,   Second  Mate,   age  33,   born
in  Colorado.     Address:     244  Eleventh
Street,  8an  Francigco,   California.

3.#¥aiLE#:.=L§:oatH:::;::::k3§{:::::Ln

San  Francisco,  Callfornla.

4.   John  HAFFARI),   A.B.   (later  Boatswain) ,

:9e]E:it¥:;:a±¥o:L±:?°±:i368;:tL£::%t:f
kin:     Mrs.   L.   8.   Haffard,   4730  Kenmore
Avenue,   Chicago,   I111nol8.
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ARonlBAI,D,   Chief
in  Colombia  and c§::¥::d6fa8:1:£tia.
3fn:±§{re:tfe§#;;#;±#::±€:±£fornLa.

All  of  the  above  named  seamen  were  discharged
and  repatriated  from  Australia  in  August,   1948  eT.copt
for  ltr.   HaffaLrd,  who  was  discharged  in  January,   1943
and  repatria.ted  snortly  thereafter.     It  should  be
noted,  however,   that  Mr.   Milbourne  hag  now  returned
to  Australia  and  i8  serving  again
Halstead.

on  the  Admiral

Although  thl8  commendation  may  not  appear  to
entitle  the  Seamen  to  awards  for  herol8m  wlthln

:#:::i:#::;:o;:!g::i?ii!f8:tmL?:::e::g:::?i:I18,
Commandant  of  the  Coast  Guard  and  to  the  Recruitment
and  Mannlng  Dlvi8ion  of  the  War  8hlpping  Administration.

Respectfully  yours,

Ely  E.   Palmer
American  Consul  General

090
RHH :ml

Enclosur e:
1.   Letter  of  January  15,   1943  Signed  by

the  Master  of  the  Admiral  Halstead.

Original  and  hectograph  to  Department.
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Enclosul'e  No.   i  to   desDatch  no.   631  of  February  Z6,1943,
from  the  American  Oonsblate  General,   Sydney,   Australia.

COPY__    I   _    .

The  American  Consul   General,
Sydney,   Australia.

Sydney,  Anstralla
January  15,   1943

Sir:

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  at  the  Consulate  General
yesterday,  I  sbould  like  to  Place  on  record  my
cormendation  of  the  following  members  of  the  Crew
of  the  American  a.S. Admiral  Halstead  for  their
outstandin{g  devotion  to  duty under  enemy  attack  at

;:#u::;Wig:  ¥8=£h::a ::::::3:Xt#Stralla,  on
Albert  Milbourne,  First  Mate
Dael  BaLlrd,   Second  Mate
Alan  Ourrle,   Third  Mate
John  Haffard,   A.B.   (later  Boatswain)
Fred  Archlb&ld,   Chief  Steward.

The  above-named  men  stuck  to  their  guns  and
maLnned  the  ship  with  determination  and  real  valor
during  the  enemy  bombingg  of  the  port,  although  many
of  their  shiT>mates  reacted  in  a  far  different  manner.

Yours  truly,

(Signed)    a.E.    JOHNSON,
Master,
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