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TREASURY DEPARTMENT

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

LR R 105 Sub-Treasury Building,
INTELLIGENCE OFFICE 0N Row Tork, ¥. T,
NEW YORK DISTRIQTVJ ] :i?‘ VAT ¢ 1=y 6 May, 1940.

My dear Pollio:

Under the provisions of Amendment No. 2, dated 9 Merch,
1940, reletive to the sealing of radio epparatus of neutral merchent ves-~
sels wholly chartered by belligerents, I interpret that to include Americean
ships whooly chertered to Cenadien parties. The Americen S/S AGWISTAR is
wholly chartered to the North Shore Paper Company of Montreal, end her agents
ere Furness Withy. She hauls pulp to New York, I believe, from the Meritime
Provinces. Anyway, we intend to seal her, unless otherwise directed by your
of'fice.

The Meritime Commission publishes memoreanda concerning the
chartering of Americen ships to Canadien and other foreign agencies. While
these American ships are working under these charters, should not they be
sealed when in American waters? That is, when the charterers are belliger-
ents?

The sealing of the apparatus of belligerents bound to Albany
is getting under our skins, and there isn't much we can do about it. For
instance, many of the belligerents bound to Albany come through New York
et night. If they come from a domestic port, and most of them do, they
are not required to stop at Quarantine. We get them if we kmow they are
coming, but we always don't kmow that. Besides, our sealing staff is small,
end is not on a 24-hour-a-day basis. Under the circumstances, it is neces-
sary to meke two or three trips a week to Albeny. The prospects do not
appeer any better towards the elimination of the trips.

Except for the fact that not sealing before reaching Albany
theoretically permits the use of readio while en route up there, no harm has
been done. The permanent stationing of e relisble radiomen at Albany is
the obvious enswer, as it is less trouble, end less expensive than heving a
staff on 24 hours a day, with & couple of speciel boats ready to jump as a
ship comes through the Narrows. Besides, belligerents bound up the Dela-
were to Philaedelphiea are necessarily sealed in Philadelphia, Chester, or
Wilmington, as the case mey be, and, while I don't know how it is handled
in the Norfolk Distriet, I surmise that the sealing is done in Baltimore
or Norfolk.

What I went to do, of course, if your office agrees with me,
is to talk Captain Dempwolf into having a men permanently stationed et Albany,
to avoid these trips, et least for the navigational season.
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There are at present only four or five belligerents going
to Albeny each week, of whom we seal half in New York if we are lucky; for
the others we send the cars. Traffic there is on the incresse, with the

prospect of more misses in New York, with resulting more trips.

Your thoughts in the matter will be appreciated.

I ‘ ,..t—'. L ¥ J’;\ﬂ«;t

Lieutenant F. E. Pollio,
Acting Chief Intelligence Officer,

Weshington, D. C.






