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fa. D(.^lTMENT  Of

N^TloN^L   HEALTH   AND   WELFARE

Ottawa,
January   and,   1948

w you. IEny dFft TO -I he

321-5-8
KCH/I,P

H.J.   ,^unsllnger,   Ego..,
Commissioner  of  ral`cotics,
TI.easury  I)e.oartment ,
1300  E   Street,   I:.'h..,',`,rashlngton   Z5,    D.C.

ut
t,

t-,1i

Re   -  Joseph   Taylol.,
"S.S.Alcoa  Pennant"
F. a 1 i f a x hT , S .

Dear  h'{r.   Ansl]nr£=-,er,

I`a.'i  i,uotlng  hereundel.,   for   your   information,
a   report  dated   Dece^riber   lath,   llJ47,   received   from  ouLr
Criminal   Investic;ation  .'3ranch  at  Hallfax,   }J.S.,   frol,'i  which

%%?sV.''LiiLc::tfetrmh::t:h:sa:::.:e::::d6fab€ff:d:E:::£::ethe
use  of  narlhuana.

''The   S.S.   '.ucoa  Pennant'   1s   a  10,000  ton
net.chant   vessel   owned   by  the  Aluminum  Compan.v  of  Alnerica
and  the   local  agents  are  Plckfol.d  and  Black,   Ltd.,   of
Halifax,   N.S.     This   vessel   arrived   at   the  Port  of
Fallfax  from  the  British  `,./est   Indies   and  South  Amel`ican
ports   on  Nov.   26,1947.

"In  the   ear.ly  A.M.   of   Doc.   7,1947,   t,he  night
guard  on  duty  at  Halifax  Detachment  received   a  telet]hone
call   from  one   Charles  ELLCEY,   chief  coorc   of  the   'Alcc`a
Pennant'   and   this  iflan  complained  that  he   sus.oected
Joseph  Taylor,   boatswain  of  the   same  ship,  with  handllni`
marihuana  clgal.ettes.

''Thls   lnformatlon  was   subsequently  conveyed   to
the  writer  and  patrol  was  made  to  t,he  above  mentioned
vessel   in  company  with   Cat.   K.V.Murl.ay.     The   Ca.rttain,
Joseph  Castro,   was  contacted   and   advised  that  be  had
heard  nothing  of  this  nature  whilst  the  vessel  was  in
Halifax,   but  he  stated  that  when  the   ship  was  ln  I.ingston,

N.H.  *  V.  I    io.I[-.7-P-]un7



-2-

"Jamaica,   prior  to  coming  to  Halll.ax,   one  of  the  seamen  had
come  aboard  apparently  under  the  influence  of  liquor  and
had  created  such  a  dlstul`bance  that   lt  was  necessary  to
place  him  in   irons.     Whilst   he  was   beln€``.   placed   under
deteDtlon  this  seanian  had   struck  the   fll.st  mate  and  inflicted
a   cut  over  his  eye.     Captain  Castro   stated   that  he  had  heard
a  rumour  at  that  time  that  the   :nan  1.,.as  not  drinking  but  had
been  smokln.g  marihuana   cit`r`arettes  whilst  ho  w.as  ashore.   However,
since  this  incident  nothing  further  had  come  to  licht  concerning
the  posslbilit,y  of   the  nan  usin.,``_  marihuana  and  he   had  finally
come  to   the   conclusion  that  the  .fin  was   intoxicated.

"With  pemission  of  Captain  Castro,   the  complalnant,
Char.leg  Ellcey,  was   interviewed,   and   stated  that  on  the  night
of  Doc.   6,1947,   he   and   a  number  of  other  crew  men`oers  had
attended   a  dance   at   the   Olympic  Gal.dens,   Hallfax,   N.S.  Members
of  the  crew  attending  this  daace  included  Joseph  Taylor,   the
boatswain,   and  James   C.   Nellul   a  seaman  who   ls   cormonly  known
as   'snake-eyes'.    At  the  hall  they  met  several  local  girls  and
at  the   conclusion  of  the  dance  he  had  accompanied  one  of  the
girls,   namely  Della  Rose  Doucette,   of  15  Morrls  Street  to  the
Grosvenor  Hotel  where  he  engaged  a  room.     He  further  stated
that  during  the  time  he  was  at  the  hotel  witb  this  girl  they
had   been  drinklnt.`,  and   the   gil.i   suddenly  passed   out.  He  was
able  to  al`ouse  her  after  corlslderable  effort  alid  at  that  time
she  became  very  violent  and   scratched  his  face.     After  he  had
succeeded   ln  quieting  her  he  had  asked  for  an  explanation  of
her   conduct   and   she   told  him  that   she  had   `Deen  given  a  mat.1huana
cigarette  by  Jones  C.  Nellul  alias  "Snake-eyes",  who  had   ln  turn
obtained  it  from  Joe  Taylor,   the  boatswain.     This  nan  also
stated  tbat  ever  since  the  snip  had  left  Klngston,   Ja'mlca,   he
had   suspected  Taylor  of  smoking  marihuana  cit.arettes  and  her in
fact  smelled  the  odour  of  the  cigarettes  al.ound  the  cB®w's
quarters  on  several  occasions.    He  also  stated  that  he  had
been  told  by  Dewey  E.  Stanford,   a  steward  on  the   ship,   -:hat  he
had  been  given  a  marihuana  cigarette  by  the  boatswain  ln  the
Casino  Care,   Hollis  Street,   Hallfax,   N.S.,   a  few  days  previctusly.

"As  it  was  con.sldel.ed  at  this  time  that  lf  Taylor
had  any  Marihuana  ln  his  possesglon  he  would  probably  be  taking
it  shore  during  the  nlgbt  of  December  7th,   as  lt  had  beefl
ascertained  tbat  a  number  of  the   Crew  intended  to  vlslt  the
Casino  Cafe  that  evening.     Art.angenents  were  made  whereby  we
would  be  notlfled  when  the  boatswain  and  Jones  C.  Nellul  left
the  ship,   and  following  our  departure  the  above  mentioned
steward  Dewey  E.   Stan ford  was  escorted  to  tbls  office  for
questioning.     This  man  stated   that  on  the  night  of  Dec.Z,1947,
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"he  had  visited   the  Casino  Cafe   in  company  with  approximately
ten  members  of  tbe  crew  of  the   'Alcoa  Pennant' .   They  had
purchased  a  considerable  quantity  of  liquor  during  the  day
and  consumed  lt  that  evening.     He   st,ated   that  he  was  well
under  the  influence  of  liquor  and   late  that  night  he  had
been  given  a  marihuana  clE;arette  `Dy  one  of  the   crew,   but
tbat  he  was  unable  to   state  which  par.ticular  member  had  given
lt   to  him,   as  thel.e  were   about  ten  ot.   them  €:rouped  around
one   table   ill  the   care.     This  !rian  v`Jas   auestioaed  at   consldera`ole
length  .but  no  further  lnformtion  could   be  obtained  from  him.
Fe  was  detained   at   this   office   and   the  vessel  was  then  searcbed
by  D,/Sgt.   A.A?.   i:1n6,   Cst.   K.V.Murray,   and   the  writer,   assisted
by  the   officers  of  tbe   ship.     No  evidence   of  Marihuana  vras.
found   aboard  the  vessel.

''Patl.ol  was  then  nacie   to  15  Morris  Stl.eet  and  Della
Rose   I)oucette  \.as   lntel.viewed.     'I'his   .girl  was   under  the
influence  of  llriuor  at  the  tlr.e  and   lt  `.Jas  ver:J  difficult
to  Get  a   coherelit  story  1`I.on  her,   but   she  did   state  that
early   ln  December   She   had  met   .Toseph   Taylor  ant   .T,rines   C.
Nellui   in  the   38sino   Safe   3n¢   had   stl.uck   u.T]   an   acouaintance
with  them.     She   stated   that,   `f=`he  had   Spent   several  niihts  with
Taylor  and   that  on  one  occasion  she   notioed   a  vcr.v  strong  odour
from  the   cigal.ette  he  was   smoking.     She   haf   asked  him  what
caused   the  odour   and   had   beerl  told   th:it   he  vi'as   srnokim3  a
doped   clgal`ette.     She   then   ,as::ed   if   she   could   slioke   t,he
cigar.ette  am  had  taken   a   cou:`le   of`  puffs  of  it,   but  that  the
cigal`ette  had   no   el.feet   on  he-r  t.hat   she   could   deterriine.   She
was   a.uestioned   concernini,.   the   ci+^al.ette   given  to  her  at  the
dance  hall  by  Nellul,   but   denied`-that  he  had   ever  giveii  her
a   Clgal.ette   ContainintLs   doije.

"Pat,rol  was  then  continued   to  the   Casino  Cafe  and
Joseph  Taylol.   in   company  with   Snot,her   seaman  was   o-oserved
standing  on  the   street.     He  appeared  to   be  under  the
influence  of  liquor  at  that   time.     He  was  placed   ln  Police
car  and   conveyed   to   this   of fice  where  he  was   thorou£;hly
searched   but  no   evidence   of  marihuana  could  be  found  on
his   person.     He   was   Questioned   concemin6  rneil`1huana   cigal.ettes
he  had   allegedly  given  to  I)ella  Roge   Doucette  and   certain   crew
menbel.s   of  the   '.ucoa  Perlnant'.     He   freely  adl,iitted  that  he
had   smoked  ml`1huana  on  numel.ous   occasions,   but   stated  that  he
had  not   brought  any  to  canada,   `out  that  he  had   smoked   a   con-

` slderable  quantity  whilst  the  vessel  was  at  Klngston,   ¢amaica.
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''He   stated   that   the   ciiiarette  which   he  had   i;iven  to  Miss
Doucet,te  was   not,   a  marihuana   ciEt`;arette   `out   one   that   he   had
purchased   at  a   local   dru`:-,   store   for   the  I.elier  of   asthma.
He   inforrr,ed   lnvestif=J.atin£T  members   that  whilst   ln   company
with   this   i-lI.i   he   had   b`-..en   smoking   oiie   of   these   medicated
cigar.ettes   and   she   haci   r]uestioned   him   concer'nin{:   the  strange
odour  fron   lt,   and   at  t,hEit   tin^e  he   had   inf`omed`   her  that
it   was   a   doped   citral.et,te.     It  mi¢_`r`t   be   stated   here  that
this  man  undoubtedly  does   suffel.   from  asthma.

''In   the  ,`„!.I.   of  December  8th,   the   'Alcoa  I+`ennant'
was   a5aln   seal.ched   oy  memTDers   of   thir,   Section   assisted
by  offlcel.a  of   the   vesgel,   ein¢,   this   search   also   i,I.oved
negative.      C\n   the   sa.'1f   d9te   |Tru,.r!ies   C.   :¢ellui   alias   "snake-eyes"
was   lntervlewed   by   D/Set.   .A..}'.i_1n±   and   Cst.   I:.V.   I.{ul.ray,
and   denied   he   had   evel`   I`eceived    an.v  marihuana   cl`I_al.ettes
from   Joe   Taylor.     He   did   state,    however,    that   he-had   srio`[`:ed
one  mLrihuana  cigarette  whilst   the  vetsel  v,.as   berthed   p`t
Klnc;ston,   Jamaica.

''Ft`om   the   inl`or.iatirJn   I`eceived   from  Varic,us   `uel`sons
concerning   the   use   of   -Larihup^na   cl€`,aret,tea   on   the   r>ai-t   of
.Toseph   Taylor   it   is   cc,ns`tdered   `.i,uite   Ljro`oa.Dle   that,-he   is   an
addict,   and   it   v,'ould   also   aL,~jear  probable   t}-.fit,   he   had   some
of   the   clL,:arettes   lri   his   po+=+session  when   re   arriveri   at
¥alifax.     It   is  not   considered,   r^owever,   very  li`::ely  t.hat
he  would   be   able   to   dls.Dose  of   any   :uanLity  of   tr!em   in
Halifax  to   drug   addicts,   as   there   are   no   known  dl`u:.-addicts
ln  this  area  who  use  marihuana  in  any  for:n.

"This  vessel  left  Palifax  on  t,he  loth   instant  for  the
British  West   Indies   anri   ac3   ,.`ar   ag   is   hno\tn  at   the   ';resent
time   She  will   be   returnin€:.  t.o  Halifax  on  Jan.15,   -1948.   rThe
captain  informed   the  writer  that  he  wag  eoln€.  to  make   every
effort   to   have   Joseph   Ta:rlor   `qi..ned   off  the   vessel   as   s()on
as   she   reached   an  .^mel.icon  pc`rt.

"Joseph  Tayloi.   states  that   he   is   a   citizen   o±`   Cgrrada
having   been  born  at  Laval,   r.uebec,   but  he   has   lived   in  the
United  States  for.  api`jroximately   twenty-five   ..,rears.   This  man
ls   approximately  40  years  oi..  a,`.e,   has   brown  hair.,   blue   eyes,
1s   about   5  feet   81nches   in  hei,;ht,   and  wei±hs   around  175
pounds.     He   ls  .uartially  deaf  and  wears   a  heal.inL  device  on
occasions.     I!e  has   a  fled   tattooed   on  the   back   of   both   of
his  hands.     At  the   time  he  wasashore  at  Halifax  he  wore  a
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"white  cap,   dal.k  wind-breaker,   da±trousers,   afld  white
and   tan  shows.     Ee  gives   his  home  address`as   179  Clay
St.,   San  Franclsco.     It   is   suggested  that  the  name  and
description  of  this  subject  be  bl.ought  to  the  attention
of  proper  authol`itles  in  the  United   States  in  the  event
he  should  ccme  to  their  at,tention,   as   it  appears  probable
that  he  will  sign  on  another  ship  as  soon  ag  he   ls  dls-
cbarged  from  his  present  position.

"This  vessel  will  be  visited  on  her  next  trip  to
Hallf jLx  and   if  this  :,-an  is   still  aboard  search  will  be
conducted   under  the  provlslolis   of   the   Oiilun  and  rTarcotic
Drug  Act .„

In  view  of  the  fact  that  this   individual  gives  his
home   address   as  179   Claiy   St.,   Sac  Franclsco,   Gal.,   U.S..1.,   and   ls
expected  to  be  sip,ned  off  the   ship  at  the  first  Alnerican  pol.t,
I  have  no  doubt   that  the  lnfor.ration  contalnoa  ill  the  report
concerned  may  be  of   some  interest   to   you.

Si_ncerel:,'   yours,

Chief,   lTal.cotic   Division

1/8/48
copy   to   Mr.    Bulkl®y    (Cu®ton8)

''^.    oopy    to    Lt.    Comb.    H.mbond,    USCO


