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SS   tiLExjL!`TD'JJff   ih.-.JCPLS,    jtr]`!ericar`+

Freighter,   r7lr76  G.T.,   o;ned  by  T,ar   Shipping  Administ,r3Tuicirt,   anclt  operatc.d
by  the   Isthmian   S.beamship  Company.,

1,                     The   ALfixiiNDER  I,!AJORS  was   damcigcd  by  cnem`y  aircraft   a+u   i'3o-:+u   lc`30   3i:,T,12
ITov  4/+,  `wrhilc   at  anchor   in   Duldg  Harbor,   Leytc,   P.I.,   having   sail¢d   i`rc`:ri  =icllaridia,
l'jew  Guinea   29   0ct,   in   con`roy  arriving  lit   I,e}+ue   4   Nov;   loaded   ltvith   4C)7  i.i.S ..-. rm.:7-troorj:
Lis   pass.n`'3Cr's   and  a   cargo   of  i,222   |j.T.;   cargo   consisted  of  trucks3   +ui.actors  arid
otller  air   force   equipment   stowi3cl  in  all  lov€3r  holds  and  #2,   fF4  anc-i  f5.  lt-„r.'eJn   decks;
3r75   torts   ol-:3asoline   in   drums   s+uowt3d  in  7)±4  and  #5   lo-,-i-tjr  holds,   deck   cart.3o   ccj.xprised
of  one   bomber   trailer   stChr`3d  bet-,rocn  #4  and  #5   ht.itchtjs;   s`jvL3ral  trucks   ;ir3``idi.d  and  or`.
fr2  hatch;   and  aiJ:`,roximat`jly.20   `drums   of  ra..rige   I.u.jl   st,orv-ed  on   deck   iJ.nd=r   ffl  ,Jrl_d   7}2
life   ra_T'ts.     At  tube  time   ship  vras   demagcd,,  all  of  th€j   troops,  T,rith  the  cxc=ption  of
13,'   had  bceri   dischar3cd.     Vcssel   did  not   sinl{  but  rcturni,id  to  Sam  lTr.,£ncisco   unclcr  huj
own   pot.I.fur.

2.                  Ship  vvlis  at  anchor  approximately  3500  yards  off  shore,   northerl:,I  heading,
in  14  fathoms;   creJ  at  general  quarters.     Ti'}e   'vrua.thor   ,fas   cljcir  vLJith  scitt=red
clouds;  wind  rJ`istcrly  i.orce  2;   sun  su`ttuing;  visibility  very  good.     Other  ships  in
the   harbor  Tv\rcr.i   in  sight.

3.                    At   1030  a.ra.dio   vvarning  `vrLis   r`c;ceived  reporting  c3nemy  planes   ap.oroaching  an
imnedi=itely  thor.eafter  about  10  planes. were   sighied`  converging  on  the  Sin+c_h_orage   froIT.
vL~irious   directions.     Of  the   10  planes,   one;I   group  of  3  planes   ,.r,as   sig'rited  about   6,000
yards  to  the  East,   circling  sou+uhward.     One   of  these  planes  was  shot   do.in.  `o}'  a  P-38
when  /+,000  ~y-ar.ds   off  and  3  points   to   the   starboard  quartur'.     S=cond   fjl:I.nL   continued

;::::  %±¥°::dd:% daait?:::i  ::t33 ,%%o:C; d_vv::]€k I:: o±:S488u5::ea:fo;,:h:nb::r€=:i:+:t:8o3i:°C''
Fire  1,-j-as   opened  with   +uhe   5'138   caliber  aft   gun,   range   3,000  yards   =ri.d  20   mm  fire
cormicnccd  as   plc.ne   cane   into   range.     Nun.crous   othtjr  ships   in  th~   =rea  v+rcre   firing  aJu
this  tar.get  also,   and  nan7  20  mm  hill,s  i.Ti.ere   observ~Jd.     Spec.d  cf  plane   -c-I'as   =stimat\-3d
JC,o   br3   in   3::cess   of   300   `f.nots,    mo+uor   „~=s   silr3nt   upon   ap:=ro3ch,   ric   att,e.~ipt   -viii+as   madi~~'   i(

strll.e   lrid  pile-L  ``,.c]`s   bell;vcd  to   `S.3   a\,=d  -.-:'_i;n   plane  .s+uruck.     PIL``ne   apt:,rae.chcd   in   en
undevi=t,ing  rJivc   until  she  passed  as-Ljrn  -,I.+-ie.n.  a  `olast   frol  +uhJ   5"   gun  lifted  the
plane   ,and  +uil-L~,i   it   in  an.  angle   +uo   s+,L`.r`ec`=rd.     P.lane  clc3L`Lred  the   starboai';a   iving   of
the   brid``j  E.t   ti^.3  brid_3   d.ck  by  a   ftj„  fji;t,. and  crashed  in+.o  Lind  sh+3arJd  off  the
in.L`.j.n  mast   =ibout   3'   3.Dove   .th.=   r]as+u   lockc;r.     Upon   striking  the   mast,   the   plane   and  a
bomb  it  -i`ras   3ar'ry  ing  3xplod..Jd,   sho,j-ering  the.  deck  house  and  forw:ard  portion.  of  the
ship  li\riJu-h  flL9`Lrir.Ln=-gasolir.c  ar.d  bomb  and  pkine   fragments.     Entil`e   Ship  sha`ken  by  the
blast;   jf2  and  i311..-itc:1   covers,   jFl  and  #21ife   rafts  lir.3rc?  blCh`m   off;   duck   cargo
shi+Tic,'d  cand   t.hc   ran:3e   fuel. sto-I,red  on  d.jck   ig.nit,ed.     Deck  forvvard  w.c-4s   irmiccl`iat{jn.y  en~
velor`cd  in  fLr].ncs   ind  t,he   fire   soon  spr`3ad  to  #2  and,#3   ttween  di3cks  Lind  lower  hold.

E=3L%;::]nu,::±`Sst5a::`;Lt£:Ta:i,i:ego::d.v,rE=:I:c::dtjhfefo=.i,;:€c::%a%]na::;£±:;e]=::£tr;::=r`      `               .`i                  _                 T`:.~,`       |  ...^.`i-TEi-r``^-`      T-.|~.^tlrT1~
-,     __-__       __

of  fir\3,  \Tas  im:iediately  best,royed  ty  flames.     ELre   liii.es  were   brougr_    I             ___  J?J=|-.    _-    __-  _  ,
end  of  the  ship  but  duo  to  the-fractured  fire  main  forward,   suffic-

ryr-`|   __-____.     __cssure   could  not  be  rai+sed.     W-ithin  30  minutes,   howev`;I,  an  LCI  fi.re  boat
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came  alongsic}e   'jh.`,I   stambda_rd  quarter  and  foamit'e   lines  I,vere  br.ought .aboard  and   fire
vvas   under   coi'itrol  i,n   le`sS   +.hen  an  hc>ur   bij.t  persi.shed  until  1415  among  700  kapok
jackt'jts   sto.j.red   in  #3    ltTvrrL.r`jn   de.ck  ana   a.inong   eci.uipm(?nt  `in .the ,lc)wQr   holds.  ,   Firt3   tvas
liinitl-Jd  to  +uh€   forvvard   portion.  of 'the   ship. .+\rherL.   p,Tactically  all   cal`go'Tv`r`'~i~s   ar  i}otu-al  "
loss   jr:.roiii   fire   and.T.vat,\jr`   clamiige.   '   Sh,i._p   dalnnge   is   as   folloT,.`Js'€    . I,/Iainrunst   and   Vc_T;.tila-
tors   on  tj^ic   mainin,?st   lock`ei   6or.1.pletely  destro/ud.    , FirL|, IiairHnd  exhaus+u  stc{`:irri  lirie
+uo   -th.   for'edeck,   P'ort 'L`,`rid  s-Cdr`binrcl  -vvindh:'L)s   i+,  :#3  ,ha,1..tc:h,    a ;vcral   s`3ctions   of   stea.in

Pipe   casing   on   aft,  i3nq   of   ;]i!2. and  .for,.„`ra±d  en`d;  of  #3,`   .fc)r'.`jrar:d  .side   of  '}..iidship  house,
and  3  ventilators  `on  boa+;I  d6ck,   ctnd  §.`jvt3ral  a.air   decl{   pint,js,  I.nd  Sevural  phtes   iri
j±3    lt-v-IJeen'   deck  w`jr6   Picrted  by  shi.apnel   frL.tgrti.``jnts`.      Four   bL`ariis   nil.dcr   in3uin   dt:.c-k   `oc-
+u`w-ei3n  #2   and  #3   hatc`£ries   sL.g`3.L>.d.       Irllv.~]bn.   de..r3-kihatcri   bt3ams  i.n  7Ji2  ,hfi`tch   dis`tort`'jd;   ,bul-

„'t.ir.ks   bc)th   sides   of  d(-Jck.   froin  afteri  `jnd  oi-#2   to   r!iidship.;io.usa  'distorJu-L'3t',  all.d piercJjd
b`y   shrc`ipnel. `    No.   3    lt,i.,ve`jn   deck   co`11i€j`ior.  'lji`ilkhead  d€3ritcd.   .  S±1ock   frori+,  tile   explosiori
knocl=ed   t,he   steer:irig   co``npass   in`   thc`   'vrheelhoij.Se   `ct'ff 'of:.its   p.e`5es-Lal;   maill.   ,:.}1tcnn,1,
1j?.okcil.  ai'id   1.}ur;.]eroris   w±.ndo'v`.r5   and.  li`:Jits   iri   +ulic   vrhe\,\lh.o'LisJ   l'j.r`Qke.n..      _Fire   s6ricus`ly  .
cia.1+€?Lr3'jd  ::inL`L  +uhc   degaus§ir}g   coils;    c6nTv;c;y   cm\jrji,`ncy   lil;I?t.s   ,and   contrc;1   box„g.yrp      .
cn`:i:intl?_  ancl  +uhc   flag   locki-;r   and' +I,hu   dogcr  ``iround  th.i   stand+J`rd  compass   on   i,he   lsigr+tll
:Jri(,'.gc.     No  infomFtioh  i.vci. s   s`:cured  coriccrnir+g  th`j   conl-idcntial  codes   but  i+u   is
€i.ssu.r-i`3d  tlrnt   t,hey   ,.rerL-   reJu-,.iintjd   on   bo3.rd  thLJ   ship.

4..                   Ship  -,.v':1.s   not   abundi`?r+ed  bu-:   tul'i.e.rit3:`t  in   the   for.,-Ira   gun   tubs   I.rverc   forced  to
ju,ip   over'joard   to   Liscape   th3   fl,=r+js.     .rl-.ot=l   co:rii31j.1.3nt   on   'oourd  -`,T:`'.s   76,   including
37   i,`ierchan+u    cfc-iiJ,   26   _|rrijd   Gu=rd,    :r.~j   13   TUT.S.   +Tr`:rt:.r  tinccps;   2   in.`jrcharit   scauen killed,
74  Survivi.d.      One   ,;i.rcll_lrit   sear!L-i.rt   ir.i-LIT.3d   `o:,r  s:n,r=.I+ri5l,,    one   .+rm=d  Guard  hc)spitalizcJd
lt   Le:,7te   for   injuri`3s,   2   U.S.   driTi,.I  =rt=r.   'c-urn.j`=.    ,-:+'1.i   li  +`rr.`3d  Gu=rd  burned..      Thc!   one
injured  merchant   stLJ;ann   and   11  burned  I..I,.-:`3d   Ji-1..r'i  -,-,'crrj   i-epatriatJ.d  aboarci   +uhe   IL:j'iJCPLS`

5..                  Plane  -.,-`Jas   descri`bed  as   a   siri.3l`-j~crt,Sin,:-fig:n.+.rjr.

C).                 Ships   officers`  reported  thlt   thi=   2   IT^en   ;tilled  i.,r`3ri3   s+,anding   iur,Lc3diately  for.-
yard  of  the   deck  house   by  the  port  r;_1.il  =I`nd  th:,t  tuh.3ir   dea+uhs   could  have   been  avoidL\
if  they  had  been  at  their  co^rr,i.ct  'cattle  stations  irhich  wer.e   ,.-rithin  the   deck 'house
structure.     The  officers  `addcd  thlt  these  md,n  had  .rec(3ivi3d  two  repr.imands   \'`;.arli`jr
that  same   day  for  simila'r`  ofl-ensjs..

The   Master   §utr-3gested'that. fi]+6   hos\3   shouldL  bL.  'kcpt, on  reels   iathtr   th,:`in
stretched  on   a.,rick..and`  the   reels   kt3pt   ip.various   pitrts   of  thLJ   ship  so  c.3,s `tjo'  minir,ize
danger  of  their  loss   from  fire.                                 .   `  ...-
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