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SUBJECT: Sumery of Statcments by Survivors @f S8 ANNE HUTCHINSON, Amjrican
Cargo Ship, 7165 G.T., ovwners - Suddii & Chrieéersorm=S=mon St.,
San Francisco, Czalifornia.
1. The ANNE HUTCHINSON wns torpedocd and shelled without warning at 1655

GCT on October 26, 1942, at 33.12 S - 29.03 E, whilc enroute from Aden, via Sucz
to Capectown, in ballast, and 8000 bbls. of oil in Nos. 1,2,3,4,5, and 6 tunks,
draft forward T7'L" , aft 17'. The ship broke in two pieces 2nd was sighted drifting
in this condition by aircraft at 0800 (Time Zone unknovm) on October 28 at 3h 13

26,55 E. Later thc after portion sank; the forword portion was towed to Port
Elizabcth by a British trawler at 0800 on October 31,

2 The ship was on course 2450 true, speed 12 knots, zigzagging, 90%
blacked out, radio silent for past two days ﬁ+ which time they reported sighting
a sub; L lookouts--1 in crow's nest, 1 aft, 2 at the turrct port and starboard.
The night was dark, sez had a hcavy SE swcll, wind of force #5, visibility fair,
no ships in sight.

3, At 1655 GCT the torpedo struck abaft the engine room in the #L hold
on the starboard side, slightly below the watcrline, ripping 2 hole 14! to 16! in
diameter, and throwing black soot all over thh ship. HOJVV_r, the watertight
bulkhezds on cither side of #4 hold rcmained intact., The explosion completcly
crippled the ship, cutting off the clecetric power and stopping thc cngines,
Distress signal was not sent, duc to lack of power, There was no armed guard
action, About 30 minutss after torpodo struck, the sub surfrced on the port side,
firing one shot which struck thc midships housc. The mastcr of the ship failed to
destroy the confid;ntit;° ”han r2s abandoncd 2nd madc no attcmpt to rescue

£

them after torpedoing, whi Ln was still afloat. They remained unattended
from 0703 October 26 untll »800 Oc t« 31, when South African Navel Force arrived
and took them into custody. Nonc oi thp codecs were missing

L. Shortly after 1730 GCT, ship wazs abandoncd in tzo lifchoots; L4 in one

)
boat, 10 in thc other., The 10 survivors werc picked up by the STEEL IA?I}
landed at Durban on Octobcr 28, The larger group, including the : i
at Port Alfred carly on October 28, and ierc later scnt to Por
survivors arrived in Baltimorc on December 9 from Durban on
Six survivors werc landed on December 13 2t Philadclphiz by
from Capetowvm. Remainder of the survivors anlﬁd$“5 the capt

transportation at East London, South Africz. Thrce of the

known to have becn lost.

5. The submazrine w
abandoned ship on thc :tzrbgnr
port. It is possible that it w
abandoned ship on the port side

6. When the
they took charge of
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