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i:s.t'eri.s``on,   Sansom  St. ,   San  I'`rancisco,   Calif.

Refer`ence:         (a)     Summary  o±`  Statements  by  Survivors   of  SS  AI\JI`LI   HUTCIIINSON,
etc.,  prepared  by  op-16-a-5,   and  dated  December   21,19h2.

Purpose.

i.             Infor.nation  fran  ot,her`  survivors  fur`nishes  the  folloiw.ing  irifor-
mation :    A  South  African  minesweeper  and  a  1..`arbor  tug  attempted  to  tow  the
ship  to  port,,  but  v\,rere  not  powerful  enough.     Dynamite   charge  iv\ras  placed  aft
under  the  ship,  cutting  it  in  two.     Tlie  after-third  i,'ras  allowed  to  sin}{,   and
everythin:  forward  of  the  after  engineroon  bulkhead  was  towed  to  Port  ]31iza-
beth  on  1.Toveml7er  1,   19h2.     The  hulk  v\ras   held  in  custof`iy  at  first  by  the   Naval
F`orces,   but  is  now  provisionally  under  the  Ilarbor  Administration  i^rhich  is
protecting  both  the  interests  of  the  harbor  and  of  the  ov`rners  or  those  irrho-have  an  interest  in  it.

The  legal.   status   of  the  }iu.1k  and  the   question  as  to  invrhether  claims
for  salvage  will  st,and unt`ier  the  circumstances  ar)i'tears  I,o  be  uncertain  and  the
South  African  authorities  are  aprtarendly  ih.raitin3  for  a  decisiori_  fr.ojn  the  U.S.
Goverrment.     Consictier+`Lble  pilferage  is  known  to  have  taken  plt'lce   i,tv.hale  in
char.ge   of  the   I`Taval  Forces.     This   ten-nor.ci.ry  polio.'T  was   decii`led  b}/-the   Sr,,/.stem
T\  anal:er   of  I.ailwc-`ys   and   I-}arbors   at   a  meeting   held   on  l`(l.ovcmber   21.

2.                The   submarine   sur`faced   1200-1500  yards   ci`iv'ray,   after   +uhe   s{'3con'~`Ti
torpedo.      It  was   descr.ibed  t'_ts   of'  I.-,1.ediun  sj.ze,   pairited  blue   or  blcick  T`,ith  a
high,   cylindrical  conning  tot,`vrer  and  hi.?li_,   srflrp  bo'"     There  1,-`rere  possibly  itirhite
m`..rkin£?s   on  the   conning  tov`or.

3.              An  aLffid`n.vit  w'l.s  s`jcured  from  the   c`-.pt-.in  of  the   ship,   stLlting:
"In  the   excitement   c`-+used  b:\,I  thc   torprjdoin{`i:   of  -in.y  ship,   I   fcj.iled  to  remember
a.bout  the  codes   and  other  confidcnti,:.1  ]natter  +`t'\,rhic,h  i',rare  thcrt;fort;J   left  un-
locked  c>n  board  ship  1,'i,rhcn  it  was   ilbando:ricd.H     Th(~j   i3ritish  llfival  I.iaison  Officer
`'3xanincd  all  codes  and  documents   and  is  co+rf..ident  that  the:,I  have  not  bean  com-
promised.     The  captain  obviously  failed  in  his   duty  :is  far  as  abandoning  the
codes   ancl  leaving  the   ship  `i')efore   all  1..rcre   off .     rlhe  arm.ed  guai.a  `i,-,- cj;r3   the  last
off  thu`   ship.     Th\~jre  is   also   a  question  of  -v7-htjth:|r  h`~   should  not  have  r~|turned
to  the   ship  'w-hen   it  ii-trt-is   st:en  to   stay  allocT.t.      j`hc   con`-fact   of   t:ic   crc`v~ .--.-,rc.s   satis-
fact,ory  throughout.

h.                In  all,   thr3j   tc>rpi3dc>€s   lv,reri:i   firJicl;   on~3  -,-iiich  rassljd   some   20  }rards

:€:n:::T%:`£r:L.^F:.th`i:I:%f::iJp:13:nTf:r]:::'in:t:::':k:JhT:Lt:r:i:Td.a;r°€`;:=38:L-:,:.i:-:::j:n:`€E:rstar_
board   Side   Elnd  d'uck,   7i'h   h€.tch  T.ras   blo`.JJn   c`.~r-:,'   i?..mtc'.  the   dc;p   tcrlnk   in  #L   hold  vv'£i.s
Punctured.     The   main  Sha~fting  v,T`1s  brok``,r.  I-.r`.:;.  t,}`tj   main   engine  1,I.fas  7novcd   sev`jrLi|
feet.      No.   I+   hold  il',rc-,.s   flooded   irmn`~=diatJ.i:\j-.      TZIJ`   c)nil,`r  r ;,?ult   ol-th:   si';cond   hit
knorJn  to   survivors,  1,I,-as  thji   c:aplosion  of   t,h`;   st:3r.bot`.ro'.  boiler.
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