Brigadisy Oeneral Shorman Miles,
Actinz Assistent Chief of Sgaff, 0.2,
United States Arasy,
War Department,

ashington, B, G,

My desr General Milee:

The receipt 19 acknowledszed with Shanks of your lotter of
January 26, 1941 (3-?/9531~4T?/ with which you forwardsd a sopy of a
lettor and port chart received fros the Fort lMasager, Yort averglades,
Florida.

The situstion precented by the case of the ARAUCA is o general
one, sad in this comnectlon there ie transnitted herevwith a lilst af
Germen and Italian merchan® veseels wihisch have been lumebilized in porte
of the United States apparently for the durstioa of the Sauropsan war,
The totsl number of such vessels is Swenty-nine; two German and twenly-
seven Italian. Iu addision, the Italian passemger liner, COHTH BIASA-
CAMANG, has been at Colom, Canal Zone since Jume 27, 1940,

in the treatment of these vessels this Vepartaent has taelen
inte consideration the fact that the United States is nominally om frieandly
relations with the goveramants of OSarmasy sand Italy, and Far this reason
hes carefully avoided any sction which would precipitate a disturbance of
such relstions., The Coast Cuard maintalins s svecial boat patral over the
sctivities of German and I[%alisv vessela, The placing of guards aboard
to prevent scuttiing or sadolape by Shs crews of suchk vessols would in
the opinion of this Departsent bde ineffactual ia preventin, the coumisasion
of such acts. Actual selizare of thase vessels would be s safeguard

.

againet destructive acte, dut short of jeiszuve by the United States Shere
is nothing that cam legally bLe done at thie time,

By dircetion of the Secrstary.

Very traly yours,

Herbert L. Gaszton,
Assistant Secretory of the Treasury,

¢losure

e 2/4/41




