
16  r®brany,  1942

11.      S.S.   AREAVSAS

U.S.  Tanker;  built  1919;  6,452  gzlo8e  tone;  no  cargo.
D®pauted  Santoj,  ELazil,  31  January,  1942,  for  Ar`lba.
Torpedoed while  at  dock  waiting  to  load,  16  P®bruary,  1942,  0300.
Weathe.I,   clear;   Sea,   Smooth;  wind,   g118ht  SE.
On  board,   39;   Baved,   39.
Vessel:     8alrag®d.

The  dock  and  ve38el  Tero  coxpletely bl&Ck®d out  when,  &t  0300,
a  torpedo  Struck  on  the  Starboard  81de  forward  of  amid8hlp8,  iBcking  a
lan.ge hole  where  it  penetrated,  and  a  nu]drer of  enaller  holes  on  the
opposite  side  where  fragments  were  blown throuch.

The  crew vent  ashore  by the  gangpinnk,  and  the  ract®r  ordered
the  sea valve  opened on the  port  side  to  coundcract  a .tarboard  list
which  had  developed.     In  the  IIiorning,  the  ve8g®1  -a8  reboarded,   md  a
survey  of  the  dama,ge  made.    A  second  torpedo,  which  had  evidently mi88ed
the  ship  and  run  up  on  the  beach,  exploded  ihile  being relroved,  and
killed four  shore  men  who  Trere  engaged  in  taking  it  a"y.

The  tanker  proceeded  under  her  om  power  to  the  other  end  of  the
island,  where  texporary repairs  were  made,  and  later  continued on  to
Galveston,  where  she  arrived  18  March,  1942,  for  conplete  overbaul b®foro
being returned  to  service.
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