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3TJBJECT:     Sunrary  of  Statements  by  Survivors   of  the  SS  AUGUSTU.S  THonIAS,   American
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1                      The  AUGUSTUS  THO]ths  ivas   struck  by  a  bomber  and  damaged  by  under  water  exp
;;.ct->ions  from  the  plane's   bombs  at  0040  GOT,   24  0ct  44,   while  at  Anchorage  #16,   San
=z=dro  Bay,   Leyte  Gulf,   Philippine   Islands,  -v.rith  the  USS  ScnJ0lIA   (ATO-12)   along  the
starboal.d  side  taking Tvater.    Vessel  was  loaded  i^rith  3000  tons  of  amunition  in  #1,
±3,  and rf5  holds;  1000  barrels  of  aviation  gasoline  and  diesel  oil  in  #4  hold,  and'
appro.y.imt,ely  2500  tons  general  military  equipment;   draft  1618n  forward,   22t3n  aft.I,Jf=s3eJ.  chid not  sink;   draft  after  damge  91   forward,   30'   aft,  and iivith  the  aid  of
TJ  S.1T;ivy  tugs  #100  and  #169  ,fas  ']eached  one  mile  East   of  Palo  River  mouth  in  four
f`i+u'ir,r.s   at  0130,   3  November.

2.                 Ship  had  been  at  anchor  for  tro  days,   in  42  fatho!ns  of  I,vater,  all  hands

5::thbe::r::  i:g:r:Lqg::::::  ;i38erg.:::i:8 ;  h:}=%hTtrez%%:rvi'::b:I::; 3v::; :%:3;hJ  Vthn
approximtely  80  other  ships  at  anchorage  ir.  the  area.

3.                 At  0039,   ithile  shipping  in  the  area  was  under  attack  by  4  Jap  tinrin-engine
bo_nbers,  one  of  the  bombers,  approaching  ship  from  the  starboard  side  at  a  distance
of  approximtely  ±  mile,  -iITas  seen  to  catch  fire  in  one  engine  and  shortly  thereafte
in  both  engines,  apparently  having  been  hit  by  fire  from ships  in  the  vicinity and
shore  batteries.    Plane  headed toward the  TH0ms  flying  at  a  height  of  approximte]
301,   struck  the   stack  of  the  USS  SohTchIA  with  one  wing,  and  then  crashed  against  the
starboard  side  of  the  TH0l,IAS  aft  of  midships.    One  engine  struck  apprexi.r!rately  21
below  the  nrain  deck  and  the   other  engine  appl`oxima`tely .61   bel.ov  the  main  deck.     The
SONORA  sustained  the  brunt  of  the  damage  from  the  exploding  plane  and  -was  ignited
.I.ron  stem  to  stern.    Bomb  load  of  plane  spilled  out  between  the  2  ships  and  was  deb
o`nated  upon  striking  i,he  bottom  of  the  bay,  ithich  had  the  effect  of  a  depth  charge,
causing  considerable  damage  to  shipls  hull  and  engine  room.    Three  or  four  holes  fr
2-3.   in  diameter  and  numerous  s]];iall  holes  Tuere  made  in  the  vessells  hull  at  the  tur
of  the  bilge,  st.arboard  side,  arid  several  seams  were  split.    The  vessel  was  also
sprained  to  port;  part  of  t,he  welding  of  the  train  deck  bulirarks  abreast  of  engine
room was  `sp|it  in  tvyo  places  and.opened  up  to  I/80  indicating  that  vessel was  bent
anidships;   engines  mde  inoperative;   steam  lines  to  the  generator  were  knocked  out;
steering  gear  was  inoperative  due  +uo  lack  of  steam;   standard  and  steering  compasses
tore  toirn  out .6f  gimbals;  and  minor  fires  ignited  on  deck  originating  from  the  ex-
ploding  plane.    A  yellow  powdery  subs+I,ance  adhered  to  hull  of  ship  in  vicinity  of
explosion.    Vessel  flooded  in  engine  room  to  outside  water  level  in  one  hour;  #4
hold  flooded  at  the  rate  of  2n  per  hour,  and #5  hold  at  i,he  rate  of  1°  per  hour.  Al
riands  were  a+u  battle  stations  and all  guns  -mere  firing  at  various  ranges  at  the
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4.                 IrmBdiately  after  plane  struck  ship  approximtel}r  20  merchant  crew  and  an
undeterrrined  nuhoer  of  passenger  troops  abandoned  ship  without  orders  by  jumping
c.vurboard.  .  None  of  themen  were  seriously  injured  by  this  action  and  subsequt3ntly
all  were  recovered  aboard.    Two  merchant  c-rew  suffered  minor  injuries  and.  one  of
tliem  was  hospitalized  aboard  a.  Navy  hospit,al  ship.     Numerous  U.   S.  Army  Troops  re-
ceived  burns  and  minor  bruises;   however,  all  uere  evacuatu>d  ashore  along  `vvith  the
o+uher  troops.     After  ship  t.v.as  bea.ched  it  was  ordered  abandoned  by  all  hands.   Arnred
GLial`d  crow  was  transferrtjd  to  a  U.S.   Navy  w-at`3rtbnder  at  San  Pi3dro  Pay  and  the   re-
mi.iring   conplement  was   +uE`.ken  ashore.      Total   cot,iplc3nent   o.n  board  -vvas   548,   i.ncluding
41  nrerchant   creT\r,   27  Ar,Trod  a-uard,   480  U.S.   Ar.ny  troops  as  passengersj   all  548
survived.

5.                   The  at,tacking.plant?  was   described  as  a  Ju.w::Ln-engined  Jap  bchi.ber,   painted

:;;.;:+::{±]::€6L;rdE35±]f±`t;,.,`TZ::::£h%::osura::yo;%oB::E&rt±¥ge,;i:;ne;::`tr:eghf±:stT£:g£::tgs
dropp.3d  by  the   plar+es  Trcre  estimate.d  to  be.1001bs.   in  weight.

6.                   Air. ra.id "raimiLr`gs  wt3fl=   i;i.vcn  by  flag  hoists   froiii.  the  ship  and  flart3s   from
shore.     The  all  clear   s`-j.undid  .at  0800.
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