
18  April,  1942

50.      S.S.   AXTEIL   .J.   BYI.ESI

U.S.  Tariker;  built,  1927;  8,.955  gross  t,ons:  load,   crude  and  fuel  oil.
Departed  Port  Arthur,  Tens,  n  April,  1942j  for  New  York.
Torpedoed  18  April,  1942,  1835  Ewn,  3  miles  off  Wimble  Shoals  Gas  Buoy  #0.
V'i'eat,her.,   clear;   sea,,   choppy;  wind,  fresh  L\`'ort,h  Northeast.
On  board,   37;   saved,   37.
Vessel:      salvaged,   made  port  under  orm  -rj'fjwc;.;@¢

The  vessel  was  lead  ship  in  t,he  starboard  column  Of  a  tro  colurm
convoy  at  t,he  time  of  the  t,orpedoingj   and.  was  escorted  by  the  USCG DI0NE
and  four  small  Coast  Guard  boat,a,   and  €.``n  ,:'i.±plane.     The  wake  of  the  torpedo`
was  seen  300  yards  off  the  starboard  qu>ar.tt:jr  when the  a.ircraft  drew  aitten-

±;o;u:oh±=dbre#e:::r±¥t::pe¥i:igr::kt::ssr:::;ar:heck":£:Lb:::grr:d€::e-
starboard  side,  tearing a  large  hole  in  t,he  ship.8  side  ;nd  another  ln the
deckjpra:i:Cgh±g::::I::h±;gt::eh::#:utan8±3un=te:i:Td£:1::;brought
int,a  Hampt,on  Roads  8ucce88fully  at  1700  RT,I,  19  April,  1942.     None`{ of  the
crew was  injured.
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