TREASURY DEPARTMENT
C United States Customs Service 7-21-8

P New Orleans, La.
April 5, 19[51

The Collector of Customs,
New Orleans, Louisiana.

Sir:

Reference is made to copy of report of Charles F. Anepohl,
Captain Customs Guards, dated April 1, 1941, relative to certain
information obtained by Clarence Johnston, Customs Guard, in that
there was suspicion of sabotage on the Norwegian S.S. BALLA which
arrived in tow from Houston, Texas, March 30, 194l.

During an investigation relative to sabotage, the following
was learned:

Mr. Basile J. Rusovich, manager of the marine department of the
Dixie Machine Works, 1031 Annunciation Street, New Orleans, was
interviewed, and he stated that while thg BALLA was at Houston, a
contract was let to repair its engines. The taking this con-
tract dismantled one motor and then abandoned the Jjob.

The ship's owners then called for more bids to repair and recon-
dition both motors., This vessel is a twin screw and powered with two
Diesel engines. Two local concerns bid on these repairs, The Todd
Shipbuilding Company, whose bid was $89,000, and the Dixie Machine
Welding and Metal Works, Inc., whose bid, the lowest, was $72,000.

No bid has been accepted yet.

Mr. Rusovich further stated that from the condition that the
motors of this boat were found in when inspected by his mechanics,
it would be hard to state whether there was any sabotage or not. He
also stated that these engines could be sabotaged by an expert in
such a way that an experienced mechanic could not detect same until
trial and with the use of precision instruments.

At the present time the ship's owners are negotiating for a bid
to repair these motors temporarily and not to recondition them as the
first bid required, In event the Dixie Machine Company obtains the
repair contract on this vessel, this office would be advised should a
mechanical inspection show sabotage.

,&a,‘\ DA Lf;[“* \&{wx‘




UL . e sy e g 2 -
i
[

W A A M8 ERRTS RANK
1 TRISTE s a naturalized citizen and is ﬁ“#
o | /KNUuDSE , "01‘ eans, Chief Ofﬂ‘oer g ee,j.an
3 By Thor Amtdn’- ond Officer 27 Norweglan
4 JaNsSEN, Martin Kildahl - Respectfully, = 36 Korwegian
5 J’;‘wuu.z:, Gunnar Redlo Operator 29 Né¥wegian
| 8 '/Ewuha-m, Keare. - Carpenter 30 Norweglian |
| 7 VRAGENy Bjaxne Boatswain 30 Norwegion j
8 ﬁ.}\.u F9 L»verre Gunner o7 Norweglan I
1 9 | FEUERSEN, Arthur Gunner o8 Norwegian i
S e laanh.muu, “odver _ J. A. Peeler, 21 Norweglsn |
1l % ﬁ il | f.a.l.v*' Sevald Assistant Customs Agent. =~ |
i :8“ b S . . AB : ‘Jorweuum ‘
15 4 1.. calisdon poaid " AB 31 Norweglian i
& 1-BEAAK, AB 34 Norweglen
15 4 SBTAHAL .:uﬂ-, hmmmal AB 22 Norweglan
lb.}/‘mUW-m_ y ullxﬂ".&ﬁ'“ 83 o po AB 44 HOI‘HQgiw;
R nﬁm ‘Harmon, AB 2l Werweglan
18 oﬂ@rﬂg Charge. Chief Engineer 44 Norwsg ian
i9 , ' ""', Kaare O 1é'§v - : » ond Engineer 30“Nprweglan
20§ WEEVIE, Martin 5 ard Engineer 31 Norwegian
21 wJaLAJJ, Torvald Aug ust xartimus' Repairntan 40 ¥otweglan
po | /HETLAND g 0kt _ O Donk eyman 43 Norweglan
23 J'L.Ait’dw, Markus Bonkeyman 38" lorwWeglian
P4 AQHANSEN , Ingar JOXgen Hotorman 26 Norwseglan
25 S ORNGRI, Oscar Lo torman 23 Swedlish
26 um o»/wuh JOrEen . R Motoyman 30 Norweglan
er . Jobamaes Konrad - Hotorman 24 Norwegian
3 L.L:ua.i‘v Setied ATni o teTman 39 Norweglan
29 “Tufo-nz .*drri Steward 43 Norwegian
80 YLOBERSLL, ‘we Poralfl Coak 32 Norwegisn
4] |JUNES, John Charles Galleyboy 16 Canadlan
3% m&a“, uohn Edgar Messman 16 Canadian
LRI , Gilbert Steven Solaonbey - 16 Canadian
J4 p«r’fq.xku Cedric John Helper : 22 British
& ‘/.«r"'¢ 308, Kenneth Anthony Helper 19 Canadian
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