
9  July,   1942

8./.      S.S.  .BENJAMIN   BREWSTER

U.S.   TtLnk®r,   built  191.7;   5,950  gross  tons;   cargo,   gasoline.

T¥::Oi::drr;¥;.I;;;£,82g::y6VI#:6O::rN?:in;g6O:LvaT:
wealth.r,  f.ir;   8®a,  moderato;  wind,   light  W.
On  bo.rd,   42;   Saved,   16.
Ves8®l:.    total   loss.

The  BREWSTER  had  anchored  f or  the  night  in  Shallow  water  60
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8tantly  burst  into  fla]nes  amidships,  and  those  who  wore  a.Ted  jumped
from  the  after  Section  into  the  water,  a8  the  vos8ol  was  anchored
facing  oa8t,  and  a  light  west  wind  kept  the  fire  off  the  8torn  for
a  while.    A  for  had  life  preservers,  but  many  did  not,  and  8,om®  were
unable  to  swim  aLway  from  the  spro.ding  film  of  blazing  gai8olino  on
the  water.    One  lifebo.t,  whose  falls  had  burned  off .  dropped  to  the
water  on  an  ®v®n  keel,  although  t2urning,   and  11  men  nrmag®d  to  olinb
into  the  metal  shell  after  `all  wcodwork  was  con8umod.    The  boat  drlftod
to  the  boa'ch  about  3  hours  later.  and  several  Iron  also  wore  pick.d  up  by
8mll  fishing  craLft  ®t  daylight.

The  tanker  Settled  to  the  t)ottom  shortly  after  being  a,bandonod,
with  her  upper works  8tll`l  visible  above  water.
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