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ExcERFT  mow  BOArmING  REpoRT  mthllcH  RAT   RE  oF  INTH3i:sT   To   COAST  GUARI]  ANI)

JUDGE  ADVOGJITE   GENERAL:

nsubject  vessel  anchored  in  the  Mersey River  at  Liverpool  on  tbe  right
hand  side  (looking  upstream)  and  on  April  3rd  at  1030  had  just  heaved  up  her
anchor  and was  tuning  to  sta.rboard  in  order  to  proceed  upstream thtih  the  flood
tied  in  the  channel  on the  left  side  of  the  river  when  she  mag  rfrmed  on  the
port  side  amidships  by  a British ranker which mas  proceeding  upstream  on the
right.,  side  of  the  river,  i.e.,  not  in the  channel.    S'ubject  vessel mas  tilted
over  sone"hat when her  superst,rm`cture  rag  hit by  the  flair  of  the  Tanker's  bow
and res  hit  hard below the waterline  by  the  Tardser's  stem.    As  a  result,  of
this  collision,  subject vessell€s  side  was  stove  in and  the  Engine  room  flooded with
6  feet  of  meter  above  t,he  engines.    The  Tarcker res  making  about  8  knots.  British
authorities  suspended  indefinitely the  license  of  t,he  Tanker' s  pilot  and  exon-
erated the  pilot,  Of  subject vessel.

Subject  vessel  spent  28  days  in dry  dock undergoing  repairs,  which,  in the
opinion  of  the  First  Cifficer,  should have  required  no more  than 10  days.    The
workmen mere  listless  and  wei-e  using  antiqua.bed  equipment."

SOURCE:   3ND  Boarding  Report,  SS  BENJAi,rHN  CONTEE   (US) ,   dated  6/17/L3.
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