CY-IOF-661
19 October, 1942,

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL CHALKER:

Sub ject: American S.S. BENJAMIN RUSH, crew trouble on ‘
voyage from 18 July, 1942 to 9 August, 1942. L

Enclosure: (A) Complaint of crew member.

p 5 Enclosure (£) state% that after the Subject vessel »
loaded at Baltimore, it proceeded to Norfolk where the crew were
denied shore leave by Navy Officers. This is said to have caused
considerable dissatisfaction among the crew. The second cook
applied to the Mgster for medical attention on leaving Norfolk, !

which was denied.
|

2e At Delaware Breskwater the second cook again requested

to be put ashore for medical attention which was denied. The follow-

ing hight in New Lork, he again requested medical attention and the

Master brought a doctor aboard about 1700. The doctor ordered the

cook ashore to the hospital. The crew were informed that they would

not be allowed shore leave and Uoast Guard personnel were put aboard '

to enforce the orders. :

3. After two nights in New York, the vessel proceeded to
Boston where the crew were again refused shore leave and Coast Guard
personnel were again placed aboard to enforce the order.

Le The complainant endeavored to go ashore but was requesteds

to return to the ship by the Coast Guard. This he refused to do and t

the Chief Mate of the vessel was asked to take the responsibility of

locking up the complainant. #s the Chief Mate refused to take the ;

responsibility, the Coast Guard Shore Patrol was celled but they

could take no action. Subsequently an arrangement was concluded be- |

tween the Coast Guard and the Police Department whereby the latter !

took the complainant to the Marine Hospital where he was refused

admission as he did not have a release from the Master of the shipe.

He was then returned to the shipe K‘
"

De The following morning the Master brought two doctors to
the ship who ordered the complainant and an oiler to the hospital.

At the hospitel, it was decided to hospitalize the oiler and the
complainant was returned to the ship with a letter to the Master stat-
ing he was £it for limited duties. As the ship was preparing to leave
the dock another seaman seeing no chance to get any medical attention,
left the ship and was said to have been classed as a deserters
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6, In response to individualé’inquiries sent to the DCGOs
concerned regarding the above incidents, the COPT at Norfolk
hes reported that while the ship was in Norfolk all members
of the crew were granted shore liberty. Nothing was known by
the COPT about the second cook applying for medical attention
and the COPT records show no request for medical aid from the
Sub ject vessel jrmediately prior to sailing.

7. With reference to the request for medical attention at
Delaware Breakwater, it does not appear the request reached the
Coast Guard there as the Commanding Urficer of the Lewes Station
has reported that no member of the crew of the Subject vessel
requested or was refused transporation by the Coast Guard there.

8, A report from the DCGO 3rd Ngyal Mistrict states that the
men posted on the Subject vessel as guards received no complaint
from the crew about not being allowed to go ashore while the vessel

was in New Lork.

9. A report from the DCGO 1st Naval Yistrict, indicates that
upon arrival of the Subject vessel at Boston, the Master went ashore
for convoy instructions after advising the Fipst Ufficer that the
crew were not to go ashore. This action was apparently taken at the

ligster's own initiative.

10, The first Ufficer advised the Ensign in charge of the Loast
Guard Shore Patrol of the Captain's orders and the Ensign informed
the spokesman for the crew that no one could pass the gate without
a pass signed by one of the ship's officers. The Executive Officer
for the Ceptain of the Port concurred with the action taken.

11, John P. Lodge, a seaman, insisted upon going ashore for
medical attention and the Shore Patrol arranged to have him taken

to the Marine Hospital by the police. Lodge was returned to the ship
by the police when hospitalization was not recommendede.

12, Albert Jd. OtNeill, an oiler, who had, refused to stand watch
because of illness was discharged by the Master upon being pronounced

fit by the doctorse

13, Levi Gagnon, seaman, deserted ship on 8 August, 1942 after being
told by the doctors that he was fit for duty. Subsequent examination
revealed the doctors were mistaken. On 9 August, 1942, Gagnon was denied

access to the ship and charges were preferred against him by the saster.
The Merchant lMarine Inspector agreed to drop the charges against Gagnon

if he would submit to an operation.
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14. The report from Boston states that it is believed the

crew's disgruntled attitude was caused by the nature of the ships
cargo, denial of shore leave enroute to Boston, and that the crew of ‘
a British ship at a nearby pier was permitted to go ashore. However, f

it does not appear from the reports
concerned that the Coast Guard had any connection with the denial of shore

leave to the crew until the ship reached Bostone.
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I snipped on tids ship at the Pratt Strest Tard
Company, Baltimoreé.

Inmediately after leaving the Pratt Street Yard, we shifted to Iocust Point to
load, Before the ship had even atn'hdtoloadcargo, they brought the Condllionor
aboard ship on July 18, 1942, and we signed on foreign articles, which had not been
done as a general rule on ships of Ameriecan flag going foreign. It has been the
prutmwsizmoncmtdse articles to the last loading point and then sigm on
foreign articles from there. They had not nentioned before we signed on foreign
articles Mmmﬂdnothdinhdmgowhmmmrimpom

“After loading 3 or 4 days in Brltinore, we prooeededdomthzsuytoxortdk
here we TLESE’ got word that we would not be allowsd to go ashores This was told us
by Havy officers. The orew reised a lot of fuss sbout this at Forfolk. '

““Se finished loading at Norfolk after laying there about three days aml started
out in eonvoy along the coast, as usual to make a foreign voyage to north and east.
on Ieaving Norfolk, at econvoy anchorage, the second cook applied to the Master for
medical attention, having an abscess on his Imee and being in very severe pain. BB
was denied modical'éttention.

Wo 15Ft there the next merning, and the following night got into Delaware break- j
water and anchored there. The second cook asked to be put. ashore at nnlm break-
waler foF medical sttention which wes also deried. e lsft Delaware breakwater the
£ollowing morning and arrived in lNew York that nighte "

The following morning the second cook asked tie Captain to put him ashore for
redical sbténtion. and the Captain brought a doctor aboard ship arownd 5 p.n. The

dootor then ordered ihe second cook ashore to ihe hospital. Ve were also told that
nwou]dmtbanlowdtogomm}b'!ork. An armed guard of the Coast Cuard

mmtmtheahiptomtuﬁoagoinguhom.




a doctor. n-ceutomdmpp-ds.tmun

tohswtho)ii,ﬁuttﬁdtofwnwkonmm. When I refused to go
mwmm,Mtwtomwmr-uwmmmiunwa
locking me vp. !utiheehio!uﬁm!d'mthbthrnpadmnw-otbymld |
mM"’MmefﬁMi A M. nmmmpmp Be would nob 1
t.htbnppaﬂuntjoflwhngnw. mmliumprmr;tmedbdnﬂn-
‘mwm'wmﬂmwofmmup,bgtoﬂmduaouwm
the Captain would take the respongibilitye. Finally ¥r. Waters of the Coast (uard
Shore Patrol agreed that the Police could take me to the Marine Hospital, and the
aomr'ssmu—mm-pammmmmomndme.mmetomhoapamnmus
a relsase from the Gaptain of the siipe e Police brought me back to the ship. -
The following morning the Captain brought two doctors to the ship to examine

all thoss who needed medieal attention, I was the first, and two obther men came up

to the hospital for further examination. A% the hospital the doctor decided the
oihrmtbhnxﬂ.w, uﬂﬁmtxmﬁtonlyfcr 1irited duties, so he gave
nammbuktothe mptdnupmmmumuon. mslattarmdonmvl

tnthecnptd.nubmtz Pelile on Saturday.
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Through the nigtakes in the payroll,
h!ouldnotgomﬁnmw to

1@ Captain, with his other troubles, blq
take vhe shlp ‘back and anchor ibe

go ashore :l.u a Mavy boat.
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j\ll of this could
and the ship misging e
Coaste A1l tiat one has to do

heve been settled Saturday g
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1g talx to the seemen from other eonveyd and you

4 s¥nfle case bub 19 d4n every day practice.
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llemorandum to Captain Derby

Subject: American SS BENJAMIN RUSH; Complaint of
Seaman attached thereto.

Inclosure: (A) Investigation predicated on Headquarters
letter to District Coast Guard Officer,
First laval District, CG-IOF-661-CONFIDENTIAL,
dated 21 August 1942.

1. The American SS BENJAMIN RUSH arrived at Fier
41 at 1404 E. W. T. Captain E. F. Colburn went ashore for
convoy instructions. Ie advised First Officer Agnew that the
crew was not to go ashore. An investigation conducted by this
office failed to accurately reveal by what authority, other than

nis own, the Captain issued this order.

2 First Officer Agnew advised Ensign Weters of the
Coast Guard Shore Patrol that Captain Colburn's orders were that
no one was to leave the ship. ZEnsign Waters, on his own initiative,
advised the spokesmen for the members of the crew who were bent
on going ashore that no one would be allowed to pass the gate
without a pass signed by one of the ship's officers. Lieutenant
sommander Stober, Executive Officer for the Captain of the Port,
Boston, was contacted by Mr. Waters and concurred with the action

taken.

5 John P. Lodge, a seaman aboard the BENJAMIN RUSH,
insisted upon going ashore for medical attention. lhe Coast Guard
shore Patrol did not resort to physical force in restraining
Lodge. Because of Lodge's attitude and First Officer Agnew's
disinterest, the Coast Guard shore Patrol arranged to have him
taken to the liarine Hospital, Brighton, Kessachusetts, by the
Police. The Police returned Lodge to the ship when hospitali-
zation was not recommended.

4, On 8 August 1942, two doctors from the Marine
Hospital, Brighton, Massachusetts, examined the entire crew.
Although several crewmen claimed to be ill, only David Wheeler
needed medical attention.

5e Albert J. O'Neill, an oiler, who had refused to
stand watch claiming that he was 111, was discharged by the
Captain when he was pronounced fit for duty by the doctors.
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g told by the doctors

be in error. On 9 August 1942, Cegnon was denied access to
the ship and charges were preferred by the Captain. Captain
F. S. Walker, Merchant Marine Inspector, agreed to drop the

charges against Gagnon if he would submit to an operation.

7. It is thought that the crew's disgruntled
attitude resolved itself around the shipts cargo, denial of
shore liberty at ports en route to Boston, and the fact that
the crew from the British LORD BYRON at Pier 44 was permitted

to go ashore.
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