- Declassified NARA Project: NW 63684

CONFIDENTIAL
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

REPORT ON U. S. MERCHANT VESSEL WAR ACTION CASUALTY

To: Commandant, U. S. Coast Guard, Washington, D. C.

Ship 3/s . BENJAMIN . SI1ITH Service QCERN FREIGHT .. .
Owner . w5 A. . Operator Sowrw Arenrie. S35 Co.. ...
Information furnished by ... /ZASTER ... i . Date .2 SEPTEMGER. 1114
—x QUESTIONS ANSWERS
1 | Year built and propulsion.__. -| Builg /99 Propulsion S TERM, ...
e Gross - 2L 7.2 Net 7.2 7J,‘
3 | Draft loaded (maximum allowed) ... FPwd - 2 7 ,7'10‘1 j Aft
4 | Draft when attacked. ... Fwd 28 2 .//‘7 ) Aft,
5 | Cargo on board (any deck)--—...__.._ Nature _--.&Edffw T Y L I S .. . IS S Tons X220
S ovage From CﬂﬁKLES_ZQ_A!;.-.iLa* .............. To _.zg_l‘éﬂﬂ.'u_l-.--_lfl_d‘:-_fﬁlz\b;ﬂﬁ [*)
7 | Were routing orders followed . ______.__. " ny .......... i A B sl
S’ny criticism of orders - 2 A e A I el O L PR NN e |
9 | Weather at time of attack ... Weather_ CLEAK _ Sea  MCDERATE.
10 | Was enemy sighted? When o __)2’3‘,} AFTER . _ATTALCA -
11 | Any friendly ships in sight NMoO.
12 | Were navigation lights on_.. -AZQIJ __________
13 | Date and time of attack . —....___.._____ Date __///9_3/ L AR S Time .____.0.&2- 2.0
14 | Position Latitude @ ¥ °_ 0.5 //t/ ..... Longitude & 250
15 | Nature of attack (Give data) i FosrFpERa oo i M R
) 16 | Number of Rits-—-o-oememomeememeeeee LN RO T TR | Ve T
17 | Location of hits (Mark diagram) A=FoRD . |~ AFT, (=118 sl /=S N e
18 | Effect of hits.—— oo SANK . SHL-. )
19‘&8 ship armed? What type.........__|-- quf. _______________________ . OGN . (Il
20 | Was armament used? State result.._.| MO - S F I S =
21 | Any explosions or fires* . ... Ship 7 R R S S ) Cargo ALC. ..
22 | Was deck ruptured.....-.——oo___| __ ANO~ oo
23 | Did ship bresk in W0, AN .
24 | Was SOSsent._..oooooooooooo. ,yif A T TRt | | SRS R e R
ZhliNBhiplaepeed. oo oens Normal _ 22 2. When attacked - Z (< . When abandoned O
26 | Time abandoned, sunk_____________________ Abandoned . 2232 (3 Parx ) Sunk __.z_u__i:;si_‘(;a;’;;’siz-:i_i--._-_é?_ }
27 | Was ship reboarded________________________ By whom ______ A0 . When. ..o SRS T
28 | Was ship broughtin _______________________ How.. ... NC .. Approximate damage STONK

b S

A
*Fill in this' diagram to show
> attack hits, fires, ete.
* [
.
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Indicate by star (*) rafts, floats, or suits used as temporary refuge in water before rescue by lifeboats.
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QUESTIONS ANSWERS
Lo e S Number carried f]’ Which used =2 oo oo
Lifeboats | Number lost ... /.. How. T2RPEDO EAFLAslioNV .. . . .
Life rafts - Number carried ... Z .. Which Ujead _;\{5%;"7?!5‘5?9—: _________________________________
T2 70 7 S R T 0 W e W . Number lost ... &3 . How .2~ ZQLFERO. . . EXpPlostoN . 1
Life floats LEYAN RN, Number-earfiedt 108 . Which-used - . - ccecneee s 0 I e T
Life foateint 2N N5k 2| Numberlost.......c~ . How. DRIETEL - BwRY. 1 1 L0
Lifesaving suite: .- oo 283 Number carried -__?_/:-:fé“w.. Number used - . el
Were boats, etc., attacked-......_._____| Attacked ... / ’7/7: OCasalties € | o e
Time in each boat, raft, ete .||~ 3 Boats-2:28YS __ = = Bl ~ _Float oo
_________ R S T ) N
Rescued by and where_..__...._..._______ By _2APE _PIRT Where Gﬂﬂﬁ( ..[}Kf_:i/
Number of gun crew carried (military).| Officers R s Enlisted men &2 &~ ________
Number ship’s crew carried--... - Diffeorts o " — Radiomen . .4 Unlicensed .sf-z__?_i_ ______________
Number passengers and others carried | Passengers ... R Others
Total on board... SRR T s S TR D N T
Number gun crew injured (military)-.| Officers - f ....... Enlisted men . O
Number ship’s crew injured..._..————_- Officers ... £l Radiomen . @ ipHeeongedc=C =L -tnussiit 2
Number passengers and others injured.| Passengers ... & MR IR Others © L
Number gun crew lost (military) ... Officers ... { = S Enlisted men . €D b
Number ship’s erew lost - Officers .. ... o Radiomen . ... 9 Unlicensed €2 ol
Number passengers and others lost. .. Passengers. o e oo N o N L Others €2 - i
Total casualties ... —o-ocoeeee Injured .- [« S A oy | Y NS T
Persons lost by (Specify)—..--—————ww-v- Drowning ______ [~ TR Hiray oanin EAL1__ Shell or torpedo @
T - e o S o e
P R TR Gun crew . d3 . Officers ... - S Radio operators ... A S
Unlicensed u7'- Pagsengers & Others__. & ______ Total “’W
PornoRs SANOA DY e Boats - V.1 Rafta. €2 . Floats . Q@ __________ Suits . .
Preservers _........__- < SR Other means _____.&2_______ Noaid @ .
Engineering watch below.. o Number on watch below ... | i Number lost below O ____
Number of look-outs | 7’ ...................................................................................................................
Any defective material ... - R, U——————— SR S
Any personnel fault. oo A/Q -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

earnestly solicited by Headquarters in or

COMMENTS, CRITICISMS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The comments, criticisms,

or recommendations of survivors with respect to safety of seamen and ships involved in war actions are
der that the fullest provision possible may be made for the safety of American ships and seamen.
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