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UNITED STAJES COASTF GUN?Q
lvfston, Texas

ADDRESS REPLY TO 1944 1IN o
CAPTAIN OF THE PORT (P) OV €I AN Bvd g |

AND REFER TO ‘

6614

2L June s 1944

To: The Commandant
Vias District Coast Guard Officer, Eighth Naval District

Subj: 0il Pollution Act of 1924, 33 USC, 431-437; violation by the
SS BERTRAM G. GOODHUE, 17 June, 1944.
Ref: (a) HQ 1tr to all DCGO's 18 August, 1943 (CG-100,18 Min.).
(b) DCGO 8ND 1ltr to COTP, Galveston, 18 September, 1943,
(6614) Enforcement of the 0il Pollution Act,
(c¢) HQ Dispatch to all DCGO's 231920 (October).

In accordance with References (a), (b) and (c) inclosure is forwarded.

Incl:
Copy of file in subject cases

Ind-1

DCGO, 8ND (ops)
6614

27 June, 1944
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To s The Commandant (QOPS)

Forwarded,

. GIDIERE
direction

S
R

|
{



Galveston, Texas
24 June, 1944

CAPTAIN OF THE PORT (1)
m ‘

pistrict Enginser, U, S. Amy
Galveston, Toxas

Sim

: Below is a report of a violation of the Oil rollution Act of 1924, 33
USC, 431«437 by the U. S, Merchant vessel 85 BERTRAM G. GOODHUE at Galveston,
Texas, pler 12, 17 June, 1944:

The Bertram G. Goodhue, a steam scrow vessel under the United States flag,
15 omed by the United States Maritime Comission and is operated by the War
Shipping Administration through the Black Dimmond Steamship Company, New York,
New York, and Lykes Brothers Steamship Company, Us S. National Bank Building,
Gelveston, Texas, who are the local agents for the vessel. The master is
David X. Shubin of 157 Fairview Avenue, Daytona Beach, Florida.

This vessel arrived in Galveston, Texas on June 15, 1944 This is the
soocond oil spill noted st sald vessel, the first one having occurred on
June 15, 1944 while at pler Noe 5 when taking on fuel oil, and was reported
in our letter of June 21, 1944.

This second spill occurred at about 3145, 17th Jume, 1944 at pler No. 12
while subject vessel was taking om cargo. According to John Slajer, second
assistent engineer, of the Bertram G, Goodhue, they were pulling oil out of
the No. 1 double bottom so that the oil could be sluiced from No. 1 deep tank
gstarboard into No. 1 doubls bottom and the oll was being pumped aft to the

Noe 3 doep tanke MNry. Slajer further states that he was in the engine room
when Mr. Grotemat, Port Engineer, called down to him to stop the pump, which
he did immediately. He also shut off all suction and discharge valves which
were then in use. When he came on deck he saw that about fifty gallons of fuel
oil had overflowed from the No. 2 tank starboard, Everything possible was done
to try to prevent the oil from going over the side of the ship, but as they had
no supplies as yot aboand the vessel, and the little saw dust that they had had
on board the ship was used when they had their first oil spill, 1ittle could be
done te prevent the leakage over the side of the vessel. MNr, He Grotemat, Port
Engineer, Galveston, Texzas, and Mr. John Slajer, second assistant engineer,
(whose address is 1528 Broadway) Galveston, Texas, then went below to check the
valves and found them still tightly closed. The joint opinion of these two
gentlemen 1s that the cause of the spill is either due to faulty valves aboard
the ship, (which is a new vessel on its first run) or that some foreign
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matter got beneath the valve seat which prevented it from shutting tightly
although it felt closed. The Coast Guardmen who were on guard duty on board
the vessel at the time of the spill as well as the two men who were called to
investigate the spill seemed to think that the overflow was closer to a hundred

than fifty gallons.

A Jjoint statement was taken from Mr. John Slajer, second assistant engineer,
and Nr. He Grotemat, Port Engineer, and individual statements were takem from the
following Coast Guard persomnel, copies of which are attached for your information:

Poter E. MCJ., Seae. 130. USCGR
Ralph H. Wolfe, Sea., 2c., USCGR
William He Greer, Cox'm., USCGR
Robert M. Kiffe, Cox'n., USCGR

Semples of the oil were mfmmnhrmrmﬂnvunl. These -

samples together with the original statements takem, will be retained in this
office for use of the United States Attormey.

Tours traly,

41y

Lieutenant, s Coast Guard Reserve
Captain of the Port, Galveston

Incls:
(1) Joint statement of Mr. John Slajer and Mr. H. Grotemat
(2) Statement of Peter E., Buckel, Sea. l¢., USCGR
) Statement of Ralph H. Wolfe, Sea. 2¢., USCGR
4) Statement of Williem H. Greer, Cox'm., USCGR
(5) Statement of Robert M. Kiffe, Cox'n., USCGR

CC: e
The Commandant, U. S. Coast Guard, Washington, D. C v(’:f?"-fl g\\
m’ m Naval Mmt, New orlm’ 1a. 7,;1,?. TO wif]

Ue S, District Attorney, Houston, Texas el
Merchent Marine Inspector in Charge, Galveston, Texas
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20 June, 1944
Galveston, Texas

My name is John Slajer, 1528 Broadway, Galveston, Texas, I am
Mmotagoau‘lmpleyedaboardthes. S. Bertram G. Goodhue
uwmmmimmmm”qlmacimtm

10 June, 194,

I was on duty aboard the above named boat omn June 17, 1944 at
about 3:30 p.m., We were pulling the oil out of the No. 1 double
bottom so that we could slnice the oil from the No. 1 deep tank
starboard inte the Ho. 1 double bottom. This oil was being pumped
aft to the Ne. 3 deep tanks. I saw that all valves not in use on
the manifold were completely closed. I was standing by in the Engine
Room when lfr, Croatemat, the port engineer, called dewn to me to stop
the pump which I did immediately. I shut off all suction and discharge
valves which were in use and then came up on deck. I saw that about
fifty gallons of oil had over flowed from the No. 2 tank starboard.
¥r. Groatemat and I then went below to check the valves which IXXNENENE
#X apparently were closed, After checking them they were still tightly
closed. The valves felt closced and about the only thing that could have
happened was that there was scmething under the valve seat which would
make it feel closed but yet it would be slightly opened, This boat has
not had any supplies placed on it as yet and we had nothing to prevent
the oil from going over the side.

/s/ JoTm Slajer, 1528 Eroadway
Galveston, Texas.

I have read the above statement of John Slajéer and it is correct.
The facts are the same as I would have given them myself,

/s/ e Grotemat, Port Imgineer
Galveston, Texas




STATEMENT OF PETER E. BUCKEL, SEAMAN FIRST CLASS, USCGR, S/ ATIONED AT THE
GALVEJTON I.IFEBOﬂ' SI‘ATION, GALVES‘ION TE.XhS REGARDING OIL SPII.L ABOARD
B A HUE AT ER 12, ]

I was on watch on the gangway of the Steamer Bertram G. Goodhue and I
noticed some oil running over the part side of this ship into ¢ he water,
In sy opinion, I believe there was approximately 100 zallons of fuel oil
that went orer the side of the ship before the flow could be stopped.

I notified R, H. Wolfe who was a roving guard aboard the above-named
vessel, md he reparted the oil spill to Pier #18, Harbor Patrol Office.
The men from Pier #18 came within a short time after Wolfe called, took
samples of the o0il and handled the matter for the Coast Guard.

e, /Wg,/ //-
"feter . Buckel, Sea. 1c., USCAR

The facts contained in the above st atement are true and correct to the

best of sy knowledze and belief,
B ; /'4
o L ‘_ : /6L M..é%&( Q_

Peter L, Buckel, Sea. 1c S USCGR

Galveston, Texas
23 June, 1944




STAIEMERT OF RALPH M, WOLFE, SEAMAN SECOND CLASS, USCGR, STATIONED AT THE
GALVESTON LIFEBOAT ST ATION, GALVESTON, TEXAS, REGARDING OIL SPILL ABOARD
% ¥ e GOUDHUE. " AT PIEE - g

ik VESSEL "BETR FOUDH U J UL d

e

I was acting as roving guard abosrd the "Betram G. Goodhue" on 17 June,
1944s Ab about 1545 Peter E. Bupkel called me and told me that oll wag!
coning dwn the deck of the above named vessel, I went to see were it
was coming from and I saw that it was coming fram the overflow valve located
on the starboard aide of #3 hatche I estimate that about 100 gsllons went
overboard before the flow was stoppede I called the Harbor Patrol Off ice
at Pler /18 and reported the spill end then resumed my post. At-tl:c ti:ﬁf

the second assistant engineer was on deck and e saw the s

mmm went below to have it checked. The oil flowed far appraxisetely
four or five minutes from the overflow valve before being completely checked,

%ﬁ@ ;d% 4*{:
He Wolfe, Sea «y USCGR

The facts contalned in the above statement are true and orrect to the

best of ay knouledge and belief.
5 o
% A zﬂ% LF
He W e, Sea. vy USCGR

Galveston, Texas
23 June, 194




STATBMERT OF WILLIAM H. GREBER, COXSWAIN, USCGR, STATIONED & THE
GALVESTON LIFEBOAT STATION, GALVESTOS s TEXAS, REGARDING OIL SPILL
ABOARD THE VESSEL "BETRAN G. COUDHUE®, AT FIER 12, AT 1545, 17

JUNE, 194

I am assistant section leader of Port Security #fh. 4t about
1600, 17 June, 1944, & call came in from R, H., Wolfe that an oil gpill
had cceurred aboard the "Betram G, Goodhue® & Pier #12, Kiffe and I
ot into a jeep and went to the seemws of the spill, 04l was still run-
ning off of the deck inte the water. ¥We #t a sample of the oil runaing
fromthe deck and also a sample of the oil out of Lhe water, e then
contacted the second assistait engineer and the master of tis vessel ami
asked them o Lell us how the all spill cccurred, Slajer said tiat e
was Lransferring oil from #1 double-bottom tank to #3 deep tank aft, and
that he had checked dll of Lhe valves md had tism closed except Lle ones
on the line that he was using, The Part Engineer, who was aboard at the
tise, said that in his opinion the spill had occurred due to rag waste or
shavings hung under the valve mmt which prevenied it from elesing tightly.
Slajer sald Lhat he had been standing by the pump in the engine room when
the spdll occurred, and Llnt shen the Port Captain called down to him that
oll was overflowing, he immediately shui down Lhe pusp, He thought that
not more than 50 gellons of fuel oil had spilled. However, juiging from
the appesrance of the deck and the surrounding water, I believe it must
have been clmer t0 100 zellons that overflowed.

The facts in the above stalement are tmue am wrreet to the
best of my knowledge and belisf,

Galveston, Texas
23 June, 1944
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STATEMENT OF ROBERT N, KIFFE, COXSWAIN, USCGR, STATIONED AT THE GALVESTON
LIFEBOAT STATION, GALVESTON, TEXAS, RRGARDING OIL SPILL ABOARD THE VESSEL
\J B sl AT FIEE g AL 104 [N 9l L

I am section leader of Port Security Section #4. I was on watch at

Pier #18 on 17 June, 1944, when I received a call from R, H. Wolfe regarding
an oil spill & Pier #12. The Assistent Section Leader, W. H, Greer and I
ot into a jeep and went to the scene of the spill, Upon arriving at the
ship it could be seen that oil was still running of f of the deck over the
fu‘t side into the water, aproximately amidships: 4 sample of the oil

a heavy black fusl oll) was imediately taken as it spllled from the deck
over the dde of the ship, We then boarded the ship and ascertained that
the oil had spilled from an overflow valve on the starboard side near the
#3 hatch. The 0il had run f{rom the starboard gide across the deck to the
port side where it had run off into the water. We them contacted the master
of the ship, whoge name is D. X. Shubin, and we told him that we would need
a statement both from him end from the second assistant engineer who was on
wateh, We ook s sample out of the water and then went into the cabin of
the mster of the ship, The following statemsnt was obtained in cowersation
with the Second Assistant Epgineer John Slajer and the Master of the vessel,
De X Shubin: :

At the time of the spill, oil was being transferred from the

#1 double-bottom tanks to the #3 deeps aft. Second Assistant
Engineer John Slajer was on watch md in diarge of the trans~
ferring of the oil. Before any oil was transferred, Slajer
closed the valves on all menifolds, as e had been ordered. He
then opened #1 double bottom maction valve and #3 deep~filling
valves. The pump was started after elosing all valves except the
ones belng used. Slajer was standing by the pump at the time of
the spill, The Port Engineer for Lykes Brothers, who was aboard
st the time of the spill, called to Slajer to cut the pump when
the spill occurred. Before the pump was cub off there was sbout
fifty zellons of oil which had escaped into tle water. In the
opinion of the Port Engineer end the engineers aboard the ship,
the cause of the spill wes due to faulty valves aboard the ship,
This was the second spill the siip had experienced since arriving
in port. The merchant vessel "Betram G. Goodhue" operates under
the War Shipping Aduinistration and its agents are the Lykes
Brothe rs. :

: In my estimetion, judging from the looks af the deck and the waler,
the amount of oil spilled exceeded fif ty gellons and was closer to one
hundred gallons.

We then left the ship with the twe samples and a report of the oil
splll was then officially made to te Captain of the Port.

The above statement is tme and orrect. '

Galveston, Texas
23 June, 1944




