
6  April,   19/+2

41.       RE.S.

U.S.   Tanker:  built,,1920;   6,837  gross  t,ons;   load,  fuel  oil.
Departed  Corpu`s  Christ,i,   Te.xas,   29  I,:arch,19/+2,   for  New   York.
Torpedoed  6  April,   0200  F..,I:   30  mi.lc)s  east  of  Carte  Lookout,.'i/I,'eat,her,   clea.r,  .moon  almost  full:   sea,   chorr`y;   wi.nd,   lit?ht.

On  board,   33:   saved,   3?..
Vesse].:     made  r>ort  under  oim  r`ower.

Zigzag,Sing  on  a  nort,heasterly  course,  the  BID'.'`ELL  received  an
enerr,y  torpedo,  which  hit  t,h.e  port  side  bet,ween  the  engine  room  and  the
bridge.    A  fine  spray  of  oil  was  ignited  and  burned  intensely  for  a  f ew
secorids,   then  went  out.     The  Second  Mat,e,   on  watch  on  the  bridge,  was
showered  with  burning  oil,   jumped  overboard  and  was  lost.     A  broken  st,Cam
line  barred  effective  co,"unication  between  bridge  arid  the  26  men  aft,
and  t,r`.e  I.i{aster  and  deck  Officers,   seeirig  t,he  men  aft  lowering  #3  boat,,
hast,ily  lowered  #1  and  lef+.  t,he  ship.     The  engines,  however,  were  still
funct,ioning,  and  t.he  Chief  Engineer  diiected  t,he  cormecting  of  t,he  e]ne .,.-
gency  steering  gear.,  and  ordered  t,he  men  to  st,ay  by  the  vessel.

About,  0300,  t`.ro  destrc>yers  apr)earerl  and  offered  assistance,   but
nor`.e  `'`a.s  required.     The  Capt,ainls  boat  later  returned  to  the  ship,  which
proceeded  to  Hanpt,on  Rc>ads  and  discharged  her  cargo  before  going  into
drydock  for  repairs.

The  lJaster  vJas  aft,erv.Iards  t,ried  on  a  charge  of  neglect,  of  duty,
but,  the  boar'd  found  him  guilty  only  of  an  error  in  judgment  and  recommended
that,  t,he  case  be .closed  without,  furt-her  action.

V,'illiaLm  Dalton,  the  Chief  Engir.eer,  T.tas  a"arded  the  Merchant
}\,[arine  Distinguished  Ser'vice  Medal  for  his  action  in  bringing  the  fire
under  cont,rol  and  t,hereby  making  it  possible  to  bring  the  ship  safely
to  port.
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