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ADMINISTRATOR

November 13, 1944

Rear Admirael L. T. Chalker
United States Coast Guard
Washington 25, D. C.

My dear Admiral Chalker:

This refers to your letter of October 24th, File CG-6614-80,
enclosing Captain of the Port, Gelveston letter of September 6, 1944
to District Engineer, U. S. Army, Galveston.

Both of these reports of violation of the 0il Pollution Act
are by the same ship, namely, Motorship "BIDWELL" and so we referred
the matter to the Sun 0il Company, Agents for the W.S.A. They reply
as follows:

e have been notified by our Operating Department that
when the leaky rivets made their appearance the Captain
immediately arranged to have crew do necessary caulking
and a representative of the Operating Department was sent
to Baltimore on the vessel's arrival there to gas-free
tanks and check for leaky rivets.

We believe that the necessary attention has been given to
remedy any further leaking, hurricane weather being the
attributable cause of the vessel leaking."

Tt is our hopne that this reply will be satisfactory under the
circumstances.,

Sincerely yours,
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2 October, 1944

Vice Admiral Bmory S. Land
Administrator, War Shippiwg /dninistration
Washington, D, C.

Sire

There are inclosed herewith copies of reports of two violations of the
0il Pollution Act by the 55 BIDWELL occurring within the past two moaths
at Texas City, Texas., It is understood that this vessel 1s chartered by

the War Shipping Administration.

Both reported vieolations occurred in the same manner, namely, through

the leakage of oil through the hull of the vessel. Leakage at a sub-

stantial rate was involved in both cases. Until steps are taken to

remedy the defects in this vessel, it appears that similar violations of ¥
the 04l Pollution Act will occur every time the vessel comes teo port.

Since the cumulative effect of such oil pollution is a serious menace to
port security, it is hoped that every effort will be made to effectuate
the necessary repairs to this vessel as soon as possible.

Very truly yours,

L. T. CHALKER
Rear Admiral, U.5.C.G.
Assistant Commandam t
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To: The Commandant (OFS) PoRUHUN ‘ i} Vicin

Subjs 0il Pollution Act of 1924, 33 USC, 431-437; violation by
S. S. BIDWELL, 4 October, 194k

Forwarded. It should be observed that this is the second violation of
the 0il Pollution Act by this vessel within the course of the past two
months., Both violations occurred in the same manner, namely through the
leakage of oil through the hull. The vessel is chartered by the war
Shipping Administration. The War Shipping Administration apparently has
taken no steps to correct this situation and unless action is taken to
remedy this defect similar violations will occur every time the vessel
comes into port,
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Galveston, Texas
CAPTAIN OF THE PORT (1) 11 October, 1544

Flle: CO-6614

District Engineer, U.S. Army
Galveston, Texas

Sir:

Hore is a veport of vieolation of the 0il Pellution Ast of 1924, usc,
§31-437 by the 5.5, BIDWELL at Pler B, Toxes City, Texas, on 4 Octoder,
1944, This is the second violation of the 0il Poliution ASS by this

umwwmmumwmammsmmm.

in this case are as follows ,
The 8.3, BIDWELL is owned the Sun Oil Company, 1608 Walmut Street,
Philadelphia, Permsylvenia and is chartered to the War Shipping Adminis-
tration, At 9145 a.n., on the date mentioned above, Coast Guardsman
Walter J. Clade discovered that oil was leaking from two places below the
waterline near midship on the starboard side of said vessel, 01l bub-
bled to the surface of the water at the rate of about twenty (20) gal-
lons per hour. This condition existed until the carge of #8 main star-
board tank had been pumped out and finished at 6:00 p.m., on the above
date. Mr. Alton We Pritchard, 5139 Pulaski Avenus, Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, Chief late of the vessel, was in of operations. This
case was reported to the Officer-in-Charge, ine Inspection, U.S. Coast
Guard, for his information and astion.

Statemonts wore taken from Coast Guardsmen Walter J. Clade, Charles dJ.

Geiger, Charles H. Turner and Elton W. Pritchard, Chief uate of the ves-

sel, 50,1.- are attached for your information, together with the report

of the investigator, Comst Cuardsmen Charles H. Turner. Samples of eil

were taken from the water along the starboard side of the vessel end from

# 8 main starboard tank, by Coast Guardsman Walter J. Clade. These sam-

ples together with the originals of statements taken will be retained by '
this office for use by the U.S5. Attorney.

By direction of the Captain of the Port, Galv n, Toxas.
{ .»' N . /"

P, B SHMMER
~Lieutenant, USCGR

0Cs \he Commandent, U.S. Coast Guard, Washington, D.C.
bCGO, Eighth Naval District, New Orleans, la.
Us8s District Attorney, Houston, Toxas
OinC, Marine Inspection, Mvn‘o

n, Toexas




STATIMENT ON
S
mh{’mow. 1608 ¥Walnut 5%.,
Under Yar Shipping dministration
4 Ootober, 1944
I, ¥alter J, Clade, Uox., U.5,%,C.R, on Port Security wateh on
Texas City Yaterfront was on dutynat 0930, 4 Ogtober, 1944 when I
noticed an oil lesk adjecent the No, 8 Main starboard tank of the MV
BIDWELL, I famediately motified Charles H, Turnew, Sp. lo, V,5,0.G,R,
who was in charge of Fors -Security watohes this date, He arrived at the
scene at 0950 and oxflered a sample of the oil taken frém the water along-
gide the tanker and a sample Saken from the No. 8 Starboard bank,
I tock a saple of the ofl Tfrem the water at 1015 near the No, 8 Nain
starboard tenk and a sample of ofl from the No. 8 Main starboard tenk,
Charles J, Osiger, B, 2¢, U,5,0,0.R, witnessed the Saking of the samples.
The samples were signod,sesled, witnessed and taken to the Fog Station
at Galveston, Texus,
A \ :
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Toxas City, Texas
4 October, 1944

STATEMENT ON

041 Pellution viclation by

KV BIDVWELL, Us 8o Tanker

Owned by Sun 0il Cempany, 1608 Walnut 8t.,
Philadelphia, FPenn.

Under Var Shipping Administration

I Charles J. Gelger B, B¢, V.8.0.0.Re stationed at Texas City,
um-wumcutmuww. I bourded the
M.V, Bidwell about 0940 for inspection. I noticed oil on surface of
water betwesn above yessel and dock, vessel being dosked ou "I" head
of pler "B" starbeard side along the dock. VUpon futher investipgation
I found a steady stveam of bubbles of oil eaming %o purface of water
alongside of vessel on starboard side ghout 25 £, aft of mid-ship.
There was about 15 to 20 gals. of oil coming to surface in this strewm
of oil bubbles per hour. I contacted Chief mate Alton W, Pritchaxd,
home address 5132 Pulaski Ave., Cemmantown, Phil. Pa, ticket # 74700,
and asked him to txy and pump off the tank that the leek was ceming
fron as soon as possible within safty te véscel which he said he would

the leek graduslly becsme less in volume till above lesak
stopped about 1800. There was about two hundred gals. of this oil
on surfage of water under docks and around vesgel from this leak.

Walter J. Clads Oox, Ue5.0,C.R. of Port Security wateh, Texas
City waterfrent teok a sample from water at place where stremm of bubbles
eame S0 surface and one from §# 8 Samk on starboerd side frem which leak
wae coming from in my Presence, unpmnomhdndddtnulto
fog station, Calveston, Texus by Walter 7, Cladle, Cox, U.5.8,G.R, and

nysell
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Texas City, Texas
" ASS'T CAPTAIN OF THE POR?
/ 6614

4 October, 1944

To: Captain of the Port, Galveston, Texas
Subj: 011 Pellution Vielation by MV BIDWELL; report en

1. I,Charles H, Turner, Sp. le., U, 5, C, G, R,, Toxas City, Texas
was called to Pler B, Texas Uity harber by Charles 7. Geiger, BM, 2¢,
U. 8¢ G, G, R, to investigate and0il leak on the tenker MV BIDNELL at
0945, & October, 1944,

2. Upon arrival at the scens I found that the ship was leaking in

amidship. The
of oil bubbles ceming %o
surface at about (20) twenty gallens per hour, As the cargo was pumped out

the leaks dininished and by 1800 had ceased entirely

I contacted the Chief-mate, Alton W, Pritchamrd, License #74700, to
I showed the leaks, and asked him if he ecould stop them, He said that
could not be stopped until the tank was pumped out.

4. When I asked My, Pritchard what could have caused the leaks, and
where they come from he stated that the stream of bubbles looked like they
were coming from the Neo. 8 main starboard tank, and that he did not know
the cause other than weather conditions, as when the vessel was loaded in
Corpus Christi, Texas, thers was no sign of any leaks. I told the mate to
notify his Captain and agent of the leaks.

Be The MV BIDWELL is owned by the Sun 01l Company, 1608 Walnut Street,
Philadelphia, Pemna,, and is under the War Shipping sdministration.
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6. Samples of the oil was taken from the water adjacent the #8 Main
Starboard tank at 1015, 4 O.'M' 1944 b’ Clade, Walter 30) o.xo' U.5,0.G.R,
A ssmple was alse taken frem the #8 Main Starboard tank by Clade, Walter J.,
Coxey Ue8.,0,G,R, at 1050 same date. Taking of the samples were witnessed by
Geiger, Charles J., BM, 2¢, U,8,0,G,R, and were sealed, signed and delivered
to the Fog Station at Galveston, Texas this date.

"_‘{1'\ E V. 4 m*\v"s"
Charles H, ﬁu-ur. 8p. 1o :
U, 8, Cgast Cuard

Ind-1
ACOTP, Texas,City, Texas
5 Ootober, 1944

Pamamed . WILLIAM LAZAUSKAS, O, Sp.
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011 Pollution Violation by

/v BV m. 0. 8, m "
Owned by fum 01l Company, 1608 Walnut S84y

Philsdelphia, Fenna,

Under VWar Shipping Administration

gorX
4 October, 1944

To: Captein of the Port, Galveston, Texas
‘Trem: COTP - Texas Oity, Texas
Subject: 041 Lesk on the M. V, Bidwell, Tunker

The location of this leak is starboard side mumber eight main
tank, below the water linme, Atiihe %ime of loading, mo leaks in this
A avea were visible or reported by the Coast Cuard suthorities in Corpus
Christi, Texes, The ship was loaded 2 Oot., 1944,

The prosent leaking i» apparantly caused by weather damage or for
some reason unkuown.

The caxgo ie Canada dlend orude, and the gravity is 43.4 ~
about 80,000 barrels.

Signed

Alton ¥, Pritchard

5132 Pulaski Avenue
Germantown - Phila., Pa.
Chief late, MV Bidwell
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Galveston, Teras
CAFTAIN OF THE PGRT (1) September 6, 1944
661,
Distriet Engineer, U. 5. Army
Galveston, Texas
8irs

Here is a report of the vieclation of the Ol Pollution Act of 1924, 33 USC,
43=437 by the 58 BIDNELL, at Pan American Dock No, 2

Texas City, Texas, on September 2, 1944, The facts in the case are
followss

The 85 BIDWELL is owned by the Sun 0il Company, 1608 Walnut Street,
Failadelyhia, Pennsylvania, and is chartered to the VWar Shipping
istration, Xt;hut&mm.o'do&nmmmm.nm
diseovered that erude oll was leaking from this vessel at six places on
her starboard side, all below her water iine, at an estimated rate of about
ten gallons per hour, jir. Alton W, Pritchard, 5139 Pulaski Avemue,
Fhiladelphia, Pennsylvania, License No, 74700, the Chief iate, states that
the 55 Bidwell is approximately twenty-four years old and that the leaks
above mentioned had not previcusly been noticed, MNr, Pritchard also
stated that this vessel was in dry dock about two months age and has not
since been in any collision which might cause leaks, This case was
reported to the Offiecer in Charge, Marine Inspection, U, S, Const Guard,
for his informstion and action,

Statement was taken from Cosstguardsman Walter J, Clade, Coxswain, copy of
which 1s attached for your information, Also, attached is copy of letter
addressed to this office by Coastguardaman Eldon C, Furvis. Samples of
oil were, taken from the water along the starbomrd side and from the Ne, 6
tank starboard side of the 58 Bidwell by Walter J. Clade, These samples,
together with original of the statement taken, will be retained in this
office for use by the U, 8, Attorney,

By direction of the Captain of the Fort, Galveston, Texas,

b 4 Sy,
/
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Inel
1, Copy'of statement of Walter J. Clade
2, Copy of letter to this of"ice by Furvis

CCs The COWM' Ue S, Coast Guard, Yashington, D, C,
DCGO, Eighth Naval District, New Orleans, La.
U. 3. District Attorney, Houston, Texas
Officer in Charge, larine Inspection, Galveston, Texas




e

Texas 7ity; Tomas

ASB'Y, 0079

6814

2 September, 1944,

Bos Captain of the Fort, Galvestom, Texas,

Vias Asa't, O0UP, Temss Olty, Temas.

Subgs ::z“. Pollutten Vislatien by 5/8 SIDWILL, Tanker, & Septesber,

le 1 wap notified at OV35 this date by Salter 4. Clade, Uox.,
U205{R), Whe seetion loaflay on Port Tecurity whe wis on duty, that the
/5 BID¥ELL, doeked ot ‘s aericsn dock Jf was leaking eruds eil.

2. 1 aypived a§ the seens at 0600, Oxule oil was leaking in
six plsoes on the staxbosrd eide. /L1 these leaks wore below She water

line,

De IW&M'&'.#‘:&M.“M&”.FW
delphifs, Pa,, Lieenss Fo, 74700, Chiof llate ox the 5/5 DIDVELL aad he
stated he 44d4n't kuow the vessel had any loaks, ¥ri stated the
vessel 47 twentyefour (24) yours old «nd they have besn hauling heawy
oll and these leaks didn't show then, Fritshard stated slse that this
vessel wes in dry dock two months oge and has nol been in say selllssion
sined then to gause Shews loaks,

4o i would estimate 3hat these leaks combined would smount te
gen (10) gnlloms per howr,

Be This vessel 18 cwned Y Sun 041 Compsny, 1608 Yalbut ‘treet,
Prdladelphis, ‘a., and ie ohartered to the ¥ar “hipping Mministration,
8 Suples of oil were Saken by Laltew 7. Ulude, Gox., frem the

water aleng the sSarboawl sido an? fyom $he 78 tank starboamd side of
She O/ BIDWLL, inese semples were eigned and sealed mnd delivewed Ly
Walser 7, disde, Sox.; %o the Lognl Dm”g Ogast Dungd Sm, Gulvorton,

BUGH G, mw' :DQ 1%
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Ing=1.
Asg'S, OTP, Texss Gity, Texas,
£ Jeptenber, FRe T

) sopenyded aopyoTede
WELLIAM LAZAUSEAS, O, Bp,

a0t
Buyear of H¥avine Inspestion, Uslveston, Texes
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My s i3 2lter J, Olade, Tox.; Port Soourity sestien
leader in the U, 5, Opast Guard stationed in Texas Uity, Texas,
hils on duty this morning as 1 was neking ny sound along the walor-
fromt, the 5/5 Biéwell oame into Texas Uity Harbor and %ied wp at the
Pan ‘moriesn doek /8. I went to Pan JAmcriean dogk #2 to chagk She
subject ahdp. Yhen I arpived st the doak 1 notieced oil bBubbles 2long
gide the subjest ship., % want aboard the ship and gounted six oil
leaks goming from the starbosurd side, The C11 Jeaks were from auide
ship and baak tomard the stomm, Thore ave two bad leaks and four
small leaks,

i then salled Eldon ¢, Purvis; Sp, 10, and preported this %o
hin of O755, Ho arrived at the seene at 0800 and made an investigation
of the leaks, I totk a sample of oll from the waler along the stape
board side of the 5/0 bBidwell and from the /6 starboard tank of subject

ship, Approximately Sen (10) gallons of eil per hour was leaking Late

the wators of Toxas City harbor,

/8/ VANSRR J. GLADE} GuX.




