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WAR  SHIPPING  ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON

I,~,~prrdprrdprrtype~

November  13,   1944

Rear  Admiral  L.  T.   Chalker
United  States  Coast  Guard
V`.;ashington  25,   D.   C.

My  dear  Admiral  Chalker:

This  refers  to  your  letter  of  October  24th,  File  CG-6614-80,
enclosing  Capt,aim  of  the  Port,  Galvest,on  letter  of  September  6,  1944
to  Dist,rict  Engineer,  U.  .S.  Army,  Galveston.

Both  of  these  reports  of  violation  of  the  Oil  Pollution  Act
are  by  the  same  ship,   nanely,  Motorship  'tBIDWELL"  and  so  we  referred
the  mat,ter  to  t,he  Sun  Oil  Company,   Agents  for  the  Yi-.S.A.     They  reply
as  follows:

"We  have  been not,ified  bcv  our  Operating  Departtnent,  that,
when  t,he  leaky.  rivet,s  made  their  appear.ance  the  Capts,in
immediately  arranged  to  have  cr'ew  do  necessary  ca.ulking
and.  a  representat,ive  of  the  Ooerating  Department  was  sent
to  Baltimore  on  t,he  vessells  arrival  there  to  gas-free
tanks  a.nd.  check  for  lealry  rivets.

We  believe  that,  the  necessary attention has  been  given t,a
renedy a,ny further  lealdng,  hurricane  weather  being  the
attri.butable  cause  of  t,he  vessel  leaking.'l

It  is  our hope  that  this  reply will  be  satisfactory unciLer  the
Oil.cumstances.

sincel.ely yours , ,H
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Subj:       Oil  }'ollution  .I'ict,  o£.1924,   33  LJst;,  431-437;  violation  by
S.    5.    +`IDtT']ELL,    £r+   Octiober,    19/i,4

F'Lorwarded.     It,  should  be  observed  that  this  is  t,he  second  violation  of
the  C`il  +-.ollut,ion  Act  by  this  vessel  within  t,he  course  of  the  past,  two
months.     :_`otri  violations  occurred  in  the  same  manner,  namely  through  the
leakage  of  oil  through  the  hull.     'lhe  vessel  is  chart,ered  by  t,he  .jar
5riipping  Administration.     The  .`j'i'ar  Shipping  tldministration  a.pparently  has
t,aken  no  steps  to  correct  this  sit,uation  and  unless  a.ction  is  t,aken  t,o
remedy  t,his  defect  similar  violat,ions  will  occur  every  time  the  vessel
comes  into  port,.
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