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TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT: - .

» Comes now Brian 8, Odem, United States Attorney in and
for the Southern Distriet of Texss, prosecuting for and on behalf
of the United States of America in a suit for penalty under the
navigation laws of the United States, and files this libel in
ren against the steamship BIDWELL, owned by the Sun 0il Company,
and alleges: ;
1.

That 1ibellant is a corporation soverelign and body politie;
that the steamship BIDWELL, owned by Sun 01l Company, 18 2
vesgel which at the time and place hereinafter set forth carried
oil thereon 1n excess of that necessary for its lubricating re-
L' quirements and such as may be r-quirod undor the laws of the
;#*:,"!Iltdi ‘States and the rules and rpgulationl presoribed thereunder;
and that saild vessel is now, or during the currency of process

herein will be, in the Zouthern District of Texas, and within

‘fiio Jurisdiction of this Honorable Court,
2,

| That on or about the 2nd day of dZeptember, A. D, 1944, in
e Gounty, State of Texas, and within the juriediction of
. e Gourt, sald atcaaau;p BIDWELL was tied up at Pan Ameriocan

E BTN FeS




‘ O" e

Dock No. 2, at Texas City, Gelveston County, Texas; and that :
while so tied up at the aforesaid dock, or in the vieinity thereof,
the steamship BIDWELL aig unlawfully discharge into and upon

the navigable waters of Galveston Bay a quantity of oil, commonly
termed petroleum the exact kind and character of whioh being
unknown to libellant, but peculiarly within the knowledge of
? the pornon'in commandor in charge of gaid vessel; and the person
1nloomuand or in charge of said vessel 4id unlawfully suffer

and permit the discharge by sald steamship BIDWELL of a quantity
of 01l commonly termed petroleum, the exaet kind and character of
which being unknown to libellant, but peculiarly within the
knowledge of the person in command of said vessel, lnto.aad upon
the sald waters of Galveston Bay, coastal nmavigable waters of

the United States as aforesaid, while tied up to or-in the vieinity
of the above-described dock; ocontrary to the form of the statute

in such case made and provided.
3.

That on or about the Uth day of ootdbor. A. D, 19&# in
Galveston county. State of Texas, and within the jurisdiotion of
this Court, said steamship BIDWELL was tied up at Pier "B" at
Texas Oity, in Galveston County, Texas; that while so tied wp
at the aforesaid Pler "B", or in its vicinity, the said steamship
BIDWELL did unlawfully discharge into and upon the nnrl‘nhlq
waters of Galveston Bay a qﬁnntity of oil, commonly termed

petroleun, the exaet kind and character of which being unkmown %o
1i%ellant, Bat peculisrly withis the Imowledge of the pereca ia
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comnand or in charge of sald vessel; and the person in comsand or
in charge of sald vessel did unlawfully suffer and permit the dis-

sharge by sald steamship BIDWELL of a quantity of oil commonly
termed petroleum, the exact kind and character of which being un-
known to libellant, but peculiarly within the knowledge of the
person in command of said veesel, into a2nd upon the sald waters
of Galveston Bay, coastal navigable waters of the United States

-2



A8 aforesaid, while tied up %o or in the vieinity of the above-
desoribed pler; contrary to the form of the statuts in sueh oase

made and provided, ’
N,

Tbﬁt at the times sald steamship BIDWELL diseharped, and the
person in oommand or in charge of sald vessel porlitiod and sufe
fered it to disoharge, said oil into and upon the navigabld :
waters of Galveston Bay, the sald steamship BIDWELL was not in-
volved in any emergency imperiling life or property, and wae not
in danger of unavoidable accident, collxlioﬁ or stranding; and ’
that neither said vessel, nor the person in oomnand thereof, had
any permit by the Seeretary of War to discharpge said o1l uoon
the waters of sald Oalveston Bay,

5e

That by so unlawfully discharging said oil into and upon
the navigable waters of Galveaton Bay, in OGalveston County, Texas,
and so unlawfully suffering and nermitting eald oll to be dise
oharged upon sald waters, the steamship BIDWELL, owned by Sun
011 Cempany, became, and is now liable and indebted to tne lidellant
in the sum of Twenty-rive Hundred Dellars (%2500,00) for and as
A penalty for eaoh of the above-desoribed violations, and that
the said venalties in the total sum of Five Thousand Dollars
(45,000,00) constitute a lien on said veseel in favor of libellant.

v

6.

That said penAlties have not been paid to libellent, and

are now due and owing,

Wherefore, libellant prays that thie Honorable Court issue
- Process of attachment, monition and warrant of ceizure in due

form of law, according to the course of thie Honorsble Court in
. e8uses of admirelty and maritime jJurisdiction, sgeinet the
- steamphip BIDWFLL, owned by the Sun 011 Company, ite furniture,
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tackle and apperel, and that upon hearing, sald steamship BIDWELL
be adjudged to be liable and indebted to libellant for the
penalties herein sued for, and that said penalties be adjudged

to be a lien on 8214 vessel in favor of libellant, and that said
vessel be deoreed to be sold to vatisfy the Judgment of this
C;;rt. and for such other and further relief as the Court deems .

Just,

BRIAN 8, ODEM,
United States Attorney,

By
30 “c ﬁitﬁ :
Assiestant Ynited Staiil Attorney -

STATE OF TEXAS,
COUNTY OF HARRIS,

Before me, the undersimmed authority, on thls day nersonally
appeared J, ¥, 2mith, who, after being duly sworn, aepOlos and
gaye: That he 1is Assistant United States Attorney f“f the
Southern Distriet of Texas, and ane of the proctore for libellant;
that he has read the foregoing libel, and that the facts alleged
therein are true to the best of his knowledge, information and
belief, and that tﬁe source of hig information and grounds for
his belief are the statements of witnesses reduced to writing
and now in his possesion; and that the reason why this verifica-
tion 1s made by deponent and not by libellant 1s that 1ibellant

is a sovereign power and body politie.

Asslstant United States Attorney.

gubsoribed and sworn to before me this day of
November, A. D, 1944,
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