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AMEF3ICAN  CONSULATE

Helbourn8,  Au8tralla,   October  23,   1943.
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EHEHEuHREE
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THE   HONOF2ABLE:

THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE,

WAs I.'l I N GTC) N .

United  Stat®8
918tant  Englne®r

S!R:

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Stephen  H.   BARER,
2na  Aa819tant  Engineer  of  the   8.a.   BInY  SUIVRAY  was  dla-
Charged  fron  the  v®g8®l  at  Hobart,  ga8mnla  on Angu8t  31,
1943,  upon  ln8truotions  of  the  tJnlted  States  naval
Llalson  Offloer  at  Hobart.       Ill.  in-k6r  mag  then  gene  to
Melbourne  witb  ln8tmotlons  to  report  at  this  Consulate   '
for  further  oraorg.       Th.  ENaval  I,ial8on  Officer  aavlsea
that  Mr.  Baker  vras  to  return  to  the  tJnltea  States  by  the
first  available  transportation  ln  the  custody  of  the
Armed  Guard  cormndor  for  delivery  tct  the  United  StatoB
Ooa8t  Guard  Authoriti®B.       While  awaiting  sailing,  Mr.
Eraker  was  pemitt6d  his  11t]erty  and  vras  mintained  in  a
Melbourne  boarding  house  at  the  expense  of  the  vessel.

There  being  a  lack`of  vessels  departing  directly
for  the  United  States,  Mr.   Baker  remained  in  Melbourne
until  a  few days  ago  when  he   joined  a .returning  Navy-port.

me  factg  of  the  oaB®  are:•/
Opon  tbe  arrival  of  the  BIILY  StrmAY  at  Hobart  ofl

Aug'ngt  31,   19+3,   the  EL8ter  and  tie  enief  lnglneer  re-
questea  the  untoa  States  Haval  ljialgon  Officer  to  ronoT.

*ng##.h83k3:o€::Fi':gab::§iE``Et:e::gsfa3nu:::e:3:a:%eca£:°innginge
to  tke  enief  Engineer.       The  Naval  I.iaison  Officer  re-
quesSed  the  Port  Repregentatlv®  of  the  Unltea  8tat68  War
Shipping  AdmlulBtr8tion  to  inquire  into  the  mtt©r  and,
if  po881ble,   to  reaob  an  anloable  settlement.

me  oas®  1s  reported  to  have  been  thoroughly  lnvestl-
gated  by  the  WSA  representative  and  that  his  decision  con-
ourred  with  the  Hast®rt8  opinion  that  Mr.   Baker  should  bo      .`t.
removed.       The  Naval  I,1alson  offloer  then  prooe6dod  to        rty`¥:p€+
®x6rtise  the  8uthorit±.  conferred  ln  the  Seor®tary  of  tb®
Na+y9s  Confidential  Serial  054613(Sc)  A17-3  of  July  20,
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1943  by  taking  te8tlrony  of  those  conoemed  and  deoldlng
whether  the  engineer  should  be  removed.     the  Naval  Li®18on
Offioer's  ultimate  deoi®ion  to  renov®  ur.   Baker  was  nbe-'
oauB®  the  Continued  operation  of  the  ship  with  both  (enlof
Engineer  and  2nd  A8slatant  Englneer}   on  board  m8,  quog-
tlonabl®"  and  b®oauBe  the  aotlon  m9  '"rarmnted  on  the
baB18  that  hL8   (Baker'8)   oontlnuanoe  on  bcNLrd  tended  to
lmp®do  the  proBeoutlon  of  the  Wartl.

Whoa ltr.   Baker  arrlvod  at  the  Consulate  be  was  a8k®d
whether  he  wlshod  to  mke  a  8tat®m®nt  or  whether  ho  de-

led  that  he  in
fled  with  tb®  tr®atm®nt  given  nim  by  the
laveBtlgated  the  Case  ln  Hobart  and  that

91r®d  any  adT±o®.        He   r®pl quite  'satl@-
fiolal®  who

e  wae`glv®n  ample
opportuElty  to  state  his  case.         He  added  that  while  h®
r®gretted  that  the  trouble  had  occurl.ed  ho  believed  tnat
it  vas  lnevltable  that  dlsagreement8  would  arise  with an
ex®outive  Uno  apparently  di.a  not  have  confidono®  ia  him
as  an  eflglneer.

A  copy  of  each  of  the  doounents  relating  to  the  in-
quiry  i8  &ttaoh®d  hereto.       may  oon8ist  of  -

a)  A  letter  from  the  U.S.  Haval  Lial8on  Offlo®r
b)  A  d®tall®d  summary  report  from  U.S.   naval

Lial8on  Offlo®r

: )  #:::rep::t::e::ou°:e3r±n°ipal whtneBB®8
e)   `eertified  copy  of  ®xtraot  from  offiolal  log.

Regpeotfully  your® ,

•   ,-:`      i.,   ;r.   `,i-.,  `;    -`\.

a.   J.   Spik®r
American  €on8ul  Oenoml

fu86ri.,}xp

Enol oeure a :

ho  l18t.a  above. \`':I

Orlglnal  to  D®partqL®nt.
Copy  to  Consulate  General.   Sydney.



RE  NO.  i  to  d©8patQh  dated  October  23,   1943  from  tie  Jmerican
Consulate  at  RA61bourne.  Augtralla,   entitled  "DISCHmGE
Arm  .RmuEN  TO  THE  trmlfED  s"TEs  or  STEPREN  H.   BjiHRE,
sEcOHn  AsslspANT  ENGIREER  OF  TEE  a.s.   .Bnl,I  sueA¥f -.

CORE»IDjENTEL

Office  of  U.So  naval  Liaison  Officer
Hobart ,  Tasnmia

September  1,   1943

For:        !£: k:£i¥::a±o:±hL:°£e££:#::;  Australia.
Subject:    `R®turfl  to  tbe  United  States  of  RT.   S.H.   Baker,

Second  AssistaLnt  Engineer  of  the  soso   BILLT
SUINDAY .

ENCLOsunE:   (A}     Detailed  Sumary  R®port®
(a)    Sworn  Statements  of  princlp&l  witnesses.
(C)     Statenent  of  accused.
(D)    Certified  Copy  of  ercract  from  offiolal

log.

1®       The  8ubj®ot  named  man  i8  ordered  to  report  to
you  for  returB to  the  United  Statg8  via  first  available
transportation  in  Custody  of  Amed  Guard  Conmnder  for
delivery  to  Coast  Guard  Authoritles®

2o  `    The  Armed  Guard  Commander   should  be  furnished
a  ooxplet®  copy  of  aLll  enclosures  for  delivery  to  Coast
Guard  Authorl.tieso

H®    COELENS
Capt`aia,   UoS.N.,   Rot.,
Senior  officer  Present.

This  action  lras  talcea  ln  oomplianoe  with  See.  Na7.
®onfld®ntlal  Serial  054613   (S®}  A17-3  ®f  July  -cO,1943.

H.  Collln8
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0SURE  HOo  2  to  despaton  dated  dotober  2--    _-_ I __ -_--
Consulate  at  Melbourne.  Austialia,   entitled  "DISCHARGE
Aji[D  REiuRN  TO  THE  uNITEro   sTATEs   Or  sTEPErfN  H.   BAHrm,
8EC,Ore  ALsSISTART  EItGnngER  or  TEE  S.so    lBILI.I  SuroAy. in.

COREIDENTEL

3,   1943,   fran  the  Am©rloan

Office  of  U.S.®  Naval  Liaison  Officer
Hobart ,  Taananla

I               \           ,     -,>     .-

september `1:i^  1943

From:           The  U.S.  Naval  Liaison  officer.

Subject:    \Detailed  Sumary  Report  re  }tro  S.  H.  Baker,
and  Assistant  Engineer,   s.s.   BILLY  SUNDAY.

lo        On  31  August,1943;   the  Master,   sos.   BIELY
SUREAY  handed  ne  a  report  from  M.  Van  Horn,   his  Chief
Engineer,   and  requested  that  the  2nd  A8slstant  Engineer
be  removed  from  the  ship.    Action  was  deferred  pending
investigation  by Mr.  Willian  C®  Canty,  representative
of  United  States  War  Snipping  Administrationo  Mro  Canty
Stated  to  m®  that  n®  had  hoped  to  effect  an  anioable
arrangement  but  without  8uocess  and  concurred  ln  the  re-
quest  of  the  Master  for  renoval  of  Afro  S.  H®  Baker,   2nd
Assistant .Pngihee|`S\`. ,:.c#her®  is  no  Urf.  Consul  in  this
1-o`6afi`ty..    There  are,   as  usual,  two'.sides  tct  the  Con-
troversy  between  the  Chief  Engineer  and  his  2nd  Assis-
tanto    The  outstanding  fact  is  that  tbe  continued
operation  of  the  ship  with  both  on  board  is  que8tlon-
ablea    Aotlon  taken  by m®  appears  warranted  on  tbe  basis
that  his  continuance  on, board  tended  to  impede  the  prose-
cution  of  the  war.

M.  C0nINS
Captain,  U.S.N.,  Rot.


