ittt
| f/ <.

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD’\”’ 10 PM 12 2

NEW Uﬁhﬁu\u,u_\ivw AN
'NT /
ADDRESS REPLY TO i iy
Commander, 8th Ceast
Guard Ulstflpt (dmi)
AND REFER TO (-MIN=120 ) ' i
V=il 1200 Y, NOV 'r/ | ; !

SS BULKERO

6 November, 1947

From: Commander, 8th Coast Guard District (dmi)
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313 Custembeouse
Commender, 8th Coast
Gusrd Distriet (dmi)
Co-¥MIN-2200
85 BULKERO

3 NHevember, 1947

¥r. ¥. W, Druommend, Attoernej
Chief, Legsl Branch

Cerps of Engineers

office of the Distriet Englinesr
806 Sante Fe Building
Galvesten, Texaes

Sub ject: Violation of Uil Yellution Act - oo PULKERD, sagnelia
Fetroleun Company Decks leches River
s

Dear Sirt

In further reference te the abeve subject, please find inclesed a report
pecel ved frem the Officer in Chapge, Marine Inspectien, Port Arthur, Texas,
the contents of which are self-explanatory.

Since this matter comes atrietly under your jurisdictien, the inclosure is
gorwarded te you for your infomatien, files and such sctien as you may
deem necessary in the premipes,

It would be grestly apprecisted if you would be kind enough te inferm this
office as early as pessible what action you desire %o taxe in the premises,
in order that the files in this office may be closed.

Your coeperatien in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

By direction of Captein J. H. Byrd, Acting Ceommander, Eighth Je=st Guard
District.

Very truly yeurs,

JOHN ¥. OETTL
Distriot Karine Inspectien Officer

Inel.
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SIO, MMIU, Port Arthur, lexas
File: 628-0133

27 October 1947

To: Commander, 8th Coast Guard District

Vias 0IC, MI, Port Apthur, Texas

Subjt Violation of 0il Pellution Act of 1924, 33 USC 431-437,
by the SS BULKERO, occurring at the Magnolia Petroleum

Company Docks, Beaumont, Texas, on 25 September 1947

Forwarded, approved.
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QIC, MI, Port Anthur, lexas

27 October 1947

To: Commander, 8th Coast Guard District

Forwarded. ’ .
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27 October 1947
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To: Commander, €th Coast Guard District
Trs 1 T Y ~ g 1 ) m
Viaz 1. ) MIU, Port Arthur, lexas
2. OIC, MI, Port Arthur, Texas
Subj: Violation of 0il Pollution Act of 1924, 33 USC 431-437,
by the SS BULKERO, occurring at the lagnolia Petroleum
Company Docks, Beaumont, Texas, on 25 September 1947
1 ith reference to letter from Commander, Eighth Coast Guard

District, dated 24 October 1947, file CG-MIN-1200, the following report
is submitted, pursuant to instructions contained in USCG MMII 3-3-4 3(1).

2e The 3S BULKERO was berthed at the Magnolia Petroleum Company docks,

eaumont , Texas, on 25 VYeptember 1947, loading fuel oil for bunkers.

3. \s contained in report of Clinton A. Johnson, U.S.Inspector of
Customs, dated 27 September 1947, fuel oil was discharged through an outlet
on the starboard side of the vessel, about 50 ft. from the stern. Upon
his investigation, it was determined that an aft fuel tank had overflowed.
Richard R. Bgker, First ;qSlxtmnt ingineer in charge of loading bunkers,

was contacted and stated that he had miscalculated the time it would tzke
to fill the tank and had allowed it to overflow while he was forward of

the vessel, opening a valve on anocther tank. The amount of oil spilled was
estimated to be about 15 barrels, covering a water surface area of approxi-
mately 100 by 300 feet,

be The report of U.S.Inspector of Customs was received subsequent to
departure of subject vessel, this being the first report that an oil pollu-
tion had occurred. Vessel has not returned to this area since original
receipt of report on 29 September 1947; therefore, no witnesses were avail-
able for interview,

samples of oil taken from vessel at time of pollution were re-

50
tained by J.:.JJatoms, Beaumont, ,Texas.
0. Mr. Clinton A. Johnson, Inspector of Customs, has informed hhis
Unit that this case was referred to the U.S.District Attorn e,, eaumont,
Texas, on 12 October 1947, and is now in process of prose t'o

- Conclusions and Recommendations -
i Inasmuch as person responsible for subject pollution has been
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File: 628-01335
27 October 1947

identified and admits responsibility, it is believed no further investigat ion
is deemed necessary. Although it appears that Richard R. Baker, First
Assistant Engineer is guilty of inattention to duty, in some degree, in con-
nection herewith, in the absence of specific request from the District Engineer,
indicated by USCG MMITI 3-3-4 B(3), it is not believed that any disciplinary
action is warranted. It is recommended that case be forwarded for suitable
@

di {)OSition.
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H. W. STINSON, JR. ¢~
Lieut.(jg) USCGR
Investigating Officer

InCl
Letter from Inspector of Customs ,
Seaumont, Texas, dated 27 Sept.1947




Besumont,Texas
September 27,1947

Collector of Customs,
Port 4Arthur,Texas.

Sir:

I am reporting the following violation of the 0il Pollution
Act of 1925,(Title 33,U.3.C. 4328):

On September 25,1947, I weas on duty at the ¥Magnolia Fet-
roleum Company docks, Neches River, at which the American
SS Bulkero was docked., About 5:30 PM I noticed that oil was being
discharged through an outlet on the starboard side of the
vessel about 50 feet from the stern. The vessel was lading
fuel 01l to be used as bunkersg, and on investigation it was
found that an aft fuel oil tank had overflowed. I contacted the
engineer in charge of lading bunkers, who was Richard R. Baker,
First Assistant Fngineer., Mr, Baker stated that he was solely
responsible for the overflow and had miscalculated the time it
would take to fill the tank. He stated that he had gone forward
of the vessel to open a valve of a tank there, and the overflow
happened while he was away. By the time the oil had stoppred
flowing overboard into the river it covered a water surface area
of about 100 by 300 feet, and the guantity wes estimated at
about 15 barrels.

A sample of the oil was teken from the river about 150 feet
from the discharge outlet of the vessel.

The owner of the wvessel is FNational Bulk Carriers, Inec., 630
5th Avenue, New York,N.Y., and the master is lLeonard Hanes.

Respectfully,

(1)0,422;\, Gy aprzs s
Inspector of Customs
N

ce U.S.Attorney,Beaumont,Texas
Merine Inspeectors,Port 4Apthur,%exns —
Engineers, Galveston,Texes
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