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Commander,   8th  Coast  Guard  District   (dmi)
The   Commandant   (lI.ivI)

Violation  of  Oil  i``011ution  Act  of  1924,   SS  3ULKmo,
I,{agnolia  I-'etroleun  Company  Docks,   Beaun®nt ,   Texas ,
25  Septenber,   1947

1.                   In  furtber  I`eferenc`J  t®  the   above   subject,   y`iu.viiTill  please  find
inclosed  report  of  the  }{erchant  I,Iarine  Invest,igat,ing  Unit,  Port  2`irtbur,
Texas,   copy  of  let,ter  fron  this  off.ice  to  the  C®rps  of  Engineers,  Galveston,
Texas,   and  copy  of  reply  thereto,   all  relative  to  this  matter,   trie  contents,
®f  which  are  self -explanat,ory.

2.                  Fro+i.  t,he  attached  copy  of  letter  received  fror.-i  the   Corps  of  jii~
gineers  office  at  Galveston,  Texas,   you vjill  note  that  tbey  consider  tL*3
case  as  closed.
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J'3y  direction
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01`fice  of  t,he   list,rich  .i`.rigineer
63t;  uanta   I'e  Bldg.
Galvestori,   Texas i, ,L ' ,I

a";`1.TTL 5   ;Ii-ov.-,r:lber   1947

3`.,T}Tri+~,nor?r,   =i^'Ihth   Coast   Gu,:,  :d   jJistricT,t    (chi)
313    `JustoJr?lh,JuS(5r

I,revly'   Cr.leans,    -Lfuis:°LaLnLii

ATIENTI0N:     John  F.   Oettl
District  :`1f Tin:-,   Inf:oi.ictiL~>n   officei''

Detr3r  bir:

i-\):;ceiiot   is,   ack.riov]`ledt3ea   3f.   y`iur   1€3tter   d,3ted   3   i\ovcmber   1:,1£4=7,
referencr3   CG-}',''IIl,~1£10,    rc3f_'.?Ardin,g   viol,3ti`?ri   .?f`   the   Oil  i;`illuti:)ri  .+_ct
of   1``3.`34   t3y   the   SS   3LTljRER0   at,   t,h:`  ..18,t3nolifj   i etroleun   car,pang   D.3c'\=s,
i\`ec.rl/:)s    -.2ii-,ritr ,     c!n    35    Le.I)tj,:1.niber    L344_.'TJ`.

This   r~tf :`ic{?   is   irL   eccora  w`ith   thr3   3oini3:llf   t,}le   lnvestli3atiLL=
Offic,?r   that   the  First   ill.ssistant  L`,ii;ill:~;3r,   :-tic,'iard  a.   E9ker,   may
have   been   ^?uilt,y,    t:)   €orie   `?[e,3ree,    3f   ii'iatt,I,r+t,i)i-j    t,1   ,'.i,uit:r.      iii`jl,.i,tT,r.``i+,
it,    ;_..i`j=oars    th!.=t    i.hfc    polluti?r`   ./,,I:=:s    unpr  -I--=d.itated    ?,:i'``,:]i    causcid   i.i``
'c3rrif]!`:e.       ri'ri-=+nr.=='.=,rie,     +,his    of"ice   ify7ill    +na:=c    lri  `    1`ecorury.1endet,i`rln    es    to

disciplinary   acti?ri   €lid,    siri\3e   tine  ..:1€tt,er   :`ias   b€j3n   rl.`?ferred   t,o   the
united    ijtLh+tL:i£:    |jistrict,   .rfutt?r'ril3y    ijt   jJfj,i:iLn^`r)_rit,   ri'ex;`,s,    T.`Ii`Ll    t{'j:`{e,    riL`
ful`ther   a,ct,i\~jn   in   the   m=Itt-jir9

Foil   rLhi   [>±L;TL{[CT   LL\Tur±twij,uf£:                        ~

\|r i,Fur    t,1.ul;,r    :`r3tu:.J3  9

/  S/         I)cO.I    +:..   ~.^-.i;+;l_`L:;:.I.
for:        F.     ,i.    I:}i-iTjL4rfuioiviJ

At,tC,rn`-3y
Cliitr;f ,     LC:?`rLil    i:->r.:i.i'`ic;i
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Svera  B18tri®t  tthl)
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S ffarutor,  1%?

ssr.   €.   ti.   EFtrmtrd,   di:`btevi.A +.t;
Shlof .  "1 Bren®h
Srtye  .f EnglB®®pa
Ofrl®S  ®f   tn¢  nlstrl.t  5r¥i ..., |n{i;®r
80S  #anba  F.®  BulLthn&
G&lv®st.A.   T®xf,`-`

Sun!a¢t:     vlolatlan  ®£  i:fll  1 ®1iutlon  test  -..  Huirfthii.,  IELtlglt®ii„
i ©€r©ieun  Sor^p&ny  E}®¢kB.   £jeohog  &1T#r

nor, Sir,

18  ruthor  pe£®aen€e  b®  €be  &b®v®  8utj®o€,  pL®aee  fled  lB¢leeed  a  *givrfu
reeelved  f"  tb®  ©±flo®p  in Cbargq  E&rLE®  bepaetlea,  P.rt  Arfe&ur.  ¥gfteB,
the  €on€ae&e  .i whl¢h  are  9®1£-expLanrfe®ry.

Slae.  €bl* aet*.a ®qM  Strlstly  under  Fro  jurledletden,  ttre  lasleeBso  LS
I."red  to pep for pear nr.mtl®gL,  nles aaA \ttch' Botl®R un ySB ar
a..b  nee®S€®ry  ltl  the  prenl&ee.

It  tr®uld  b®  #pe&ttry  €±ppr®¢iated  lf  you  sous  be  kind  enough  ¢®  Lrfas  the
•rmoG  ou  carl#  aE  peaglbl6 #ELat  &otl®a  rSu  a@airQ  S®  tas$  1R  tha  prl.c®$
1n  ®rder  tha€   bhs  fLl@®  in  this  ®fflce  may  b®  ¢l®sed.

Tor  ¢cop.mtl®n  ln  €hi®  nzat¢®r  wlil  be  giv©tly  appm®1&trty®.

Br 41roetl®n .I aaptem J. H.  giv.  setlng a-rder,  E1€REh Ces" frord
Dl®trlst.

v.ty tmtry ,,am.

7CiRE  I.   CiREL
8ictrf e€ #rfuae  lpepee®1en  Of fie.r

}cO1.



Indrl
SIC,   }`ifl++TU,   Port   Arthur,   `re}':as
Files     628-01335
27  October  1947

To:              Commander,   8th  Coast  Guard  Distri.ct

Vi.a:             OIC,   }L,ff,   Port.Lrthur,   Texas

subj :       g;ot::i:g 3L%!o?o::::=:n-:c:to:h:9|?!:;n32i:sge!2:I:£,

Company  Docks,   Beaunont,   Texas,   on  25  September  1947

Form`arded_.   approved.

a.y direction

Ind-2
0IC,   lfl,   Port  .A±rthur,   `l`e}ias
2:]  .Octdeer L9l;n

To:              CoJrmLa.nder,  8th  Coast   Guard  District

Forwarded.

C» Jincpm 9, Czce6>
ttf`,n|,|[!LI.[  E.    co.`:.LTEs
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i.Tile:      628-013i35

ELqb.t,h  CoL'_i;st   rh=j.rd  Di.st,ri.ct,
/';16   31uestein   L`31(,:.,q.
PORT    `,TP.rirLP„    T¥:+: -`.3

CojT!m`jnder,   £'th.   Cot2st   Gu.i,rd   Dist,ri a,t,

1.     510,   ?,'I.rJ,   Port  +ti.rthur,   Texas
1..      O|J.   :`|,   Port    `.,rthur`,   TeJ`:,;s

U.`:T   3tl   i947

NEW  0RLEANts,  Lf-\,

27  0ctoLi€r  1947

'5ub,i:          \Jiolation  of   Oil  Pollut,ion  .lot  of  1924,   33  Usa  431-437,

b.}r   the   SS   TJLTjL,XF:.`io,   occurring   at   t,he   J..re.gnoli,rl   PetroleuriL
Co.xpan.v  Doc!{s,    ,3e`31jlmont,   'l.exas,   on   25   Seot,ejuoer  19/t7

i.                 '`.t'.rith_  reference  to  letter  frorri  Comrimder,   Ei`ghth  Coast  rjuard
District,   dated  24  0ct,ooer  1947,   file   CCTT}i/''IRT-1200,   the   fc>11o`^i+i.n,9'  reoort
is   subm,itted,   pursuant   to  instmctio+ris  cont,`3.ined.  in  U.'3Cfr  ]n..I'H.TI   .13-4   i(:1L

2.                  The  S,5  i?JI,RET10  vjas  oert,r!ed   at  the  },:.€3.gnolia  Petroleurn  Jomnany  docks,.
3eciunont,   Texas,   on  25  r`jeptember  1947,  loadint?  fue,1  oil  for  bunkers.

E=-`

3.                  `-is  ccmtaine,d  i.n   report  of  Clintc>n   ,``!..   Jolmson3   U.ts.Inspector  of.
Ciistoms,   dat,ed  27  beptenber  1947,   fuel  c)il  .,a.''as  discha.nged  throughi  an  outlet,
on  the  starboard  side  of  the  vessel,   ..jbout  50  ft.   from  t,he  stern.       Upon
.his  i.nvestigation,   it  T`ta,s  determinecs  that  an  aft  fuel  tank  ha.d  overflo"ec3.
Rich,3,rd  i.   L3,qker,   First   :`tssi.start  Enochneer  in  charge  of  lo,.^3,din`g  bunkers,
was  contacted  .and   sta.ted_  tha.t,  he  !iad  mi.scalculated  the   time   it  i,+.Tc>uld  +Jake
t,o  fill  t,,h.e   teak  2|id  had  allot+ed  it  to  overflow  while  he  ."a,s  forwarc3  of
t,he  vessel,   openi.ng  a  valve  on  tc`.nother  tank.     The  t'anount  of  oil  spilled  v,I.i.s
est,iltiated  t,o  oe  a.bout  15  Darrels,.   covering  a  water  surface  a,rea  of  approxi-
mately  Ice  by  3J0  f eet.ng

4.                 The  report  of  U.S.Insoector  of  Customs  wEis  received  subsea.uent  +,cl
departure  of  subject  vessel,  t,his  being  the  first  report  that  an  oil  pollu-
tion  had  occurred.       Vessel  hds   rot  returned  to  thi.s  area  since  c>riginal
receipt  of  report  on  29  Septemoer  1947;  therefore,   no  witnesses  were  avail-
aDle  for  intervi.ew.

5.                t5anples  of  oil  t,aken  from  vessel  flit  time  of  pollution  T`tere  re-
+,ained  by  U.,S.Customs,   iJeLiurront,    ,Te=`=€is.

6.                i"ir.   Clinton  :`„   Johnson,   Inspector  of   €ustcms,   has  informed  hhis
Unit  that  this  ca,se  was  referred  to  the  U.S.District  itt,orne.y,  i3eauThont,
Texas,   on  12  October  1947,   ``|md  i.s   nc)w   i.n  process  of  .,prosecutio.ri.

-Conclusions  and   .IecornJnendati,o.is  -

Inasmuch  as  pel`son  responsible  for  subject  pollut,ion  ha,s  been
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identified  and  admi,ts  responsibi.Iity,  i,t,  is  believed  no  further  investigation
i,s  deemed  nec'essary.       Although. it  appears  that  Richard  R.   Baker,   First
Assistant  Engineer  is  guilty  of  inattent,i.on  to  duty,   i.n  some  degree,   in  con-
nection  hel`ewith,   in  the  absence  of  specific   request  from  the  District  F.ngineerj
as  indicated  by  U,SCG  3,'TUHI  3-3-4  8(3),   it,  i.s  not  believed  t,hat  any  disciplinary
action  is  warranted.     It  is recc>rmnended  t,hat,  case  oe  for.w.arc3ed  for  suitable
dispositi,on.

r±z%.,-,I-Jiz=--{ Le,+~;:r?#i

:iertyuvt.Sg:}S396G'tJR.
Invest,igati.ng  Officer

Z,--,/,

Incl
Letter  from  Ir`,spector  of  Customs,
Beaunorit,  Tey`as,   dab,ed  27  Sept..1947



Coll®esor   ®f  Cu&tom8,
Port  thrthar,Te=f3s.

Sir:

B®Gument,T€x83
S®pterfear  £T,1947

`.i,L             :i              i-A,^l:-a

`,Il,i-rr^„L,,"'RS€i,:     ,; -,-,,                          i,,      „       :   ,,..,   i,i;,;,;,,hi

r     :p:,-`:i.t^'.           +      i
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Aot[o:ni;8§?T3±%§®t%3,§°.±:3:L=fa#olatlon  of  the  oil  pollution

en  £3®ptsmber  25,194?,   I   WBS  on  duty  at  the  fiifrgagnolla  ri®t-
rol.elm  Co~mp8nF  do¢ka.   RTe¢h®g  Etlver,   at   whl¢h   the   Am®rlQan
SS  Bulkero  uas  dook®d.   eAbeut   5:30  PEE  I   notlood  that  ®11   was  b©1ng
dlBch&rge&  thziough  Qn  outlet  ca  the  Stfirboerd  31de  of  the
ves8®l  &beut  50  rest   from  the  Bt®rn.   ¥L3e  Te8sel  wa81edlng
fuel  oil  to  be  u8®d  aB  bunkers,   and  on  lnce8tlgation  lt  woe
found   that  an  aft  fuel  ®11  tank  had  ov©rrloT®d.  I   ®®flte®ted  thes
®ngln®er   ln   ®tiarge  Of   lcaing   bunkers.   who  .as   H1®hcod  R.   Bflk®rS
First  Assistant  FTngineer.  REr.   B8k®r  stated  triat  he  Hag  aol®1y
r®spon81bl®  for   the  overflow  and  had  rr{isa81oul8t®d  ttr®  tine   lt
would  take  to   flll   the   tank.  H®  8tmted  th8t  h®  had  g®n®  forward
of  tile  v®Ssel  to  open  a  valve  ®r  fi  tank  there,   antl  the   cp@rflow
ha!ip®ned  tthll®  he   €&g  8*ay.   By  the  tlm®  €be  oil   had  atopced
rlo*1ng  overboard   ln€o  the  rlT©r  lt  oevergd  a  Water  Burf&e€  ar®G
of  about  loo  by  30C`  feet.   and  the  qu8fitlty`  H8g  e8timflted  8t
about  15  barrels.

A  8empl®  of  the  oil  w88   taken  from  the  rlv®r  8bLtit  ls0  f8e€
from  the  dlBohprg.  outlet  of  the   T®s8®1.

The  o*n®r  of  the  vessel   1e  ir7atlonal  Bulk  CarrlerB,   Ino.,   630
5th   ATenu®,   Nel  York,N..*-.,    and   ffi®   H!aater   131`:e®H8rd  H&n©B.

Heap®ctfully,

nBP®¢tor  a

®o  U .a . At torney . 8® Huron t . T®xg* ®

a         ¢a#;i£:#i::pea:i:::i:g:±®=::hiur.1.®|gr8  _


