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AIFRICAN CONSULATE
Nuevitas, Cubs,; Sertembar 26 1943

SUBJECT: Grounding of the .amerlicen P5. CAESAR RUDNEY at
i .

Manati 3 Cuba. \—/

THE SECRETARY OF STATE,
WASHINGTON.

Liaiaon Officer at Nuevitas, Cube, advised the writ
on September 19, 1943, that the amerlocan vassol 5%

3

HODMEY, whioh had ssiled from this port on the previous after-
KN
v

roon bad rus aground at the entrencs to Manat! harbor. Hs
also statsd thai the master wes drunk and that 11 wes posaible
that the mester would heve to be relieved of his oommand.

The port of lanati, Cuba, is about twenty miles
Fast of Nuevitzs and in the Province of Oriente. 1t i
the Jurisdiction of the Lmerlcan Consulate et antilla, O
liowaveyr, because of the urgency of the matter andé 1% ¢
reslized that it would be possible for me to resch th

much sooner, and more conveniently than the sonsuler
st .ntilla, I departed from Nuevitas ths same day &t
abosprd & United States Comst boat which was teking the
Stotes Haval Liaison offlcer to the stranded vesesl.

+

We arrived along side the 53, CAUSaR RODREY eboub £:00
Pom, the szme afternoon and immaedistely boardsd the vessel.
The vesssl was aground orn the Zast sids of the harbox ehennel
and clear of trsffioc.

Upon boarding the vessel I inguired for the mesisr. The
first mate reported that the master wss in his cabin sand that
he had not been on deck since shortly after the ship went
aground which was about tweaty two hours belfore 1y arrival
abozrd. I then weut to the master’s cabln and found nim
asleep in nis bsd. «fter waking him up and in the prssence
of the Plrst mate I tried to guestlion him as %o just whet
had happenad., However, it was quiskly realized that he wes
at§11 too druank to give an intellligent anawer. After a faw
minutes of talking with the master he went bagk %o bed and
I proceded %o question the ship'e officera including the Us G
Navy Armed Guard Officer.
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1t was found that just before the vsasel gsailed from
New York the previous mester bgcaue siak and Mr. Sverre A,
VICRAELSEN, who was the first mate at the tine was then
appointed master. The vesszel selled from Hew York in bailast
for Nuevitas to load a part cargo of raw sugar tne balance of
oonrnmﬁmuu&
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carga to ba teksn at ianatl, Cuba.

The vessel arrived at Nusvitaa, Cuba, on Septembar 16,
af

1945, and lceded 39,237 bags of raw suygar, It departed from
Nusvitas at 4:20 p.m. on September 18, 1943, and srrived at

the entrancs ic Manati at 6:32 p.m, snd went sgrour
6:29 p.m. The pllot ceme oboard at 6:45 pom.

Agecording %o the information obtained from the ship's
offisers ths nester, Sverre A, Michaslgen, came adoard the
ship at Nuevitas Just before sailing in 2 drunken sondiillion
and cuntinued to drink rum or some othar intowxisatinz liquor
on the trip from Nuevitas %o Manati. Ths firset mate who was
on the bridge with the master whea the ship was spproashing
the antrance t¢ lanati stated tha®t the ship epprozched the
entrancs at full epeed and thet he called the mester's
attention 4to the faot and suggested that the spesd be reduoed.
Be said the mester replied thet he would show these lubans
how to bring 2z ship in end contlnue at full spesd., mate
stated that he could see the pilot boat off the starboard slide
gnd the pllot waving with his hands trying te indisate %o the
shin thet it was headed for the beaoh and to briung the ship
to starboard. The mste told this to the msster who | re
it and within a few minutes the bow of the ship w
Ths master gave full satern but the ship was alrecady
real and the wind and tide swung lts sterm to port and up on
% .
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he reef also. The pllot csme aboard some ten minutes alter
e ship had gone aground and =fter trylng for scome
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-st the ship off under its own pcwer, without succsss, it was
eclded to let things alone until the next high tide. snother

¥

sttempt was made to get the ship off under 1UF cvi power on
the next high tide about 1:00 a.m. September 19, 1943, but.
without results. This latter attempt was mede by the firsd

mate and the pilot as the msster did not oome out of hig
room, During the manuevering the ship began to wmeve and she
pilot ordersd the port anchor to b= dropped. It was dropped
as ordersd emd fouled right under numker one holi. IJecauss
this mistake by the pilot it wes later neceesary to dstooch
the snchor when reflosting the ship and 1t was not possible
to pick it up agaln.

a3 realized during my investigation thet ths condition

it we

of “he mester and his scotions were being caused by sonething
other than just aloohol., He appeered to be in a stupor, his
serory was very vad and hs asked many foolish quesy #, 2uch
a5 whers -3 wes 2nd if we knew hix etoc. Thersfore, I decided
+o sheck the narcotics. Upcn checking the lest invantory of
~srootics 2né a~ter dsterming that no one had besn treated
wit: parcotics singe the last inventory was nades, waich was
jest befors the ship sailed from ¥ew Jork, it wes found that

sevem 1/4 zrsiz tablets of morphine sulphate wers missing.
The perootliss were kept iz the safs in the master’s quarters
ans it must be presumed that the mastsr had taken then. It

 1s believed that after the master reailzed the difficuley
that he was in, he took the morphine in order to sleep and

try to forget, thus asccunting for his actions and stupor.

On the night previous to meiclng this inventory iie master
jumped cverboerd and went in seimming and had to be pulled
aboard by the orew. Shertly afterwards he could not remenber
anything sbout heving besn in swimming. In view of the

sircumstances
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circumstances it was decided to relleve the master of his
command which was done on September 21, 1943. Captain
Kichaelssen agreed to being relleved and thers are attached
true copies of the signed release,

In the mean time the representatives of the War Shipping
Adwinistrstion at Habana, Cub=2, had besn contacted by telsphone
end reported that Captain Rolf Barth wes on his way to Manati
to take charge of refloating the vessel. Captain Barth arrived
by plane from Preston, Cuba, on the morning of Saptember 21,
1943, Captain Rolf Barth was appointed the new master om
September 22, 1943, by the undersigned.

Captain iilchaelsen was sent to Camaguey, Cuba, on the
morning of September 22, 1943, with instruction to the imerican
Consul at thet city to arrange Tor his passage back to Miami,
Floridea by the first available plane and to advise the United
States Inmigration authoritie=z at Miemi of the expectsd time
of his arrivel there. It was also requested of the consul to
state in his telagram that ilichaelsen should be seni %o a
hospital upon his arrivel at Jiami for observation and possibly
treatment. The writer has sinoe been informed that Captain
tichaelsen caught the afterncon plane leaving Camaguey on
September 22, 1943.

Before leaving Nuevitas on the Coast Guerd boat with Lt.
Georgs J. [iller, U.S.N.R., I suggested to him that the small
tug and two barges operating at Husvitas for the War Shipping
sdministretion, and which were not being utilized at the
mement, be sent right away to kacati to aid the vessel. Lt.
Willer did not agres and the barges remained at Nuevitas.

The tug went but as it ie only a small tug it was unable to
be of any use. It wes then ordered back to Nuevitas to bring
the barges over. Had my suggestion been complied with the
vessel could have besn reflostsd at least twenty four hours
aooner and thus decrease the danger of the ship zoing further
aground from bad weather.

The tug returned to Manati on September 21, 1943, at
2:25 pom, with the two lighters. Lt. Commander John Kask,
U.S.N.R. from Guantanemo Bay Naval Station oume aboard atb
6:00 p.m, =2nd et 7:00 p.m. Ceptain Barth ordered the unloading
of the cargo into the lighters from humber four and five holds.
Fearing thet the ship would change its position during the
night, Captain Barth ordered the unloeding stopped et 10:00
p.n, The next morning at 7:C0 a.m. four gangs again began
unloading the two holdas. By 3:00 p.m, September 22, 1943,
about 3,0C0 bege had veen put into the lighters a2nd with the
aproaching time for high tids, Captain Barth began to try
to refloa: the vessel. at 3:30 p.m. the vessel was again
aflocat and at 5:46 p.m. it was along side the dock at Lianatl.

The Yer Shipping iAdministration at Habsna had ordered a
large tug to lienati which was expected thers in the early
afternoon of September 22, 1943, but sinoce the ship was
beginning to float from lightening the cargo and the tide
was high, Captain Barth could not wait for the bag Lug
without further undangering the ship end it must be sald
that he did a fine job of salvaging, as the channel i not
very wide and it was only with the utmost of skill and

seamanship
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segmanship that he brought the ship safely to the dock. It
should be stated that the ahle asgistance of Lt. Commander
J. Kask, U.S.N.R., was also very halpful in getting the
ship afloat. The large tug arrlived about one hour after
the ship was along side the dook azt lasnatl.

Sinece the ship showed no signs of serious leskage and
arrangements had been made to have repairs made looslly %o
the boilers whioh hed several broken tubes, it was dscided
thet the ship could oomplete = full cargo at Vanatl and

proceed to a port in the United Statss to be dry docked
before taking on another osargo.

A survey was oalled for by Captain Barth which was made
by the Master snd Chief Enginser of the Amerlcan Tug K, Moren
and by the local agent of Lloyde of London, England. Thelr
recommendetions were along the iines stated in the prsvious
paragraph.

~fter making the survey and seeing that everything aboard

ship was sgaln well in hand I returned to my poat arriving

at luevitas at 4:00 p.m. September 2%, 1943. Befors leaving,
loading operations had started end laborers from aahore wWere
already working on the bollers. It 1ls understecd that the
vesssl wiil sall from Manati with its full carge and Captain
Barth who la the Port Captain of the United Fruilt Company at
Freston, Cube, will be rellisved by another Laster upon the
arrival of the ship at its first port of call,

Copies of the survey have been sent tc the War Shipping
sdministration at Habana, Cuba.

Regpectfully yours,

ndward S. Benet
American Vice Consul

Inolosure:
1. Relesse of lLaster.

885.7
E88/)o

Original and Hectograph to Department,
Copy to american Embassy, Habana.
Sopy to War Shipping Administration, Habana,
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Gonsulate, llusvitas, Cuba of September 26
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Menati, Caba
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September 21, 1943
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£y Wl PTLAEIRNTHR 2 NMEIT < LR A SANNEGT .
O THE IASTER OF THE SS CAESAR RODNEY:

In view of existing circumstances of which ycu are well
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” os /3 % = > an13 2 »e con P TV Ry = ) - =
aware, and by instructions of the War Shipping »d

at Havana, Cuba, you are hsreby re gommand of

the S8 Caesar Rodney.
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it is understoocd that tnis release also has your consent,
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and full detaills of the grounding of
will be explained tc the owners or operaters of the vsasel
uron your arrivel in New York
(SIONED) EDWARD S. BEVET

T

EDWARD S, BENET

American Vige-Consul

afreed: (SICNED) SVERRE A, MICHARLSEN
Sverre A, i-ichaelsen
Master, S8. Caesar Rodney






