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MEMORANDUM _FOR FILE T
SUBJECT ¢ Summary of Statements by Survivors-MV "CALIFORNIA EXPRESSY,
Norwegian Cargo Ship, 3649 G.T., A/S Wenoka, S. Heriofson
& Co., Mgrs; Nortraship. ‘
it The "CALTFORNIA EXPRESE" was narrowly missed by a torpedo
at 1020 - 1025 GMI' on December 30, 1942 at 440 18' N., 63° 16' W,, while
wrote from Barrow-in-Furness to Halifax, original destination St. John,
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N.,8., in ballast. ¢Chip suffered no further attack and continued to port
undamaged.
e Ship was on course 297° true at 15 knots, having changed
rpam course 3270 true with Sembro Light Chip just ahead, after 1000 GMT
r.c longer following zigzag 30° either side of course because of close prox-
imity to shore, 2 gunners on after gun platform. No data aveilzble concern=
irg blackout or previous use of radio. Weather slightly overcast, sea light,
E.I.F. wind - force not available, Sambro Li-ht Ship had just been sighted.
Information is not available concerning visibility and moonligcht.
S At 1015 GMT 2 gunners on after gun pletform sizhte
Light Ship, examining their wetches to verify the time. One felt cold and
moved about, coming to extreme sfter edge. He noticed a hissing sound, -un-
like ordinary sound, from the ship's wake., He looked dovn and observed a tor-
pedo track coming from starbtoard about 50 aft of the beam, passing about
5 feet from the stern, having progressed about 10 fathoms to port when he
noticed it. He looked at the track through powerful binoculars for about
24t mile to starboard. Other gunner examined track through binoculars. Gun-
ner attempted to telephone bridge; ran to report,to Chief Officer on getting
no response, On order of Master W/T message was sent; "SS5S de BNTV .=
TORPEDO TRACK SEEN POSITION & MILES BEARING 117 DEGREES OFF SANBRO LIGHT
SHTP # BNIV." Time of message was 1037 GMI'. No other tornedo tracks were
observed and nothing was sighted on the surface in the direction from whick

torpredo came.
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€hip was not damaged and there were no cacualties.
cubmarine was not sighted at any time.
. In view of the close proximity to an important convoy port,
it was considered thet the Master acted correctly in breaking /T silence
in order to report the attack.

Accompanying sketch shows the ship headed on course 297°, and
the track of the torpedo passing just to the stern of the vescel on esti-
mated course 215°.
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