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CoMMiSACIAL TRADER (September 16, 1942)

Have you any recommend.tions or sugrestions?

Several of the men were %angled in the not due %o the fact that the
net floated up and away from the ship as we put it over, 1 don't
know whether it could be worked or not, Af there was some way of
woighting net down so that it would mot float wp. As an alternative,
thet this not should be weighted at the bottom, the lower end over
the side, or pad eyes welded to ship's side for each end cof net and
one in the middle. This net could be made fast to the pad eyes by
means of merling, these pad eyes to be welded in correct position
when the ship is deep load, that is mestimum draft.

I further recomnend that sll glass sbove the engine room be protected
by sereens so that the shattering caused by explosion will mot fall
down on men escaping from engine roome Shatterproof glass might be
used, All glass in skylights ie now blacked out and does not serve
eny puwrpose of illumination, so recommend that all glass in skylights
over engine room by removed and these holes covered over permanently
with a suiteble metsl covere

BELLINGEHAM (September 22, 1942)

Have you any recommendations or sugpestions to offer?

would suggest more bombs, but we ecan't handle bombs, depth charges.
would say large lifebwys, U.S. Navy Standard Life Ring, in addition
to what's now on boards

CAMDEN (October 4, 1942)

Captain, do you have any comments you wish to make relative to the
Vaco lifesaving suitst
I think that particular type of suit could be improved on; espscially
the life jacket srrangement, the sleeve arrengement und the neck
grrangemente
The following recommendations, 1 to 5 inclusive, were offered;
Ho steted that the life rafte were carried om wooden skids, two (2)
in the forward rigeing and two (2) in the after rigginge They were
ble to leunch the forward rafts because of fire on deck from bwne
[B253915° In the case of the after two (2) rafts, sn effort was made
to launch these, but they stuck in the wooden skids, which had appare
ently swollen snd become tight ageinet the faft subsequent %o their
installatione The mothod employed in securing these raf'ts was not in
scoérdence with the latest requirements, in that they were pernsnently
secured by lashings and a hatchet provided for cukting them adrift.

He suggested that it would be & pood ides %o have a painter from each
of the lifeboats, lesding efte. His reason was that in thie speciflic
case, the deck forward was ablaze with burning oil, and that if an
after painter had been provided, it would have assieted in pulling the
boat sway from the fire after being launchede
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As for prearranged procedure adopted in ouse of sttack of this kind,
he stated that the engine was to be stopped immedistely, =nd reversed,
if necessery. The PFPirst Assistant wes to turn on the steam smothering
line in the main eargo tankss In this perticular case, the main stop
on the beilers was closed, end the smothering lines opened up, permite
ting the steam to be discharged into the carge holds.




