
4  October,   1942

97.      s.s.   cAtwroEN

U.S.  ranker,.  built  1921;   6,653  gross  tons;   c8irgo,   diesel  oil.

3::;::::ds:no::::::,c:;±£; Jog:5?e::6;2]£:3']£:85F+#: I  s`  `T'-d.
W6ather,   clear;   so®,   choppy;  wind,   brisk  N.',fy-.
On  board,   48;   saved,   47.
Vessel;   total  loss.

Ibis  tahkor,  bound  for  Puget  Sound,  was  stopped  ait  sea  for  the
purpose  of  making  engine  repairs  on  the  morning  of  Sunda.y,   4  October,
1942.     Another  Amoric8in  Packer,   the  SS  VI(;'1'OR  R.   KELmY  was   in  sight,
about  seven miles  north.     It  was  sunrise,  and  the  repairs  were  nearl.v
completed,  when  the  Mate  on "atch  on  the  bridge  saw  the  wake  of  a  tor-
pedo   cro`ss  the  bovf  of  the  ship  and  disappear,   apparently  spent.    Five
seconds  later,  at  7:00  A.lJ..  rm,  another  torpedo  struck  on  the  sta,r-
board.  bow`about  ten  foot  from  the   stem.     There  was  al  burst  of  flano
from  the  forepoak  tack,  aLnd  the  tanker  began  to  settle  by  the  head  un-
til  the  deck  waLs  awash  to  the  bridge.

The  order  was  given  to  abandon  ship,  and  the  crow  got  off  in
three  lifgboats  and  several  doughnut  life  .rafts.    One  man,  apparently
without  a  rubber  lipe  sui+,   jumped  overboard  and  was  lost,   but  the  re-
maining  47   crew  mombor8  were  picked  up  by  the   Swedish  M.S.   KO0RABUREA
about  four  hours  la,tor.  and  landed  ait  Port  AIlgeles,  Washington.  th.
a£`ternoon  of  5  October.

The  tug  REl,'AI  took  the  SS  CAImEN  in  tow,   and,   as   she  was  draw-
ing  t.oo  "ch "tor  to  cross  the  Colunbiai  River  bar,  it  was  docid8d  to
attempt  to  tow  her  to  Seattle.    Early  in  the  morning  of  10  October.
Six  days  after  the  toxpodoing.  the  tanker  §`jiddenly  burst  into  flanos.
end  8aLnk  1`5  minutes  later  in  52  fathoms  of  water.
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