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B - Findings of Fact -

1. Pursuant to a request by the Commendent, U.S.N., Third Naval District,

a joint U. 8. Navy, U. S. Coast Guard investigation was conducted into the
circumstances surrounding the reported commingling of MT72 fuel and Jet Fuel
o0il which was delivered by the USNT CANEY on 22-23 August, 1948 at Farge,

Germany .

 Fonep The vessel involved was the USNT CANEY, tonnage 10,711, owned by
the United States of America, Navy Department, operated by the Marine Trans-
port Lines, Inc., 11 Broadwey, New York, N.Y.

3 The USNT CANEY arrived at Farge, Germeny, at 0602, on 22 August,
| 1948 with a cargo consisting of approximately 88 M. barrels of MT72 fuel oil
| and 34M. barrels of jet fuel, discharged the cargo and departed at 1638, 23

} August, 1948

be The interrogation of witnesses revealed the following facts:
that the receiver of the cargo took the ullages of all tanks end thief samples
, from all tanks and ordered the master to commence discharging the oil ashore; E
I thet et the request of the receiver, both grades of oil were discharged
simultaneously from 0755, 22 August to 0715, 23 August, 1948; that two
independent pumping systems were used in discharging the cargo; that the
master of the ship caused the cross—over valves between the two pumping
systems to be closed and locked in a secure memner; that the valves re-
mained in this condition until after the cargo was discharged; that the
master of the ship caused blank flanges, provided for this purpose to be
. inserted between the cargo pumps; that the mester’ caused the tanis to be
stripped in the proper manner; that after the discharge of cargo the vessel
was issued a dry-ship certificate by the receiver; that no complaint wag
! made by the receiver relative to the condition of the oil until the vessel

was underway at sea.

5 Pursuant to the vessel's arrival in this port, the valves, pipe
lines snd tanks were tested to 150# hydrostatic pressure without any leaks
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being detected that could have allowed the 0il to become commingled.
- Witnesses Interviewed -

6. Johenes L. M. Frobert, master, 160-11 - 128th Ave., Jemaica, N.Y.
Edward Tetensky, chief mate, 5340 Claridge St., Phila., Pa.
Jemes D. Grier, third mate, 9 Wagner St., Algiers, Lae
Charles Dugas, pumpman, 255 West 22nd St., New York, N.Y.

- Conclusions -

7. The facts indicate that the mester of the USNT CANEY took all
necessary precautions to avoid the commingling of the cargo end under the pro-
cedure followed, it would not be possible to contaminaete the cargo aboard

the vessele.

8. That the‘éydrostatic test of the tenks, valves and pipe lines,
which proved to be satisfactory, eliminated the possibility that the
commingling of oil resulted from a materiel defect.

9. That there is no evidence to indicate that the contents of the tanks
on the shore installation were sampled and analyzed prior to introduction
of the ship's cargo.

10. That the receiver had sufficient time to register a complaint
reletive to the contaminated oil before the departure of the vessel from

Farge, Germanye.
11. That the facts adduced did not reveal any indication of sebotage.

12. That it is believed that no licensed or certificated personnel were
guilty of negligence or misconduct.

- Recommendations —

13. it is recommended that no further action be taken end that this case

be forwarded to HQ for information. . (ij;j>(::;:> CLé‘é (522244145/453221

A. P. HOPEWELL

LT., USCG
Inclss Investigating Officer
1. Investigation report to Commandant, 3rd Naval District
2. Precept covering Board of Investigation .

3. CNO conf. disp. of 23 Sept., 1948

4. Arm.Ser.Pet.Bd. conf. disp. of 24 Sept., 1948

5, Tanker Loading Report of USNT CANLY, Houston, Texas
B % y " LSk n ,_Atreco, Texas

7. Ullages and sounding report on 8/2-3/48
g. Tank Dry Certification on completion of discharge, 8/23/48

9. Port Log of USNT CANEY, 8/21/48
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copy of Deck Log 0630, 22 pug. to 1345, 23 hug.; 1948
testimony of witnesses

Cortification prior to Loading, 8/2/48s Norsworthy, Texas
Certification Pior to Loading, 8/3/48, Atreco, Texas
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